
       

We love, value and respect each other 

St Godric’s RC Primary School 

Important dates for April 
20.4.16 Y6 to Mass 
21.4.16 FoSG meeting 6pm 
26.4.16 Mini Police—speed awareness 
27.4.16 Y5 to Mass 
29.4.16 Reception Class and Y6 class 
photos 

April 2016 Summer Term 2016 

Dear Parents, 
I hope that you all had 
a lovely Easter. 
Welcome to this half 
term’s edition of the 
newsletter. We hope 
that you will be able to 
support as many of the 
dates mentioned in 
this issue. 

Credit Union 

Please don’t forget 
about our valuable 
Savings Club! Collec-
tions are still made 
every Thursday  morn-
ing. It is a great way of 
encouraging the chil-
dren to save for the 
long summer holidays. 

The School Grounds 
The Prayer Garden is 
currently being rev 

amped to make better use 
of the large space. The 
children were delighted to 
see the new traversing 
wall installed ready for the 
start of term.  We have 
also ordered some large 
sports frames to help to 
zone the playground. The 
money to purchase these 
items has been donated 
by Friends of St Godric’s. 

Save the Date! 

The Summer Fair is being 
held on Sunday 26th June 
It is a fantastic family oc-
casion , all help is greatly 
appreciated in the build 
up. There is a meeting for 
all those willing to help in 
any way on Thursday 21st 
April at 6.00pm in St 
Bede’s Room. Please do 
come along! You will find 

Important dates for May 
4.5.16 Y5 Mini Enterprise project  
4.5.16 Y3 to Mass 
5.5.16 KS1 Tag Rugby  
9.5.16 KS1+KS2 SATs week 
10.5.16 Early Years to Centre for Life 
11.5.16 Y4 to Mass 
11.5.16 Y3 Mini Tennis 
16.5.16 Year of Mercy week 
17.5.16 More than Dance—Y3/4 
presentation for parents 3.30pm 
18.5.16 Y6 to Mass 
18.5.16 Ten Ten Theatre Company in 
school. 
20.5.16 Year 5/6 Walk of Mercy to 
Finchale Abbey 
25.5.16 Y5 to Mass 

 

further information on the 
back of this newsletter. 

Parent Pay 

We hope that you are find-
ing this means of payment 
helpful. Please can we just 
remind you to keep check-
ing your account to see if 
there are any payments 
due.  

In this issue... 

Page 1 Headteacher’s 
news 
Important Dates 
SATs Top Tips! 

Page 2 Ducking and Div-
ing! 
Chocolate Entre-
preneurs 
Bollywood Bonan-
za 

Page 3 Rhyme time at 
Seven Stories 
Islam 
House of Objects 
Safety First 

Page 4 FoSG news 

Important dates for June 
7.6.16 Y5/6 Athletics 
8.6.16 Y4 to Mass 
8.6.16 Y6 Transition Day with St 
Thomas More and St Joseph’s RC Pri-
mary Schools 
9.6.16 Y6 Mixed Cricket. 
10.6.16 Reception Class and Y1 
Healthy  Eating workshop. 
14.6.16 Y3/4 Tag Rugby 
15.6.16  Y5 to Mass 
15.6.16 Father’s Day Lunch 
17.6.16 Y2/3 Healthy Eating workshop 
17.6.16 Y5 to  Tri Golf Festival 
18.6.16 Y4 pupils receive First Holy 
Communion, St Godric’s Church 10am 
20.6.16 KS1  Multi skills at FMSS 
21.6.16 Y3/4 Tag rugby 
21.6.16 Y6 Bath Bomb workshop 
22.6.16 Y3 to Mass 
22.6.16 Y6 to YMT festival 
26.6.16 Summer Fair 

 

 

 Keep a sense of perspective 
 Have an early night 
 Drink water 
 Good breakfast—Y6 come 

to Breakfast Club - 8.30am 
 Don’t worry just try your 

best. 
Forthcoming dates: 
11.7.16 Sports Day 
13.7.16 Leavers’ Mass 
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Year 5 took part in the SSP Dance Festival at the Gala Theatre in Durham. The dance that we performed was a 

Bollywood showpiece to the music “Rang Rang”. We all really enjoyed ourselves - particularly dressing up in 

the bright and beautiful costumes and the girls having their hair braided by an army of 

helpers! We had rehearsed our dance over and over again and it showed – we glittered 

and sparkled on the stage like true stars! It was a thoroughly enjoyable and unforgettable 

experience for everyone involved and we are looking forward to the DVD coming out and 

reliving our moment on screen again too! 

Year 2 were all set and ready to go—the venue was booked; the coach was booked; 
the helpers were booked and if we could have booked the weather we would have! 
We headed off for our day all ready to learn about living things and their habitats. 
When we arrived at the Wetland and Wildfowl Park in Washington, we  had a walk around the park looking at 
all the different kinds of wildfowl  before heading off to the adventure park for  our playtime. We then went 

to see the otters—it was feeding time and there was great excitement as Mimi and 
Musa had just welcomed four babies to their family. The babies were  only days old 
so were too small  to come out to meet the crowds but we did see  Musa and Little 
Squeak. We then had our lunch and then moved onto our next activity—pond dip-
ping. The squeals of excitement could be heard all around as we dipped our nets 
hoping to find a giant water beetle. After we had looked at our 
finds under a microscope we then walked to the woods to hunt 
for mini-beasts.  On the way, we were so thrilled to be able to 

feed some geese out of our hands. Did you know geese don’t have teeth like ours? The 
mini-beast hunt was amazing we looked under tree stumps, rocks and leaves to find lots 
of mini-beast which we collected in our trays. Our final job was to make our own mini-
beasts using anything we could find—you can imagine how much fun that was.  We had enjoyed a brilliant 
day out and learned so much.  The icing on the cake was that the sun shone all day for us we could not have 
picked a better day for our visit! 

Year 4 were very excited to be asked to become entrepreneurs for the day! Our brief 
was to design a new logo and selection of Fair Trade chocolate products for a new 
business that might be opened in Durham. We soon became experts in chocolate 
tasting. We tried different types of chocolate and compared them to see which we 
preferred and why. After the tasty task, our next job was to come up with a name for 
our companies. There were some great ideas including ‘Chunky Chimps Chocolate World’ and ‘Chocoland’. We 
had to design a logo and a slogan to promote our company and think carefully about what might make people 
want to visit our shops. Then came the most exciting part of the day…the manufacturing! Each group received 
a box full of different moulds, sweets, biscuits and shapes to help make the most delicious chocolate products. 
We used melted Fair Trade chocolate to create the perfect product and then put them in the fridges to set.  
While the chocolate was setting, we worked on our package designs and our sales pitches. We had to make 

sure that our final presentation would make our chocolate shop the best. We worked in groups to come up 

with a presentation that we could give at the end of the day to convince people to buy our products. This in-

cluded details about each tasty treat and our ideas for the future. Once we had packaged up our chocolate, 

each group gave their presentations and after all that hard work, we were lucky enough to take our chocolate 

home! 



The children in Early Years 

recently visited Seven Sto-

ries, The National Centre 

for Children’s Books based 

in Ouseburn, Newcastle 

upon Tyne.  

After an exciting bus jour-

ney we took part in a 

‘Rhyme Around the World’ 

workshop where we learned about some nursery rhymes 

that we are already familiar with and how they can be 

changed, as well as new rhymes from other countries.  

We loved exploring the exhibition and especially enjoyed 

hunting for the little mice! 

After that we took part in lots of hands-on activities all 
based on different rhymes – from dressing up and acting out 
‘Sing a Song of Sixpence,’ to searching for the characters 
from ‘Little Boy Blue’ in a bundle of hay! 
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Year 1 went to the House of Objects to learn more about the properties of different materials. We 
have been exploring materials a lot this half term, through different scientific experiments and 
couldn’t wait to find out more! 

It was a very exciting day as we travelled all the way to Benton to begin our creative adventure. When we ar-
rived we met up with one of the special artists who showed us around the warehouse and creative studio. We 
were told that all of the objects that we would use were recycled materials and were donated to the warehouse 
as people’s old ‘junk’. Then we were shown lots of different objects and had to guess which material they were 
made out of – we were very good at this! Finally we were let loose to explore the materials. We 
used our imaginations to create lots of fabulous models and sculptures. There were so many 
amazing inventions such as cars, jungles, temples and even a gigantic shark! Miss Pearson was 
so impressed! After lunch we made the most of the outdoors and played in the park with our 
friends before getting the coach back to St. Godric’s. We had so much fun! 

At the Safety Carousel we learned about all the different ways to stay safe. We were 
given lots of advice from the emergency services. We learned  that if you catch fire, 
do not run about and panic because the oxygen feeds the fire therefore making the 
fire bigger; just stop running, drop down to the floor and roll around as quickly as you 
can. The fire service also told us to close all the doors in the house before going to 

bed. This prevents smoke spreading throughout the house quickly, it gives an extra 15 minutes to evacuate the 
house. The RNLI said if you make a triangle shape with your fingers and put it around your mouth and nose, 
that is enough water to drown in. Care needs to be take around water. Don’t swim in lakes as they are very 
dirty and there are no life guards around. Safe swimming areas are marked by flags on beaches around our 
coast. For a little bit of fun at the end we did a quite quiz about fire safety and competed against other schools. 
We really enjoyed it and learned lots.  

Mrs Yousef came to visit us 

to talk about Islam.  We 

learnt about how Muslim people pray five 

times a day and listened to the special call to 

prayer.  We then looked at the mosque and 

how it is a special place of worship for Muslims.  

Did you know that there is a 

special way to prepare for 

prayer called Wudu?  It in-

volves washing in a particular 

way, including their hands, 

face, mouth, nose and feet.  It is important to 

do this as a sign of respect.  Everyone takes 

their shoes off before they go inside the 

mosque.  We then drew our own pictures of 

what we thought a mosque would look like and 

Mrs Yousef prepared a fun quiz to see how 

much  we had learned! 



  

Dear Friends, 

 
Thank you very much for your support last term – our Easter raffle, ‘Guess the number of eggs in the box’ 
and ‘bag2school’ collections were all very successful!  
Our fundraising supports school in obtaining equipment for our children's enjoyment and use. Thanks to 
your generosity and fund raising efforts, we now have a traversing wall in place. Two large mesh multi 
purpose frames will be installed soon, at opposite ends of the junior yard, for the children to play basket-
ball, football or cricket games. Fantastic! 
Matched funding 
Many companies offer employees the chance to boost their fundraising efforts by 'matching' the money 
they raise. It really is money for nothing and we could double the amount of cash we raise. 
If you think your employer would do this (a quick internet search will also give you a list of companies that 
have been known to match fund, or simply ask your boss), please contact us - friendsofstgo-
drics@gmail.com. 
Movie night – Thursday 26

th
 May 

Our movie night is on Thursday 26
th

 May (film is still to be confirmed). Tickets are £3.50 and this in-
cludes a drink, sweets and hot dog/veggie dog or jam roll. Order forms to follow soon. 
Summer Fun day - Sunday 26

th
 June (1.00pm – 4.00pm) 

We’re starting to make plans and put arrangements in place for our fun day. Our next meeting is at 
6.00pm on Thursday 21

st
 April in St Bede’s Room- please come along and give us your support. 

We know that some of you like to have some idea in advance of collections for the fun day, so here is our 
planned list: 

 
 

Start saving your empty jars now! We’ll soon be collecting filled jars to be used as prizes on the children’s 
tombola stall. They are clean empty jars, filled with sweets, unused party bag items, pencils, pens, cray-
ons or felt tips, hair accessories or anything that you think would be enjoyed by a child. 
Closer to the time we will be asking for volunteers to help up set up for the fun day – and also to help on 
stalls – any help you can give will be much appreciated! Any time you can give is a help, but as a guide, 
we ask for volunteers for any of the following times, to help on stalls or with set up: 
Thursday 23

rd
 June - 6.00pm onwards in St Bede’s Presbytery 

Sunday 26th June – 10.00am – 1.00pm, 1.00pm - 2.00pm, 2.00pm – 3.00pm, 3.00pm – 4.00pm 
School uniform collections 
Please remember that we collect any school uniform that you no longer use, and we’ll be selling this at 
our Summer fun day. Uniform must be unmarked and in good condition – just drop it off at reception and 
we will collect it from there.  
Home baked cakes and biscuits 
If you can help with refreshments after school mass or a liturgy, or can provide home baked cakes or bis-
cuits, please let us know. 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
Please don’t forget to register with www.easyfundraising.co.uk for your online shopping.  The school then 
receive a small percentage of your spend at no additional cost to you! 
Get in touch 
If you have any questions – or suggestions – please get in touch. You can now email us -  friendsofstgo-
drics@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Week commencing 9
th
 May Chocolates and sweets 

Week commencing 16
th
 May Toiletries and baskets 

Week commencing 23
rd

 May Bottles 

Week commencing 13
th
 June Soft toys and games 

Week commencing 20
th
 June Books 

Friday 24
th
 June Home baked cakes and biscuits 
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