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ST. GODRIC'S R.C.V.A. PRIMARY SCHOOL DURHAM 
 

A Statement of Policy for the  
Art and Design Curriculum 

 
Definition 
 
Art and Design is a subject where children's capability in drawing, painting, sculpture, 
textiles, printmaking and collage is developed through combining their visual perception 
and visual literacy, design and technical skills with knowledge and understanding.  At St 
Godric's we view Art and Design as a subject which allows children to apply their 
knowledge and understanding in a creative way.  
 
Artists, craft workers and designers use visual elements to communicate ideas and 
feelings. Visual perception can be developed by focusing on these elements and 
teaching children to look carefully and analytically, interpreting what they see, and 
understanding the conventions and codes used by artists and designers. Visual literacy 
is the ability to understand and communicate using purely visual means. 
Guidance Materials Art and Design Curriculum 2000                              DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL   
 
1. Introduction        
 
This policy outlines the teaching and learning of Art and Design in our school.  This 
policy will be reviewed annually by the co-ordinator. The implementation of the policy is 
the responsibility of all teaching staff and will be monitored by the Co-ordinator. 
 
2. Aims of Art and Design  
 
 Become visually literate, developing a visual and tactile language 
 Use and understand visual communications 
 Develop creative and technical skills in making their own art 
 By looking closely, record and analyse aspects of their world 
 Develop the ability to make judgements about art  
 Develop their design ability 
 Develop their capacity for imaginative and original thought and experimentation 
 Develop the ability to communicate ideas, opinions and feelings 
 Understand and appreciate art from various cultures and other times 
 Evaluate their own work, and that of others 
       Learn about the importance to society of the artist, craftsperson, designer  
           and the impact they make on society and the environment.   
 
 
 
 
 
3. Implementing Art and Design 
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 Units of work will be planned over a one year cycle 
 All year groups apart from the foundation year will undertake a half term of Art 

and Design in each school term. The remainder of the term will be given over to 
Design and Technology 

 A more holistic approach to the subject will be taught to ensure that 
investigating and making includes exploring and developing ideas and 
evaluating and developing work. Knowledge and understanding will inform 
this process.  (Programmes of study: Art and Design) 

 The starting points may be linked with other areas of the curriculum, but the 
learning objectives will be related to art and design. 

 A sketchbook will be used in KS2 to collect valuable evidence of children’s ideas, 
refinements of ideas, notes, and evaluation of work undertaken, assessment and 
monitoring progression. 

 
Scheme of work 
 
The scheme of work has been developed to give the children access to a broad and 
balanced curriculum, a curriculum which incorporates I.C.T. - a statutory requirement at 
Key Stage Two, access to the work of other artists and craftspeople including designers 
in metal, wood and other materials.  
 
Planning 
 
Long Term Plan 
 
A copy of the school's long term plan for art and design highlights the one year cycle 
through which continuity and progression can be identified. 
 
Medium Term Plan 
 
Each teacher is responsible for medium term planning, however, these are reviewed 
annually in order to improve, update and reassess topics. 
 
The QCA is used widely but not inclusively in both Key Stages.  Planning in the 
Foundation Year is designed to meet the Stepping Stones and Early Learning Goals.  
 
Short Term Plan 
 
Each short term plan is written/typed by teachers individually and states the learning 
outcomes, the activities, resources and differentiation if applicable. Differentiation 
techniques are as follows: a) By Outcome b) By Input c) By Task 
 
 
 
 
 
Links with other subjects 
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The relevant links with other subjects have been detailed in the planned units of work. 
 
Organisation 
 
Children will be taught by their class teacher although adult helpers and learning support 
staff may be used to provide aid and assistance. Children will experience whole class 
teaching, group teaching and working within a group, working in pairs and individually.  
 
Learning outcomes 
 
A good standard of work will be expected in all art and design tasks, appropriate to the 
age and ability of the child. 
 
Throughout the school children will keep a simple folder to file work. 
 
Art and design displays are set up around the school and are changed termly depending 
on their significance. 
 
Special needs 
 
All children will be supported to develop art and design capability through a range of 
materials. We recognise the importance of identifying the specific difficulties that 
individual children might have, and as a school will adopt teaching and organisational 
strategies to support their learning. 
 
Equal opportunities 
 
Boys and girls will have equal opportunities in the school to develop their knowledge and 
skills in art and design. Any ethnic differences are seen as fortuitous; to exchange ideas 
and to get an insight into different cultures. We believe that it is important for all children 
to experience the range of art and design activities. We will use opportunities within art 
and design to challenge stereotypes.  
 
Early years  
 
At the foundation stage children will have opportunities to learn about colour, shape, 
texture, pattern work using a variety of tools and materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Recording and Assessment 
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As a school we recognise the importance of recording and assessment in art and 
design: 
  To give verbal and written feedback to the children. 
  To celebrate achievement.    
  To inform future planning. 
  To help set targets for raising standards. 
  To identify strengths and weaknesses.  
  To measure progress against national expectations. 
  
 
Sketchbooks, which are an invaluable assessment resource, will be sent to the next 
class teacher.  
 
A school portfolio is an ongoing record of display and art work around the school.  
 
5. Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
It is the responsibility of the art and design co-ordinator to evaluate the implementation 
of the art and design curriculum ensuring continuity and progression. 
 
Planning will be monitored through medium term planning, classroom observation and 
by outcome. Art displays are an important source of evidence.  
 
Monitoring of pupils work and practice in the classroom will take place by the subject  
co-ordinator. 
  
Subject co-ordinator will note any topics and areas not covered. This information will be 
fed into future planning.  
 
The schemes of work will be revised, and altered if the need arises, to meet the specific 
needs of future year groups. 
 
6. Resources 
 
Resources are stored in designated areas outside the classrooms, a central resource 
area and in the co-ordinator's classroom. Resources are ordered annually once a 
resource sheet has been circulated and completed by the staff.  An audit of art 
resources will be completed annually. Published resources; ideas for art work and 
displays are available from the co-ordinator as is advice and support for the teaching of 
art and design in the school. 
 
 
 
 
7. Health and Safety   
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 Teachers will always teach the safe use of tools and equipment and insist on 
good practice. 

 Aprons will be used in the Infant department before undertaking any activity that 
will mark or damage clothing. 

 Old shirts will be used by Junior children. 
 All children will be encouraged to wash their hands after any art and design 

activity. 
 Resources will be purchased from a reliable art source. 
 Children to manage their environment to reduce risk to themselves and others. 
 
8. The Role of the Co-ordinator 
 
 Lead the development of art and design in the school 
 Provide guidance to individual members of staff 
 Keep up to date with local and national developments in art and design related 

areas  
 Give feedback to the staff from courses related to art and design 
 Review and monitor the success and progress of the planned units of work 
 Order resources and stock linked to planned units of work 
 Distribute details of art competitions to the relevant teachers 
 Run an after school art club for children in Key Stage 1 in the Spring term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


