
       We love, value and respect each other 

St Godric’s RC Primary School 

Important Dates for January 
13.1.16 KS2 Swimming Gala 
13.1.16 Y5 Bikeability 
13.1.16 Y5 to Mass 
15.1.16 Mini Police—parking monitoring 
17.1.16 FHC children –Mass at St Godric’s 
RC Church  9am 
20.1.16 Y4 to Mass 
21.1.16 Session 4 FHC 
25.1.16 Adam Bushnell—story teller in Y2 
and Y6 
26.1.16 Adam Bushnell in Rec, Y1,3,4,5 
27.1.16 Y3 to Mass 

January 2016 Spring Term 2016 

Dear Parents, 
Happy New Year!
Welcome to this half 
term’s edition of the 
newsletter. As you can 
see it is once again full 
of many of the events 
that have taken place 
during the last half 
term, as well as the 
many dates of events 
to come as we look 
towards Easter. We 
very much hope that 
you will be able to sup-
port many of them.  
Please note that dates 
for  all events are also 
available on our web-
site.  

Parent question-
naire 
We are always  seek-
ing to develop our 
practice. With this in 

mind, we would like to 
hear your views. Can 
you therefore please 
complete the enclosed 
questionnaire, one for 
each child you have 
and return it to school 
in the envelope provid-
ed by Monday 18th 

January. The Govern-
ing Body will collate 
these for us and ana-
lyse your responses. 

Parking 
This continues to be an 
ongoing problem with 
parents parking with-
out care and concern 
for others. We are hop-
ing that messages 
from the Mini Police 
might be listened to 
over the next few 
weeks. Please, please, 
please think about 

Important dates for February 
1.2.16 Y4 to Great North Museum 
3.2.16 Y6 to Mass 
4.2.16 School Disco 
5.2.16 KS2 Liturgy  9am 
7.2.16 Mass for FHC children at St Godri-
c’s RC Church 9am 
9.2.16 Key Steps Gymnastics 
10.2.16 Y3/4 Gymnastics Carousel 
10.2.16 Y4 to Mass 
11.2.16 KS1 Gym Festival 
11.2.16 FHC Session 3.15pm 
12.2.16 SCHOOL CLOSED 
23.2.16 Computing Family Leanring be-
gins 
24.2.16 Y3 to Mass 
26.2.16 Family Fast Lunch 

 

where you are parking 
your car. Please also do 
not  use the staff car 
park after 8am. 

Cash to Office 
We are exploring the 
options of an online 
payment system which 
may be more helpful 
for parents. However in 
the meantime please 
can we ask that all pay-
ments to school come 
in an envelope with the 
child's name and what 
the money is for clearly 
marked on the enve-
lope. Thank you for 
your continued cooper-
ation with this matter. 

Congratulations to Zoe Y6 for designing 

the winning logo to represent our 

school’s commitment to becoming a 

Rights Respecting School - this was vot-

ed for by the children in school. 

In this issue... 

Page 1 Headteacher’s 
news 
Important Dates 
Rights Respecting 
School Award 
 

Page 2 Y3 Visit to Syna-
gogue 
Gymtastic 
Special Delivery 
Maths Challenge 
 

Page 3 Oh Yes We Did! 
Pitch Perfect 
The Year of Mer-
cy 
Christmas Fun 

Page 4 FoSG news 

Important dates for March 
2.3.16 Y6 to Mass 
2.3.16 Mother’s Day lunch 
3.3.16 Zambia Run 
4.3.16 Y5/6 Basketball competition 
4.3.16 KS1 Liturgy  - Mothering Sunday 
6.3.16 Mass for FHC children at St Godri-
c’s RC Church 9am 
8.3.16 Y4 Dance festival 
8.3.16 Y4 Fair Trade chocolate workshop 
9.3.16 Y5 to Mass 
9.3.16 SESSION 6  FHC NB Wednesday 
10.3.16 Movie Night/FoSG meeting 
3.15pm 
15.3.16 KS1 Infant Agility 
16.3.16 Y4 to Mass 
18.3.16 Progress reports to parents 
22/23.3.16 PARENTS’ EVENING 
23.3.16 Mass for Easter 
24.3.16 KS1  Basketball festival 
24.3.16 School Photographs 
24.3.16 We break up for Easter 

Wb 9.5.16 KS1 and KS2 SATs week 

 
 

 

The Year of Mercy began on De-
cember 8th 2015 and ends No-
vember 2016. This year is an invi-
tation to show love, kindness and 
unbounded generosity.  
We will be taking part in various 
events in school and in the com-
munity linked to this important 
Jubilee Year. Pope Francis has 
said, ‘A little bit of mercy makes 
the world less cold and more just’. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwuZnr1JPKAhVMwBQKHU4uAD8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.happyholi2015quoteswishes.com%2Fhappy-new-year-2016-images-for-facebook-whatsapp%2F&psig=AFQjCNGAUqQGNHgFFd


When we got off the 

bus, we saw a big gate 

and we thought the syn-

agogue 

looked really 

interesting.  

We saw the 

Star of Da-

vid. We left 

our coats and water 

bottles in a large en-

trance. Then we lined 

up with the boys on one 

side and the girls on the 

other.  We were very 

lucky because we got to 

see a scribe working 

with a Torah scroll.  He 

had a special feather 

pen with the end cut in 

a diagonal and a silver 

finger point-

er, which he 

told us was 

called a Yad. 

He was 

checking the 

scroll to 

make sure 

there was no 

damage. 

Then we sat 

down with 

the boys on 

one side and the girls 

on the other.  The 
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On 
Tuesday 10th November 2015, four Year 6 pupils went to The Centre of Life to participate in a Maths Chal-
lenge.  Other schools from the North East got involved with this challenge too. 
Whilst there, we took part in many fun and exciting activities where our minds were 
put to the test. We found it an amazing experience to work with others to develop 
our cooperating skills whilst having fun. Later on that day, we worked on our navi-
gating skills. We went into a huge planetarium where the roof turned into the stars. 
We learned how to tell which way was north without a compass, just by using the 
night sky. Together as a group, we found different constellations such as the big 
dipper and Cassiopeia. Methods. t was a fun day. 

books were backwards 

and were written in 

Hebrew and English. 

Mrs Van der Velde told 

us that this was a very 

special time as they 

were about to have a 

celebration to mark the 

beginning of a 

new Torah 

Scroll.  The boys 

were allowed to 

try on some kip-

pahs.  After that 

we drew pic-

tures of the 

scrolls and tried 

to write our names in 

Hebrew. 

At the end of 

November Y5 

went to Deer-

ness Gymnas-

tics Academy 

to take part in a gymnastics festi-

val.  We were given the oppor-

tunity to perform in front of lots 

of local schools. We trained every 

Friday with our coach Mr Whar-

ton who choreographed the rou-

tine to the tune of “So Good”…

and we were!! We demonstrated 

skills that challenged our differ-

ent abilities  from balancing, 

bridges and back flicks to gasps 

of amazement and admiration 

from the audience. To make our 

day complete we were given the 

award for the most entertaining 

performance to watch. 

On the first day in December, the children in Early Years received a very special deliv-
ery all the way from the North Pole! Father Christmas had sent one of his elves to 
watch over the children, and make sure that they were well behaved in the run up to 
Christmas. 

Our elf was named Elvis and he was a cheeky little fellow – getting into all sorts of 
mischief for us to write about - from sitting on top of our projector, to peeking 
through one of the houses in our Bethlehem display! He left us messages to read 
and on his last day, before returning to the North Pole he left all of the children a 
little treat (some sweets and a movie about his special role working as an elf). 
Thankfully we all made it onto the nice list this year and Elvis had lots of good 

things to report to Santa. We wonder what kind of mischief he is getting up to back 

at the North Pole… 

 



The end of term was amazing in school – as 
well as working our socks off we had a lot to 
look forward to: Christmas journey, Christ-
mas concerts, Christmas parties, Christmas 
Mass, Gymnastic displays and the one we’d 
all been waiting for… the annual trip to The 
Pantomime.  

Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2 went off to the Sunderland Empire to 

watch Aladdin. We arrived just in time and were shown to our seats as 

the show began. With wonderful scenery and opulent costumes, we 

thoroughly enjoyed the show - we laughed, giggled and joined in with 

the singing before we were treated to an ice-cream at the interval. The 

second half got underway with a really funny version of ‘The 12 Days of 

Christmas’ (yes I think you all know the one!) and then George and Theo 

were asked to go onstage to help out with another song. George did 

marvellously well playing the trumpet and Theo lived out his dream of 

being a rock star; playing air guitar to the adoring crowd!  

Once the Pantomime had finished we returned to school for a late 

lunch. You can probably guess what the favourite song was on the 

coach back to school! 

In the last week of term Year 1 had a Christmas fun filled week. They en-

joyed making Christingles. The children learnt that the Christingle helps us 

to understand God’s love and why he sent Jesus to be the light of the world. 

They also made a variety of Christmas crafts including a Christmas tree card 

and an angel. The class was like Santa’s workshop and they even got to meet him at 

their Christmas party. The children had a fantastic time—and so did their teachers! 
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As part of our jobs as Mini Vinnies, we 
visit Lindisfarne Care Home every Fri-
day afternoon to play games and join 
in with activities that we do with the 
residents. On the 4th December, as a 
special Christmas treat, we went to 
Lindisfarne as a whole class to sing 
Christmas carols to the residents and 
staff. We had practiced lots in class 
before we went to make sure that we 
were pitch perfect for our perfor-
mance! 
On the day some of us really got into 
the Christmas spirit by wearing Santa 
hats and reindeer ears while we sang. 
We sang lots of traditional carols for 
the residents like ‘Little Donkey’, 
‘Silent Night’ and ‘Away in a Manger’. 
We nearly ran out of breath singing 
‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ but our 
favourite carol to sing was ‘Ding Dong 
Merrily on High’. It could probably be 
heard all the way back at school!  
We ended our carol concert with ‘We 

Wish You a Merry Christmas’ and some 

of the residents joined in with us. It felt 

very festive and was a lovely way to 

start the Christmas season by celebrat-

ing with the residents of Lindisfarne 

Care Home.  

In December, Tilly and Jonny went with Mrs Craig 
to St Mary’s RC Cathedral. They went to celebrate 
a special Mass for the start of the Year of Mercy. 

Jonny writes: ‘The Year  of Mercy is about forgiving 
people and not holding a grudge. Sometimes it’s hard to forgive people 
but you do the right thing if you forgive a person. Like our mission 
statement, if you love respect and value each other, the world would be 
a better place’. 

Tilly reports: ‘Lots of priests came to the special Mass that was being 
held at St Mary’s Cathedral. Pope Francis has called for a ‘Door of Mer-
cy’ to be opened in all cathedrals as a way of reaching out to people 
who might need help from God.’ 



 

 

Happy New Year to you all! 
We had a busy Autumn Term with our various fund-raising activities. The FOSG Movie Night went very 
well and the children were given a “Christmas Cracker treat” as they left.  The Christmas hamper was 
won by Jessica, Year 1.   
The children’s Mini Christmas Shopping Event was again very popular and caused a lot of excitement. 
The children had lots of fun choosing what gifts to buy!     
Raffle Prize Donations were received from:- 

Formula One 
Debenhams 
Salon 4 
Sainsburys 
Finchale Abbey 
Middlesborough F.C Tour 
Various Gifts/Toys  etc 
Sunderland F.C                    

Thank you to parents/carers/children and teaching staff and the companies who supported us. 
Dates for your diary 
Disco 

Our Spring disco will take place on Thursday 4 February (3.15pm - 4.15pm for Reception / KS1 children 

and 4.30pm -5.30pm for KS2 children). Tickets are £2.50 per child and a drink and sweets are included. 

Order your tickets using the form included with this newsletter. 
Movie Night 

Our next Movie Night will take place on Thursday 10 March (movie is still to be confirmed), from 3.15 – 

5.30pm. Tickets will be on sale after February half term and will be £3.50 and a hot dog, veggie dog or 

jam roll, drink and sweets are included. 
Don’t forget…. 

We are always looking for volunteers – especially for the movie night and disco – please contact us if 

you would like to help. 

You can email us directly - friendsofstgodrics@gmail.com – if you want to volunteer, or if you have any 

ideas or feedback. 

Join www.easyfundraising.org.uk for your online shopping. Almost 3000 top retailers will make a small 

donation to our school (including amazon, John Lewis, ebay, Argos, Next) if you order via 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk. This helps support our school at no additional cost to you.   

http://www.st-godricsrc.durham.sch.uk/community/friends-of-the-school/ is our page on our school 

website - you can contact us using the online form, and download forms for future events here. 

Well – a lot of information – thanks again and looking forward to the exciting events this term! 

 
 
Please can you have a look at home on your bookshelves and see 
if you have any books belonging to school? 
Our library is missing a considerable num-
ber of books and we would welcome their 
safe return. Merit marks awarded! 
Thank you. 

 
We love, value and  
respect each other. 
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