
       We love, value and respect each other 

 

St Godric’s RC Primary School 

Important Dates for November 

8.11.15 Mass for FHC children 
11.11.15 Y6 to Mass 
12.11.15 FHC Session 2 
13.11.15 Reception and Y6 Welcome 
Liturgy 
13.11.15 Interim reports to parents 
17.11.15 Bags to School 
18.11.15 Y5 to Mass 
18.11.15 Parents’ Evening—Early 
Years pupils (with no siblings) 
19.11.15 Parents’ Evening - R-Y6 
19.11.15 Esafety assembly 
19.11.15 Y3 to Synagogue 
20.11.15 KS2 Collective Worship 
9.30am 
20.11.15 Y5 to Police Headquarters 
25.11.15 Sports Hall Athletics 
25.11.15 Y4 to Mass 
25.11.15 Session 3 FHC 3.15pm 
26.11.15 Movie Night 3.15pm-5.30pm 

November 2015 Autumn Term 2 2015 

Dear Parents 
Welcome to this half 
term’s edition of the 
newsletter. As you can 
see it is once again full 
of many of the events 
that have taken place 
during the last half 
term, as well as the 
many dates of events 
to come. We very 
much hope that you 
will be able to support 
them. 

Data collection sheet 

Please can you check 
the enclosed sheet and 
inform us of any 
amendments that you 
would like us to make? 
Please mark these 
clearly on the form 
and return to the 
school office. 

Additionally please do 
keep us up to date 
with any change of 
mobile phone num-
bers that you make. 

 

Thank you 

Once again we have been 
overwhelmed by your 
generosity. We gave a 
huge quantity of tins of 
fish and corned beef to 
John and Audrey Mar-
shall for the Asylum 
Seekers Project in Ben-
well. They were delighted 
with the response. 

Shoe box appeal 

The leaflet is in this mail-
shot—please feel free to  
fill a box and return to 
school no later than 
Thursday 19th Nov. 

Important dates for December 

1.12.15 Service of Reconciliation @ 
St Joseph’s 5.30pm 
2.12.15 Y3 to Mass 
5.12.15 Mini Police—Lantern proces-
sion 
8.12.15 More than Dance Y5/6 (Show 
for parents 3.30pm) & Journey 
through Christmas 
9.12.15 Y6 to Mass 
9.12.15 KS1 Nativity 1.30pm & Jour-
ney through Christmas 
10.12.15 KS1 Nativity 6pm 
11.12.15 FoSG Christmas Shopping 
afternoon for children. 
14.12.15 KS1 Christmas Party 
15.12.15 KS1 to pantomime 
15.12.15 Y3/4 Christmas Party 
16.12.15 Y5 to Mass 
16.12.15 Christmas Lunch 
17.12.15 Christmas music concert 
9.30am 
17.12.15 Y5/6 Christmas Party 
18.12.15 Mass for Christmas 9.15am 
4.1.16 Children return to school. 

 

Parking 

Please consider using the 
Park and Stride facility 
at  The Cooperative to 
get your children to 
school. We receive at 
least one angry phonecall 
a week from local resi-
dents about careless and 
unthoughtful parking. 

Christmas Cards 

As a result of the success 
of last years’ appeal. The 
RE and Eco Ambassadors 
would like you to support 
the Shanti Project ap-
peal. Rather than sending 
your child in with lots of 
cards for every child, we 
would ask that you send 
in a small donation to 
help the Shanti Project. 
This is a project in India 
which provides an educa-
tion for children with se-
vere physical disabilities. 
Thank you to all those in 
KS2 who helped us to fill 
the rucksack with gifts to 
take to the Shanti Pro-
ject. 
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Rights Respecting 

School Award 
This is an award that we will be working to-
wards with the children over the course of the 
next few years. The award seeks to put the 
rights of children at the heart of everything 
that is done in schools across the UK. 
The aim is to embed children’s rights in their 
ethos and culture to improve well-being and 
develop every child’s talents and abilities to 
their full potential. Please see the flyer in this 
pack which informs you about a 
logo competition taking place.  
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Y2 have had an amazing time improving our computing skills. Mrs Landon has been 

working with us and we have been learning about sensors and applying them to goal 

line technology! We have put our design skills to the test by creating our very own 

sports arena using Lego. It was quite a challenge to use all the Lego parts but we 

persevered and managed—we included moving seats for 

referees and even a toilet for the cricket ground! We then 

had the opportunity to write a computer program that used a motion sensor and 

sounds effects.  We first had to test that the sensor was working and then by chang-

ing the variables we were able to find appropriate sounds so that when we rolled a 

ball past the finish line we heard the crowd cheer! 

The children in Early Years took advantage of a brief 
spell of lovely weather to go for an autumn walk this 
half term. We looked carefully at how the leaves are 
changing colour and falling from the trees at this 
time of year, and we foraged for lots of interesting 
autumn artefacts and brought them back to school 
with us. We were all surprised to find Stick Man hid-
ing in a hole at the end of the walk! Back at school 
we used the things that we 

had found to produce some beautiful autumn art 
work. We all fell in love with Stick Man and luckily 
for us, one of our fantastic parents donated 
enough v-shaped sticks so that we can all make 
our own stick men and stick women (with a little 
help from our buddies to tie the tricky knots)!  
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Y6 had an 

AMAZ-

ING time 

at North-

umbria 

University during Faith 15. We all 

enjoyed the music played by the 

band from the YMT. All of us 

were really inspired by the 

speakers sharing how God 

affected their lives. Everyone 

listened carefully to Bishop Sea-

mus. There were many schools 

there. Primary and Secondary 

(over 50 of them!). It was abso-

lutely brilliant. 

Year 1 have been discovering their musical selves 
this term through the ‘Little Fin-
gers’ music programme. We loved 
learning how to keep the beat by 
joining in with lots of new songs, 
dances and rhymes. Our favourite 
songs are ‘dippy doo’ and ‘hello to 

everyone’. Performing one of our favourite stories 
‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ has been so much fun! 
We used different instruments, our voices and ac-
tions to help us retell the story using music. We 
have also discovered lots of new musical instru-
ments which we can now group into ‘tappers’, 
‘beaters’ and ‘shakers’. So, have year 1 got the X 
factor?  Watch this space!  

When we arrived at Moor House 
Activity Centre, we met our 
guides, Tristan and Julian.  We 
learnt about the Stone Age and 
Iron Age.  We made costumes out 
of material and string, as well as 
bracelets and brooches. 
Next we made breadsticks the dough was very squishy.  
We then cooked the dough on the fire. After that our guide 
showed us how they made fire in the Stone Age, Bronze 
Age and Iron Age.  He showed us how to make sparks with 
an iron stone and a flint. 
Finally we did some archery.  He told us that it was im-
portant to know how to use a bow and arrow in the Stone 
Age.  The used a bow and arrow to hunt animals.  I got a 
bullseye on my last go! 



 We all enjoyed the trip to Beamish—it was so much fun.  We visited the school and the teacher taught us our 

three R’s reading, writing and reckoning – (Writing is in there because it sounds like an R but it is not). We got 

told that we had to use our right hand because, if we got the cane, it was on our left hand. Boys had to wear 

shorts and girls had to wear skirts all year round including the winter.  If you were naughty you would get one 

of four punishments, the cane (on the hand), the strap (on your bare legs), and the mark of shame (chalk on 

your nose) or stand in the corner facing the wall in silence. 

We then found out what it was like to be a child in the 1820’s. We did three jobs: sweep-

ing steps, picking up stones and polishing pans. Then we all had a look round the house 

at that time it was really big. The master told us that he could 

beat us with a stick the size of his thumb. The polish was made 

out of ash, pig wee and lemon juice. The boys would do the hard 

jobs and be paid £20 a year, while the girls would do easier jobs 

and be paid £6 a year. The farm we visited was set in war time and the children would 

have been sent there to be safe from the bombs, but, while they were away, they had 

to do jobs. They had to block up the windows so no light could get in or out. They had 

to fill sand bags with sand for protection on top of the shelter. Then they would have 

to look after the animals which was more fun and took their mind off the war.     

It isn’t winter, it isn’t 

spring, it’s Halloween! 

The Thursday after-

noon we did not go swimming really 

was spooky…  

We designed black hats and decorated 

them with spooky drawings and misty 

cobwebs.  

Our creepy classroom was complete! 
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Year 5 went to Pockerley Manor, Beamish Museum to 

take part in a new activity, ‘Stand and Deliver.’After 

sorting letters in the Post 

Office we came upon a poor 

man who had been attacked 

by a highwayman – and 

here the mystery began . . . 

we interviewed, pondered, 

searched for clues, used                                                                             

In Year 4, we get to be Mini Vinnies which is incredibly 
fantastic because we get to visit the res-
idents in Lindisfarne Care Home. You 
never know what you do until you go 
there. We play games, cook, paint and 
lots more with the residents.  
The Mini Vinnies are always busy help-

ing those in need by raising money for 

CAFOD and the Shanti project. It is 

great and I love being a Mini Vinnie in 

Y4! 

Senomi 

quills to write letters and gained some great 
insight from our investigations.  
Sadly there was no ‘Happy Ever After’ ending 
to our tale as the highwayman is still at 
large . 
However a great day was had by all of us  
and we ended up in  
everyone’s favourite 
place at Beamish –  
the sweet shop!  
 



  

 

Dear Friends,  
Below are some of the exciting activities we are organising in the coming months: 
Movie night –“ Mr Peabody & Sherman” 
Our next movie night is Thursday 26th  November  3.15 pm – 5.30 pm. Tickets cost £3.50 
each and include either a hot dog, veggie dog or jam roll, a drink, sweets and a treat! To buy 
a ticket, fill in the form included with this newsletter and return it to school by Monday 23rd  
November. Please note we are unable to accommodate late ticket orders due to catering 
supplies etc. 
We are watching this movie in our pyjamas – so don’t forget to send your children’s pyjamas 
into school with them to change into!!! 
Christmas Raffle 
It’s not too late to donate prizes for our Christmas raffle. If you – or your business – would 
like to make a donation, please contact us with details by email 
(friendsofstgodrics@gmail.com), or simply drop your donation into reception. 
Tickets will be on sale soon – £1 per strip. 
Tree decorations 
Children will be designing their own Christmas tree decorations in school. Priced at £4.75 
each, and printed both sides, they are beautiful gifts to keep. Please complete order form 
with this newsletter and return it by Monday 13th November as we are unable to process 
late orders. 
Christmas Hamper 
For £1 per playing card, you can enter the draw for our gorgeous Christmas hamper. Cards 
will be sent home soon, and you can buy as many as you want. Simply return the card(s) to 
school with your child’s name and class on the number side of the card in marker pen. 
Reindeer Food (with letter for Santa and cookie) 
Help guide Santa to your home with our magical reindeer food. For £1 per bag, you will also 
get a letter to send to Santa, and a cookie to leave out on Christmas Eve. Complete the order 
form included with this newsletter to place your order. 
Local Finchale Abbey Farm Honey 
This extremely tasty, locally produced honey can be bought for £3.50 a jar or three jars for 
£10.00. Complete the form included with this newsletter to order yours – keep it for yourself, 
or give this delicious gift to friends or family! 
Children’s mini shopping event - Fri 11 December 
This is your child’s chance to do their own Christmas shopping. It is a lovely opportunity for 
the children to buy special gifts for their families. The children can bring a small amount of 
money into school in a clearly marked sealed envelope (suggested amount £3 - £5 ). A leaflet 
is enclosed with this newsletter. 
Bag2School 
We have a Bag2School collection organised for Tuesday 17th November. Bags are included 
with this newsletter. Please fill the bags with: Clothing and shoes (tied together or elastic 
band around); handbags and belts; hats, scarves and ties; Jewellery; lingerie; soft toys 
Bags should be brought to school by 9.00am on Tuesday 17th November. 
Online fundraising 
Please sign up to Easy Fundraising for your online shopping – every time you spend online 
with a variety of retailers (including Amazon, Marks and Spencer and Argos), they will make 
a small donation to school. This helps support our school at no additional cost to you. 
Save the Date! Summer Fun Day 2016( Note New Date) 
Put Sunday 26th June 2016 in your diaries for our Summer Fun day 
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