
       We love, value and respect each other 

 

St Godric’s RC Primary School 

Important dates for March 
2.3.16 Y6 to Mass 
2.3.16 Mother’s Day lunch 
3.3.16 Zambia Run 
4.3.16 Y5/6 Basketball competition 
4.3.16 KS1 Liturgy  - Mothering Sun-
day 
6.3.16 Mass for FHC children at St 
Godric’s RC Church 9am 
7.3.16 Islam workshops 
8.3.16 Y4 Dance festival 
8.3.16 Y4 Fair Trade chocolate work-
shop 
10.2.16 Islam workshops 
9.3.16 Y5 to Mass 
9.3.16 SESSION 6  FHC NB Wednes-
day 
9.3.16 Y5/6 Mosque visit 
10.3.16 Mini Police—Litter pick 
10.3.16 Movie Night 
11.3.16 KS2 Fair Trade workshops 
14.3.16 Easter Garden being made in 
Y2 
15.3.16 KS1 Infant Agility 
16.3.16 Y4 to Mass 
18.3.16 Progress reports to parents 
21.3.16 Y1 to House of Objects  
22/23.3.16 PARENTS’ EVENING 
23.3.16 Mass for Easter 9.15am 

February 2016 Spring Term 2016 

Dear Parents 
We hope that you will 
enjoy reading about all 
of the fantastic events 
that took place over 
the last term including 
all the visits that the 
children have taken 
part in. The children 
also enjoyed Adam 
Bushnell visiting school 
and produced some 
fantastic writing. We 
also value your support 
at all events - I know 
that you will join us 
when you can. 

Development of the 
School Grounds 
This is currently under-
way and we are most 
grateful to members of 
the Steering Group 
Committee for their 
support so far. Thank  
you to Mrs McManus, 

Michael, the Welsh family 
and Iain Harris for pruning 
some overgrown trees and 
hedges. The council have 
also cut back the hedges 
alongside the playground, 
allowing more light into 
classrooms. Thanks to 
Councillors Hopgood, Sim-
mons and Wilkes for their 
support with this project. 
More excitement to fol-
low—watch this space! 
 
Pilgrimage to St Mary’s RC 
Cathedral 
I was delighted to go with 
Year 4 and Year 5 to visit 
the cathedral as part of the 
Year of Mercy events. The 
children completed a book-
let whilst there and went 
through the Door of Mercy. 
In addition the children 
attended a special lunch 
time Mass for Candlemas. It 

 

was quite something to 
see over 60 candles all lit!  
 
Parent Pay 
After sourcing the correct 
supplier we will be offer-
ing parents the chance to 
use an online payment 
mechanism for school 
meals and visits. You will 
be receiving a letter  in 
the next few weeks with 
log in details. 
 
Spikey and Pip 

Ifyou would like to borrow 

Spikey and Pip for the week-
end or during the school 
holidays please contact Mrs 
Oakes or Mrs Garbutt in the 
school office for a list of 
available dates. 

World Book Day tokens  
Please find these enclosed in 
your pack. 
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Important dates coming up! 
11.4.16 Back to school 
17.5.16 More than Dance in Y3/4—
Year of Mercy 
18.5.16 Ten Ten Theatre produc-
tion—whole school. 
Wb 9.5.16 KS1 and KS2 SATs 
week 
25.5.16 Year 6 to Robinwood 
30.5.16—3.6.16 Half term holiday 
18.6.16 Children in Y4 receive 
their First Holy Communion. 
26.6.16 Summer Fair 
6.7.16 KS2  Production 2.00pm 
7.7.16 KS2 Production 6:00pm 
8.7.16 Open Afternoon 
11.7.16 Sports Day 
13.7.16 Y6 Leavers’ Mass 
15.7.16 Summer Holidays Begin 

 
 

 

Parent questionnaires 
Thank you for a superb response. 
132 questionnaires were returned 
and in general 98% of parents 
agreed or strongly agreed with all 
statements. 100% of parents said 
that they would recommend this 
school to another parent. We will 
continue to develop the way that we 
report pupil progress to parents. 

We are delighted that we have 
achieved the first stage of this award 
the:  
Recognition of Commitment.  
Well done to everyone for your hard 
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Since the children in Early Years visited The 

House of Objects we have been inspired to 

upcycle and get creative in our classroom 

workshop.  

The Friends of St Godric’s very kindly paid for us 

to have our own workbench and tools, and 

we are continuing to produce amazing inven-

tions and models using the recycling materials 

that our families have been sending in.  

Please keep sending us your small, interesting 

‘junk’ items as they are very gratefully re-

ceived, and we love to sort them into our dif-

ferent tubs (plastic, fabric, wood, metal, card-

board and ‘other’ materials). 
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 Year 3  have been learning all about Ancient Egypt.  We have been finding out about 

Tutankhamen and how he lived and died. Did you know that he became Pharaoh 

when he was only 9 years old?  Howard Carter found his tomb in 1922, but despite scientists carrying 

out lots of test including scans and x-rays, we still don’t know how he died.  It might have been be-

cause he caught an illness or was disabled, or he might have been killed by one of his advisers who 

wanted to be Pharaoh.  We also visited the Oriental Museum in Durham to see a real mummy and lots 

of other Egyptian artefacts. John gave us lots of challenges.  We had to translate hieroglyphs, and ex-

amine the artefacts to say what they were made from, and what they might be used for.  Our favour-

ite bit though, was when we got to mummify William!  

Adriana  

On Monday 1st February, Y4 visited the Great North Museum to 

learn more about the Romans. We have been exploring a lot 

about them during our history lessons and were eager to learn 

more! 

Once we arrived, we got rid of our bags and coats and started to 

explore the exhibits. There was a scale model of Hadrian’s Wall 

with all the important milecastles and forts marked along it. We 

even carved our names into a virtual life size model of the wall.  

The model showed us just how impressive Hadrian’s Wall would 

have been. It took 14 years for the Romans to build it and is 73 miles long. 

There were lots of other interesting exhibits to look at, including Roman armour and weapons. The mu-

seum had examples of both legionaries and auxiliaries. A legion-

ary was a soldier who was a Roman citizen younger than 45 and 

an auxiliary were non-Roman citizens. We drew pictures of their 

armour to show the differences between each type of soldier. 

We also looked at the Roman way of life, their religion and cul-

ture and Roman fashion too.  

After a well-deserved break for lunch, we were lucky enough to 

have some time to look round the rest of the exhibits in the muse-

um as well. There were plenty of interesting topics, including Polar 

Exploration, the Ancient Egyptians and Wildlife and Habitats but 

the favourite display by far was the Dinosaurs!  

Last term there was a maths 

club for Y5 and Y6 run by two 

students from Durham Univer-

sity . We all had a fantastic 

time. We played games such 

as maths bingo and learned 

many new things. We had a 

fun time playing maths cha-

rades and loved the maths 

hunt. Solving the problems in 

a competition in the last 

week was our favourite mak-

ing us want to do more 

maths. We would love for it to 

start again! 



Year One have had a very sporty half term. We 

were very lucky to carry out lots of P.E with some 

fabulous coaches. The innovations P.E lessons with 

Jo Davie were something that we really enjoyed. 

This is where we used soft play equipment and our 

bodies to retell stories. Some of the stories we acted 

out were based on a trip to the seaside and differ-

ent ways that we can 

travel. Our favourite sto-

ry was about a trip to 

the circus. We loved pretending to be the different ani-

mals and members of the circus performing to a crowd. 

We learned lots of different dance and gymnastic tech-

niques to help us. So could Year One have some future ac-

robats in the making? We think so! 
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As if the end of any half term isn't busy enough, Year 2 headed off to the 

Louisa Centre in Stanley to participate in a gymnastics festival. Organised by 

the School Sports Partnership, we eagerly awaited the start of the afternoon. 

We were split into 2 groups and everyone had the chance 

to try many of the different disciplines of gymnastics includ-

ing the vault, asymmetric bars and we even flexed our 

muscles on the trampoline - Mrs Dunne showed particular skill in this area! We 

stretched, jumped and balanced all afternoon until it was time to return to 

school. Running a little late, we hurried back to school only to be greeted by 

the Y5 Mini-Police on parking patrol!!! 

The Year 5 children completed 4 weeks of Bikeability cycle training. At the start 7 people did 

not know how to ride a bike but in the end mission impossible became mission accom-

plished! We then went onto the junior yard to get the level 1 Bikeability badge. To accom-

plish their badge, they had to know how to check their bike properly, go in and out of 

cones, to look behind them and to ride with one hand. In the second 

week, riders went onto the roads to complete their level 2 badge while 

non-riders edged closer to their ultimate goal, to ride a bike! In the pe-

nultimate week, riders kept attempting to reach their level 2.We con-

gratulate all the riders and instructors who did really well and some who 

received their level 1 and 2 certificates and badges. Bike-rilliant!                                                  



 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
Here are our activities this term. All forms are included on a separate sheet with this newsletter – or can 
be downloaded at http://www.st-godricsrc.durham.sch.uk/community /friends-of-the-school/.  

 

Eggciting activities this term! 
 
Our Movie Night is on Thursday 10

th
 March and our film is Big Hero 6. Tickets are £3.50 and this in-

cludes a drink, sweets and hot dog/veggie dog or jam roll. To help us get organised, we MUST have your 
completed form and payment no later than Monday 7

th
 March. Cheques made payable to Friends of St 

Godric’s please.  
Our next Bag2school collection is on Thursday 17

th
 March. You’ll get your collection bag with this 

newsletter. Please fill your collection bag with any of your unwanted clothes and accessories, shoes and 
soft toys. We have raised hundreds of pounds through Bag2school, so it’s definitely worth making the 
effort to declutter! 
We are now collecting prize donations for our Easter raffle – so please any chocolate egg donations will 
be greatly appreciated. They can be sent in from now. Tickets can also be ordered now.  
And, the children will get their chance to Guess the number of eggs in a box, which will be coming around 
the class rooms. Guesses are 50p a guess, and the person with the closest guess will win the contents, 
cuddly toy included. 
It’s not too late to order Finchale Abbey Farm honey – you can order it for £3.50 per jar, or 3 jars for £10 – 
a lovely Easter gift! 

Fun day meeting 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 21 April at 6.30pm in St Bede’s Room. Here we will be finalising our 
plans for our Fun Day which is taking place on Sunday 26

th
 June between 1pm and 4pm. As always, 

we would like volunteers to help in the run-up to, and on the day itself. We will be having a preparation 
night in the Presbytery Thurs 23th June from 6 pm. 
If you have any unwanted gifts, please start saving them – as we will be collecting soon after Easter for 
our tombola stalls. A collection schedule will be available after Easter, but if you want to plan ahead, the 
items we will be collecting in the weeks leading up to the fun day are: chocolates and sweets; toiletries 
and baskets; bottles; soft toys and games; books; home baked cakes and biscuits. 
We also collect filled jars for the children’s tombola – simply fill a jar with anything you think a child would 
like – sweets, party bag items, hair accessories etc.  

School uniform 

Many of us pass used school uniform to friends with younger children in the school. It saves us money 
and it’s good for the environment. Following the success of the uniform stall at last year’s fun day, we are 
now collecting and selling good quality, clean uniform. If you have any that is looking for a new home – 
please could you drop this off at school reception, or contact us - friendsofstgodrics@gmail.com, and we 

can arrange to get this from you. 

Also keep an eye on our web page – in the coming weeks we are planning to add a list of uniform we 
have available. 

www.easyfundraising.co.uk 

Please don’t forget to register with www.easyfundraising.co.uk for your 
online shopping.  The school then receive a small percentage of your 
spend at no additional cost to you! 

Thanks for your support! 

http://r35.cooltext.com/d.php?renderid=934093962&extension=png
http://www.easyfundraising.co.uk

