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Message from the Head Teacher 
You will be aware of the considerable financial pressures on schools 
at the moment and while there has been the opportunity to respond 
to government proposals for a national funding formula, this does not 
deal with the real issue of inadequate funding of education overall. 
Please write to your MP and take any other opportunity to make 
your voice heard in relation to this issue which affects all young 
people. 
 
On a connected theme, recently two parents have asked whether 
they can make donations towards school activities and of course this 
would be welcome. If any parent wishes to do this please contact 
Matt Pickett, School Business Manager, or send a cheque payable to 
St Leonard’s Catholic School for his attention  
(MPickett@st-leonards.durham.sch.uk). We currently use any 
donations of this kind to support additional activities like Sports Day, 
the pantomime and school retreats, however it is also possible for 
the donor to ask for the money to be used for a specific purpose. 
 
The diocesan consultation on Multi-Academy Trusts was concluded in 
December and we have received a summary of the results (see link 
on our website). We now await further guidance as to the future 
plans for the schools in the diocese. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Spring Concert, please 
buy tickets in advance of this. 
 
May I wish you all a peaceful and joyful Easter. 

Mr Campbell 

Appointments 

 
Could I respectfully remind parents to ring school in 
order to make an appointment when you wish to 
speak to a member of staff.   It is not practical for 

parents to arrive at school 
expecting to be seen without 
prior arrangement. 
Thank you. 
 

Mr Campbell 
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On the Front Page 

On the front of this half-term’s   
edition is a picture of our CAFOD 
young leaders, who have been 
helping to raise money for 
CAFOD throughout this year.  An 
article about the group can be 
found on page 6. 

At the top left hand corner on the 
front page is the Catholic 
Partnership badge.  Articles about 
events that St Leonard’s has taken 
part in can be found on page 4.   

Helping your son/daughter to 
revise 

 

If you are struggling to think of ways in 
which you could help your child to 
revise, why not listen to the following 
link to a BBC radio programme which 
gives some advice on the topic. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
p04xnfqw 

Please also see advice on our website. 
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The Japanese culture and language trip 
 

On Friday 3rd March, ten Year 9 pupils travelled to Durham University for an introduction to Japanese culture 
and language.  When we arrived, we met with a teacher from Teiko University.  Her name 
was Sayo and she gave us a brief introduction to the Japanese language.  We learnt that 
there are three different alphabets in Japanese:  Hiragana, Katakana and 
Kanji.  Sayo taught us how to write our names in Japanese. 
Afterwards she taught us basic phrases such as:  

“Kon nichiwa” which means “Hello” 
“Sayonara” which means “Goodbye” 
 and “Arigato” or as we know it, “Thank you”. 
Then Sayo showed us how to create origami dogs. 

 
After the origami, we went to the Oriental Museum where we met with our 
very enthusiastic guide for the day, Jen. We learnt about the ancient warriors 
of Japan: the Samurai. These warriors relied on stealth to 
ambush their enemies or to take them out from a 
distance. They were skilled in using lots of different 
weapons such as the “naginata”, a long pole with a blade 
attached onto the end; the “sai”, a type of three bladed 
knife and the longbow, which they were so skilled with 
that they could fire it while riding on the back of a horse. 
 

We were also taught about how, in Japan, if a game is released, the news 
networks make that their top story. They also post figures such as how 
many copies of the game have been sold.  
 
After returning to Teiko University, and having lunch, we played the 
“kendama” ball and cup game.  We all got the hang of it quite quickly!  

In the afternoon, a group of professional drummers known as “Kaminari UK”, which translates as 
“Thunder” played on “taiko” drums.  They played a number of pieces that originated from all over 
Japan.  For one particular piece they were dressed as Japanese demons and danced while they  
            played the drums.  
 
            It was a great experience! 
 

Alex Sisterson, 9L 
 

Pupils hard at 
work to 
create this 
wonderful 
finished 
product. 



 

                 Outward Bound 

A group of Year 7’s joined pupils from across the Catholic 
Partnership, to take part in an outward bounds weekend.  The 
beautiful surroundings of Ford Castle was disturbed by the noise 
of 60 pupils laughing, screaming and shouting as they worked 
together in teams to conquer each of the activities in front of 
them.  Teamwork and good communication were the key to 
success as pupils climbed high to reach 
their leap of faith; or lost their sight 
and had to rely on their other senses 
whilst doing the nightline.  Despite the 

weather, pupils and staff embraced all activities, especially the assault 
course which had become something of a mud bath!  Ford Castle was a 

hugely successful weekend building friendship and 
confidence and learning how to overcome the obstacles that we face. 

Mr Hughes 

Year 8 Catholic Partnership Team Maths Challenge 

Four of St Leonard’s finest faced other schools from the local area. They competed across different 
rounds including strategy games, problem solving and even 
had to do a bit of running in the speed relay round.  Their 
efforts did not lead to a trophy this time around, as hosts 
St. Bede’s took the top spot, but the team showed 
excellent attitude and dedication throughout.                   
Well Done! 

Mr Kerswell 4 

Catholic Partnership Events 

Even staff took part in the assault 
course, with rather muddy results! 

Netball Tournament 
 
Congratulations to the Year 7 Netball team who ended their season, by winning 

the Catholic Partnership Netball Tournament.  The tournament was held at Sports Central, which is the 
home of Team Northumbria who play in the Super League.  They 
convincingly defeated nine other schools on their way to taking the 
title.  The trophy was presented by Leah Kennedy, a former Carmel 
pupil who now plays for England. 
 
This has been a real mixed season for the team, solid foundations have 
been laid, and ending the season on such a high is a true reflection of 
the hard work and commitment they have shown this season. 
I very much look forward to working with these girls again in Year 8. 

 
Mrs Hockaday 
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FROM THE RIVER: BOAT CLUB NEWS 

This half term has seen our rowers broadening their horizons, competing at Yorkshire Head in York and North 
of England Head in Chester.  This is the first time the boat club has raced at either of these events for a number 
of seasons.  Yorkshire Head saw some creditable performances – the girls’ 8 in particular, made up of girls from 
Year 10 to 13, lugging our heavy wooden 8 down the 5k course.  The Year 10-13 girls also competed on the 
Tyne at Ponteland Junior Head, with the weather reminding us all that regatta season is just around the corner. 
The day belonged to the Year 10 girls who came strong seconds in the Year 10 and Year 11 girls’ quads, as well 
as a second Year 10 girls’ quad beating competition two years older than them!   
The wins were: 
Yorkshire Head 
J18 4x –     Owen Farmer, Aidan Rushforth, Jo Hare, Joshua Dodds (fastest quad of day) 
Senior 4x –    Kieran Liddle, Patrick Laing, Jonathan Kent, R Bewick (Durham School) 
J18 2x –     Owen Farmer, Jo Hare   
J17 2x –     Joshua Dodds, Jonathan Kent  
 
Prior to all of this, the school’s rowers also competed at the North East Indoor Rowing Championships at 
Maiden Castle.  There were some excellent performances across the age groups.  The medallists are shown 
below: 
Year 8 girls:   Ella Shaw – Bronze   Year 9 boys:   Oliver Wilmore – Silver 
Year 10 girls:   Lydia Hare – Gold  Year 11 boys:     Joseph Adamson – Silver  
Year 13 boys:  Owen Farmer – Gold 
        Aidan Rushforth – Bronze  
 
We would also like to express our thanks to the Friends of St Leonard’s who continue to generously support the 
club.  They assisted in the purchase of our new leg press hack squat machine for the ergo room.  
Anyone looking to get involved in rowing should get in touch with me.  I can usually be found in Hu2 or Hu4.  

Mr Smith  

Operation Wallacea 
A mixture of current Year 11’s and 12’s are working towards going on an expedition for two 
weeks in July 2018 to the Great African Rift Valley, stopping in Tanzania and Malawi.  There we 
will research the reducing biodiversity including the unusual and unique fish found in Lake 

Malawi and the neighbouring local wildlife.  Spending our first five nights in Masoko, Tanzania, we will survey wildlife 
found in and around volcanic crater lakes.  This will give us a great opportunity to explore Africa, practising new 
research skills whilst learning to dive in order to conduct further explorations.  To help with our surveys we will be 
trained on the fish species from experienced biologists in order to help with in-water transect surveys.  In the last 
few days we will transfer to the Liwonde National Park in Malawi where we get to experience the unbelievable sights 
of the large game including elephants, hippos and rhinos from both a boat and vehicle safari with experienced local 
guides, and to help prevent poaching. We are all very much looking forward to the expedition and any donations 
would be extremely helpful!  
 
Over the last term, the Operation Wallacea group have been present at parents’ evenings 
raising awareness and funds.  To be able to travel to Tanzania and Malawi, each pupil 
needs to raise three thousand pounds to cover the costs of travel, to allow them to 
participate in the research and to provide funding for Operation Wallace to continue 
carrying out their important work.  As a team, many cakes were baked and sold along 
with a number of drinks to both parents and pupils at multiple parents’ evenings.  Thank 
you to all who made a donation, it is greatly appreciated as it will help us take part in this vital work.  
 
Another thing we have been doing to raise money is bake sales, and lots of them!  You may have already seen us in 
the porches, selling cakes and buns, or seen our posters around school and in the registers, and for those of you who 
have bought cakes from us… Thank you!  Don’t worry if you haven’t because there are plenty more bake sales 
coming soon, so keep an eye out for us in school selling baked treats, and when you do see us come and buy 
something sweet and delicious to help you get through the day – you deserve it!  
 
Make sure you look out for our future fundraising events and don’t miss out on future opportunities to make a 
donation. 
                     Mr Hughes 



 

This Spring term has been a busy time for CAFOD and our Year 10 Leaders.  
Not only was there a second, highly successful lower school disco which 
raised several hundreds of pounds but, here at St Leonard’s, we participated 
in a whole-school non-uniform day which raised £1258. 
 

Following this huge effort, all tutor groups were asked to choose what they wanted the money we had raised to 
be spent on.  The most popular choices were a clean water supply for a community and a safe place to learn.  
We didn’t quite have sufficient on this occasion to buy a camel but we were able to purchase some more 
chickens, a goat and a donkey.  The work of CAFOD around the world is ongoing and our Year 10 pupils are 
really leading the way at St Leonard’s with their new ideas, as well as their commitment to see events through to 
a successful conclusion.  Added to this, is the CAFOD message of social justice which can be seen in action 
throughout the school. 
 
We will be launching the leadership programme to involve the present Year 9s in the Summer term and are 
really looking forward to trying out new ways of fundraising and promoting CAFOD’s themes.  
 
The CAFOD website has lots of incredible stories and inspirational videos, all of which are worth a look! 

www.cafod.org.uk  
Miss Smith and the Year 10 CAFOD Leaders 

Flame 2017 
On Saturday 11th March a group of pupils and I headed to Wembley Arena for 

Flame 2017.  The theme for Flame 2017 was inspired by the song ’10,000 Reasons’ (based 
on psalm 103) and speaks of the love and tenderness of God towards us, his children and prompts us 

to find 10,000 reasons to praise God. 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols said, ‘This theme both encourages us to see the unique 
gifts of every person and to go forth from the arena at the end of the day with 
renewed faith and fresh reasons to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to the world.’ 
On the day, we were inspired by a variety of excellent speakers who shared 
their faith journeys and gave us new reasons to celebrate our faith.  After a 
long but fantastic day, everyone left with many blessings from 
the day we celebrated together with 10,000 other young people 
and adults who work with young people. 

Year 8 Retreats 
 
During four days in the first 
week of Lent, Year 8 went to 
Ushaw College for a day retreat, 
two classes each day.  It was an 
opportunity to:  take a step back 
from the business of the school 

day, get to know each other better, spend time thinking about 
the season of Lent whilst learning a little bit more about it, and 
what we can do to mark the season.  We 
also had a tour of part of Ushaw College and 
learnt about its history and the importance 
of the College in the history of the Church 
in the North East.  We were fortunate to 
have lovely weather so we could enjoy the 
beautiful grounds each lunch time. 
 

Catherine Simcox 
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The pilgrimage to Rome was a new experience in 
many ways.  For instance, I had never before seen 
the vast Italian city laid out before me from the 
dome of St Peter’s Basilica.  Nor had I walked the 
Necropolis beneath its foundations, or in my 
sheltered youth had I ever been serenaded by a 
Senegalese man as he tried to sell his EP with a 
number of stylish bangles to a priest eating pizza!  
 
Within the Basilica itself, lay stunning marble statues 
such as the ‘Pietà ’, hand crafted by Michelangelo in 
1498/99, depicting the wounded form of Christ laid 
across a young Mary’s lap.  I was able to admire this 
in great detail over a length of time, though others 

had become rather 
hungry for lunch 
whilst waiting!   
 
Spiritually, the trip 
offered much 
opportunity for 
growth and a 
greater 
understanding of 

the history of Christianity, with opportunities to 
tour and study the numerous religious sites around 
the city.  There was also the  chance to speak to 
members of the various religious orders who have 
devoted their lives to their faith:  from Jesuit priests 
to Benedictine monks.  However, there is something 
even for those who are unsure of their religious 
alignment, from the history of the area, the local 
cuisine and the preserved monuments of an ancient 
empire.  Mr Murray’s numerous contacts granting 
access to sites ranging from the Colosseum, to the 
what is believed to be the tomb of St Peter himself, 
still wrapped in the graffiti of long 
dead pilgrims wishing for his 
blessing, and possibly in the 
endeavour to be remembered 
themselves.  
 
It all certainly makes Rome worth 
seeing. 
 
  Jonathan Phillips, 13O 

It was the very early hours of a February half term morning, 
when eight students began their travels to the pilgrim city 
of Rome.  Accompanied by Mr Murray and Fr Colm, it was 
destined to be a very entertaining yet reflective journey; 
especially with our accommodation being a few meters 
away from the action of St Peter's square itself, as well as 
what Mr Murray liked to call it 'The One Euro Cafe'. 
 
Rome itself provided endless stupendous activities! 
Climbing the mighty heights of the Dome in St Peter's not 
only gave us breath taking views of the basilica and city, but 
gave a brilliant opportunity to pick up some depth effect 
photos.  Vatican Radio 
allowed us to explore 
different concepts of 
communication with some 
powerful stories from our 
leader, Sean, about 
refugees who felt invisible 
to the world and wanted 
the Pope to talk about them to change that.  Moreover, we 
got to experience the live musical talents of Senegal's Lassay 
Toure whilst enjoying some of the best pizza available in the 
world! Furthermore, we got to explore the many ancient 
places of worship and Rome's famous heritage sites 
including the colosseum.  However, we didn't just receive 
the normal tourist information about these places but how 
they were relatable to us as Christians.  With the Catholic 
religion being illegal until around 300AD, many Christians 
died for their faith or risked their lives to worship God as 
well as loving others. 
 
The schools connections worked their magic and got us 
into St Peter's scavi to see the tomb of the man himself. 
We also got to witness what 
remains of the first burial 
ground that was on the site of 
St Peter’s as well as the Popes 
themselves. We were also 
granted special tickets to an 
audience with the Pope which 
allowed us to get only a few 
meters away from him as well 
as an enthusiastic wave. 
 
Rome offered us a very valuable break away from our A 
Level studies to reflect on our relationship with God, each 
other and ourselves.  Our reflections were guided by Mr 
Murray and Fr Colm in mass, night prayer and daily 
moments of silence.  We also had help from a wide range of 

inspirational people ranging from training 
priests to a Jesuit to Fr Ben who is a 
Dominican monk.  The time was very 
enhancing not just for religion but for 
our peace of mind too which is crucial in 
dealing with the stress of studies.  A trip 
to be remembered. 

Kieran Liddle, 13L 

 Two views of Rome 



8 

Witness for the Prosecution:   
Year 9 Mock Trial Competition  

 
The study of Law is becoming more and more popular 
amongst our pupils, and if the enthusiasm and competence 
of the group of Year 9 pupils who took part in the national 
Mock Trial competition at Teesside Court in March is 
anything to go by, this pattern looks set to continue. 
 

The case against the defendant Bek Lejohn, who was accused of burglary, was won by our 
Prosecuting Counsel of Laura Hewitt and Jenny Grehan-Bradley, against Carmel College.  
Whilst we did not win to go through to the next round, our pupils were highly commended by 
the Judges, who commented that ‘they could have taught real barristers a thing or two…’. 
 
Many congratulations to all the Year 9 pupils involved, and to the Year 13 boys who planned and 
ran the practice sessions:  Max Pamler, Joseph Grehan-Bradley, Miles Pressland and Damilola 
Milburn. 

Mrs Grehan-Bradley 

Maths Inspiration Lecture 2017 

 

A keen and enthusiastic group of Year 10 and 
11 maths pupils recently attended the aptly 
entitled ‘Maths Inspiration’ lecture.  Many 
would not see a full morning of maths as a 
treat but with speakers of this quality and 
providing this level of intrigue it really was!   

The morning consisted of three engaging speakers demonstrating their particular areas of 
expertise and interest in maths.  Topics included:  maths on the back of an envelope, and a sort of 
‘rough and ready’ maths to answer quite absurd questions such as how many sausages were 
eaten in the UK today?  The group were also shown how maths can be found in all parts of the 
house including the kitchen sink!  Two of the speakers offered up musical treats with a 
demonstration of how closely maths is linked with music and in particular the vibrations of 
strings on an electric guitar.   

It was an enthralling morning that was certainly enjoyed by all especially with the use of practical 
maths, that you could certainly see being used in the real world.  There was also elements of 
some abstract maths that you couldn’t possibly see a use for, but nevertheless provided the 
observer with some interesting spectacles and certainly got the brain working!  

                 Mr Old 



Visit to Disneyland, Paris: 15th – 18th 
February 2015  
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Between their schoolwork, homework and social life, 
pupils of St Leonard’s may find it challenging to 
exercise to stay fit and healthy regularly, let alone on a 
daily basis!  Therefore, the PE department (especially 
Mr Hughes) collaborating with Year 7, has created a 
handful of daily exercises which are effective, quick and 
fun.  These activities have been collectively called the 
‘30 Day Fitness Challenge’. 
 
What is it? 
It is a workout regime consisting of lower and upper 
body exercises specially picked for each day of the 
month creating a simple way to get a more toned, 
energetic and healthy body.  As the exercises gradually 
become more strenuous, you realise that you have 
improved and experience a sense of achievement.  It is 
also designed to inspire you to continue exercising 
once the month is up. 
 
How do you do it?  
To take part, simply collect one of the two sheets with 
all the information you will need and you’re off!  Don’t 
forget though that there are two levels of the 
Challenge:  beginner and intermediate.  This is because 
Mr Hughes understands that different people are at 
different stages of fitness and the challenge should be 
for everyone . The only difference is that the 
intermediate focuses on harder and more persistent 
activities (such as 20 squat thrusts x3, up and down 
planks for 30 seconds x3, 20 mountain climbers x3, 
etc) while the beginner focuses on easier and less 
frequent work-outs (which include things like 30 
second jog on the spot, 20 jumping jacks, 10 lunges, 
etc).  To make it more enjoyable and family friendly, 
some days include extra suggestions like, ‘Challenge A 
Parent’ or ‘Choose Your Own’.  Additionally, it 
includes rest days.  You can’t be expected to plough 
through endlessly; your body would be under too 
much pressure and would need to repair and rest. 
 
How does it help? 
It’s all very well deciding that you want to take part, 
but wouldn’t you be more motivated to get up and be 
active if you knew how it benefits your body? Here is a 
short list of some of the tasks exercise helps your 
body manage: 
 It improves blood circulation - this can even prevent 

heart disease! 
 It keeps weight under control as it uses up the 

energy stored in calories and fat. 
 It boosts your energy and metabolism levels as you 

are more capable of being active. 
 It releases tension and stress and in place boosts 

enthusiasm and optimism. 

 It helps you sleep more soundly so you aren’t tired 
the next day for school. 

 Finally, it improves your social life as it provides a 
way to share an activity with family and friends. 

 
How does it encourage you to continue after 
the 30 days? 
One of the reasons is that, once the 30 days are over, 
it will have become part of your routine and maybe 
even a part that you enjoy! This means you will 
hopefully want to keep it in your routine and be able 
to continue with your fit and healthy lifestyle. Also, you 
are likely to become accustomed to that overwhelming 
sense of achievement when you finish, knowing that 
you are improving. The fact that you are becoming 
fitter and more confident will probably make you feel 
happy and you won’t want to give up your new self-
esteem. 
 
Other people’s opinions 
Here are what other pupils think of the challenge: 
Millie Bladen said, “I am doing it every single night. I enjoy 
it and it will make me more healthy and athletic. I have 
taken a picture of it so I can do it every month!”  
Alex Smiles said, “It is a great way to encourage people to 
keep fit and healthy while having fun.” 
 
I even spoke to Mr Old,  7L’s Tutor to see if adults 
notice a positive change in the children participating. 
“I think it’s a really good idea for the children and more 
year groups should do it.” 
 
My opinion 
In my view, the fitness challenge is great: not only does 
it give you a month to grow in confidence, fitness and 
capability, but it motivates you and gives you the 
option, if you don’t exercise regularly already, to 
continue with this healthy and happy part of your 
routine. All of this in just a few minutes a day! I would 
certainly try to promote this idea for other year 
groups and even try setting the challenges in times like 
the summer holidays so you can go outdoors too! 
 
Conclusion 
To sum it all up, the fitness challenge is a fantastic way 
to improve your athleticism whilst having fun all in a 
matter of minutes. It is a healthy alternative to sitting 
watching television or playing video games and does a 
lot of amazing things for your body that you may not 
have known about before! I also hope that you 
consider continuing after the 30 days. It has obviously 
been a hit with the participants…will it be a hit with 
you? 
     By Laila Barnwell, 7L 

30 Day Fitness Challenge 
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Rugby Club 

We have been lucky enough to have a Rugby League coach come in to do sessions with our Year 7 girls.  Due 
to the enthusiasm and eagerness to play, the Year 7 girls have been invited to join the rugby club on a 
Thursday night.  The club now has over 30 players each week doing a variety of drills and games.  All Year 7 

and 8 pupils are welcome to train.  Hopefully their hard training 
pays off, as the girls compete at Kingston Park in a Sky Try Rugby 
tournament and the boys go off to Barnard Castle to play in a 
Rugby 7’s Tournament. 

Mr Hughes 10 

Year 10 Football Team 

Despite not entering the Year 10 league this year, 
the  boys’ football team have managed to win all of 
their matches to reach the final of the League Cup.  
This will be held at Newcastle United’s training 
ground on Friday 19th May, kick off 17:30; I’m sure 
the boys would appreciate your support if you are 
able to make it. 

Mr Bell 

Girls’ Football 

The girls are continuing to work through their fixtures. 

The U16 girls are currently sitting at the top of the 
league and have been unbeaten all season.  They are 
through to the semi-final of the county cup and will be 
playing St John’s in this competition at the end of the 
month. 

The U14’s team made it through to the third round of 
the county cup, but unfortunately went out to St 
Joseph’s. They have recently finished joint third in the 
Durham Central tournament and they have three games 
left to play in the league. 

The Year 7 girls’ team have recently found their form 
winning two of their last three games.  They are also 
out of the cup but they are working well through their 
fixtures.  They have a tournament at the end of March 
at Maiden Castle, so watch this space. 

      Mrs Bell 

Cricket Leaders 
In the coming weeks a select number of our GCSE 
PE pupils in Year 10 will become qualified ‘Cricket 
Leaders’ which will allow them to umpire at primary 
school festivals during the summer term and help 
out with cricket in our school.  

Mr Bell 

Sixth Form Football Team 

The Sixth Form football team are 
coming towards the end of their 
season and they continue to occupy 
top spot in the league.  They have also 
reached the final of the Senior Knock 
Out Cup and the League Cup Final so 
a treble is still very much on the cards 
for the most successful school team 
the school has ever had.  What a 
fantastic way for those in Year 13 to 
end their school sports careers! 

Boxercise 
 

Soccercise and Boxercise have been a great success for 
the girls this half term.  We have had good numbers at 
the KS3 Soccercise and pleasing numbers at the Year 11 
Boxercise.  The Boxercise will be continuing for all year 
groups (girls only at the minute) after the Easter break.  
The sessions are £1 each and pupils can join at any time. 

Mrs Bell 

Getting Active:  Year 7 
In March, Year 7 joined @thebodycoach.  
Joe Wicks, founder of ‘Lean in 15’, put 
on a special session for pupils all over 
the country.  After the hard work Year 
7 pupils have done with their fitness 
challenge, this seemed like an ideal way 
to inspire them further. 1000’s of pupils 

all across the 
country took part 
and it was another 
great opportunity 
for our pupils to get 
active. 

Mr Hughes 



Table Tennis 

The table tennis club continues to go from strength 
to strength. We now have a regular group of over 
20 boys from Year 7 attending the club on a 
Wednesday after school. Many of those boys are 
now playing in a friendly league on a Sunday and are 
hoping to progress to competitive leagues very 
soon. It has been a tremendous effort from all of 
the boys and the progress they are seeing in their 
own performance is outstanding. We have high 
hopes for them in the table tennis world in the 
future. 

Mr Bell 

Indoor Cricket 

Having dominated the qualifying round which involved 
other schools from Central Durham, both Under 13 and 
Under 15 boys reached the County finals with a 100% 
record. The Under 13 finals came first and despite giving 
a very good account of themselves just missed out 
narrowly in the semi-finals but have given themselves a 
lot to look forward to in the future. 

The Under 15 finals were two days later and having won 
their group convincingly they faced St John’s in the final 
which they managed to win with the last ball of the 
game. This is the first time the school has won the 
competition and is a fantastic achievement. The team will 
now go on to represent the County in the regional finals 
in July. 

A huge well done to all concerned. Year 11 GCSE PE 

The Year 11 GCSE PE 
cohort had a very successful 
moderation day.  All of the 
pupils performed very well 
and banked some good 
marks.  The pressure is on 
now to make sure these 
marks do not go to waste 
with a bad written exam in 
the summer. Good luck 
guys! 

Mrs Bell 

BTEC Sport 
The Year 13 BTEC Sport 
students have been testing 
their sporting prowess at 
the Sport Science Lab at 
Durham University.  It was 
a great opportunity to see 
what facilities the 
department has to offer 
and what sort of testing 
they may experience if they 
choose to follow a degree 
in Sport Science. The pupils 
really enjoyed the sessions, 
which included several 
health screening tests and 
more demanding fitness 
testing.  A great 
experience. 

Mrs Bell 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Years 7 girls who were crowned Indoor Athletics County Champions last Friday. 
The girls dominated both the track and field events, and were head and shoulder above the position, winning 
all but one event. 
 
There is no doubt at all that we have some superstars in the making, and we now look forward to the 
Athletics season starting after Easter. 
 
Training will start after the Easter holidays on a Wednesday night after school. Why don't you come along 
and be part of it? 

Mrs Hockaday 

Badminton 
St Leonard’s took part once again in the 
Durham Interschool’s Badminton 
Competition at Belmont Community 
School on Monday 20th March.  The team 
comprised of four boys and four girls, 
mostly from Year 9, who regularly attend 
the after school club on Tuesday’s.  Due 
to the popularity of the club, we were able 
to take two teams for the first time ever. 
All pupils took part in some great games 
with the second team making it all the way 
to the semi-finals before 
being knocked out by the 
eventual winners.  The 
pupils will continue to train 
hard and hope to bring 
some silverware back next 
time round!  

Mr Robinson 
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EMOTIONAL HEALTH AND RESILIENCE NURSE 
 
I am the Emotional Health and Resilience Nurse providing support primarily to secondary schools within the 
Durham locality around emotional health difficulties and I am allocated to St Leonard's School.   
There are five full time Emotional Health and Resilience Nurses working across County Durham who are 
individually tailoring the service to meet the needs of their schools and communities within their individual 
localities. 
The Emotional Health and Resilience Nurses are working in partnership with the 0-19 service provided by 
Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust as well as the Local Authority, Education and other voluntary 
agencies.    
Part of my role is the delivery of the YAM Programme (Youth Aware of Mental Health).  At the present time 
this programme is being delivered in St Leonard's School to all Year 9 pupils as part of a Pilot programme.  It is 
aimed at promoting increased knowledge about mental health through discussion, dialogue and play.  The main 
aim is that pupils learn from each other and are encouraged to practice empathy and solidarity. YAM offers a 
hands on approach to different mental health issues.  The aim is for a non-judgemental and safe atmosphere to 
be established so that pupils will fully engage and participate and ultimately for their knowledge and confidence 
regarding mental health to be boosted. 
Year 9 pupils who have already been part of the five week programme have interacted and engaged in an 
extremely positive manner.  Healthy discussion and debate around mental health has occurred during the 
sessions and pupils have shown great maturity in their responses.  Thank you to those pupils who have already 
been part of the programme.  Your positive engagement, interactions and  valuable contributions are all key to 
the success of the programme. 
I am in school on a weekly basis and will be providing universal classroom based interventions, workshops and 
assemblies across year groups raising awareness of emotional health and resilience and reducing stigma 
associated with mental health.   
We have set up our own Facebook and Twitter pages and you can access these via: 
 
http://m.facebook.com/emotionalresiliencenurses/ 
 
@EHRnurses 

Abbie Haswell 

World Book Day & Book Fair 
 

World Book Day, celebrating its 20th 
year, fell on Thursday 2nd March. The 
library selected books which also have an 

anniversary this year, from Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone (also 20 years) through to The 
Hobbit (80 years old) along with Gulliver's Travels 
(whose author celebrates his 400th birthday this 
year).  Lunchtime in the library saw a competition 
being run to match characters to the six selected 
books, with the chance of wining one of five £5 
vouchers which could be spent at the Book Fair.  
Well done to all those who won. 
From 3rd to 10th March, the library also had the 
annual Scholastic Book Fair, a chance for pupils to 
view and purchase selected books.  There were 
some brilliant books on offer, and pupils were able to 
use their £1 book tokens as well.  We made an 
unbelievable £701.51!  Through this, the library will 
receive £350.76 worth of free books!   A massive 
thank you to everyone who purchased an item, 
whether a book or stationery and to all those pupils 
who helped to make this such a great 
event. 

Miss Waldock  

Once again our pupils have amazed us with their creativity 
and understanding of the topics they learn here at St 
Leonard’s.  Above is an image designed by Finn Haigh, Year 
9 about ‘Why live near a hazardous area?’, part of Year 9 
Tectonics Works.  The work is now being used as a useful 
resource for others. 

Mr Mitchell 

Geography 



Hannah Potvliege Clarinet Grade 2 

Matthew Hunt Clarinet Grade 4 

Patryk Slowikowski Clarinet Grade 4 

Lucy Whalen Clarinet Grade 4 

Joe Binks Piano Grade 2 

Isaac Bryan Piano Grade 6 

Toni Wong Piano Grade 6 

Peter Hampshire Piano Grade 7 

Robert Hunt Violin Grade 4 

Megan Thomas Voice Grade 3 

Rebecca Page  Voice  Grade 8 

The composer James Redwood, together with players from the 
world renowned ‘Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment’, came 
into school in February to 
work with Year 10 GCSE 

Music pupils.  Following some crazy warm up games, the pupils were 
challenged with composing music to accompany a specially 
commissioned film.  Our pupils certainly rose to the challenge, and 
really impressed James and the orchestral players with their ideas and 
enthusiasm.  

 

A month later and the Year 10 pupils walked to Durham Johnston to prepare for the momentous 
concert, which would take place in both schools the following day.  It was an exhausting but exhilarating 
day and the pupils were delighted to hear their music being played by the forces of the Orchestra of the 
Age of Enlightenment.  The two concerts were both superb and well received by the Year 8 and 9 pupils 
at Durham Johnston and later that day, by the Year 7’s at St Leonard’s.  Our pupils were also involved as 
performers on the day, which is an experience they will never forget. The photograph below appeared 
on the OAE 
Twitter page, 
and was taken 
from the back 
of the 
orchestra 
giving a real 
flavour of this epic event.  

Mr Grehan-Bradley 

Music News 

Congratulations to the following pupils 

who have recently passed music examinations:  

 

Have you taken a music examination recently?  

If so, please inform Mr Grehan-Bradley so that 
your name can appear on our next newsletter.  

Mr Grehan-Bradley 
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On Tuesday 28th February, St Leonard’s had the privilege of a visit to the Calsonic Kansei manufacturing facility in 
Sunderland.  Here our pupils were shown around by the management to understand how a modern 
manufacturing business functions and to see what actually goes on in the plant. 
 
Firstly, the pupils were briefed by the managing director on how the plant 
does business.  This was in the form of a slideshow explaining about all of 
the different roles and supply chain models.  For those unfamiliar with 
Calsonic Kansei, 97% of its business is making injection moulded 
dashboard parts for Nissan Motors Manufacturing UK.   
 
Next was a tour of the shop floor.  However, before the pupils could 
even set foot in the plant all of the correct personal protective equipment had to be worn.  From the briefing 
room pupil groups were escorted by various staff around the different areas of the shop floor, on route they 
were taught about the various manufacturing processes happening.  The sheer scale of the operation was vast, 
Calsonic Kansei employs around two hundred people. 
 
Once the pupils had finished their various tours of the shop floor, it was back to the briefing room for some light 

refreshments and a de-brief.  The visit had encouraged our pupils to think about 
the real world prospects of employment within engineering and to ask some 
interesting questions about their own futures. 
 
Thank you to all of the engineering team at Calsonic Kansei and to the various 
staff of St Leonard’s who made this visit possible.  We will be returning with our 
future engineers.                Mr Routledge  

Choose Your Future 

On 15th March, 22 of our Year 8 pupils took part in Teesside University’s first “Choose your Future” 
event. 
 
There was a “market area” of all the different schools within the university, which they could visit and 
ask questions about the different courses they offered. These were open before the sessions started and 
during lunchtime. 
 
The pupils attended a 90 minute session in the morning and another in the afternoon. The pupils had a 
wide range of sessions to choose from, including:  crime scene investigation, criminology, sport, 
paramedics, operating practice, midwifery, occupational health, dental, physiotherapy, computer games 
design, the next big thing (electronic gismos). 
 
It gave them the feel of what being at university would be like as all the sessions were held in     
classrooms/lecture theatres within the campus and they were looked after by student ambassadors who 
  were very willing to answer any questions the pupils had. 
                 Mrs Mitchell 



Changes to your details 

Have you moved house 
recently?  Have you 
changed your phone 
number or email address?  
If so, please let us know.  
We need to keep up to 
date information on file, in 
case we need to contact 
you.  If you haven’t yet 
informed us, please send 
us an email or you can 
contact us by telephone. 

 

Many thanks, 

School Office Team 

Notices 
                   Holiday Dates 

2017 — 2018 

The Gardening Club’s hard work is beginning to pay off as flowers, planted 
last year, are starting to appear around the school.   The picture on the left 
is of some Johann Strauss tulip bulbs that the gardening club purchased and 
planted in pots next to the Music Department.  They certainly brighten up a 
dull day! We look forward to see what else the Gardening Club has in store 
this year.  If pupils would like to take part, they meet ever Wednesday 
lunchtime in the library from 12.50pm and after school on Wednesday 
from 3.30-4.15pm. 15 

Holiday Closing Date Re-Open 

Easter 2017 Friday 7.4.17 Monday 24.4.17 

May Day Holiday 2017 Friday 28.4.17 Tuesday 2.5.17 

Summer Half Term 2017 Friday 26.5.17 Monday 5.6.17 

Summer 2017 Friday 21.7.17 Wednesday 6.9.17 

Autumn Half Term 2017 Thursday 19.10.17 Monday 30.10.17 

Christmas 2017 Friday 22.12.17 Monday 8.1.18 

Spring Half Term 2018 Friday 9.2.18 Monday 19.2.18 

Easter 2018 Thursday 29.3.18 Monday 16.4.18 

May Day Bank Holiday 2018 Friday 4.5.18 Tuesday 8.5.18 

Summer Half Term 2018 Friday 25.5.18 Monday 4.6.18 

Summer 2018 Friday 20.7.18 To be determined 

Free Equipment 

With shrinking budgets for schools, it is even more important that we do not miss out on free equipment 
for school.  It is 21 years since we collected Sainsbury’s vouchers for our first two multimedia PCs by 
reusing carrier bags (and spending money) and in that time we have had a few thousand pounds worth of 
equipment. 

 

Vouchers collected 1995/6  

Please continue the effort to collect as many Sainsbury’s vouchers from relatives, friends and work 
colleagues as possible. Every voucher counts. 

Mr Creaghan 



Durham Churches Together   
Walk of Witness Good Friday 11.45am at St Nicholas’ Church  
 

Parish of the Durham Martyrs 
Mini Triduum: Wednesday 12th April for Elderly and Housebound 3.00pm at St Joseph’s  
Maundy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm at St Godric's 
Good Friday:  Stations of Cross led by Faith and Light Group 10am at St Joseph’s 
Good Friday: Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm at St Leonard’s School 
Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil 8.00pm at St Leonard’s School 
Easter Sunday: 10.00am at St Leonard’s School 
 

St Joseph’s Birtley 
Maundy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.30pm 
Good Friday: Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm 
Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil 8.30pm 
Easter Sunday: 8.15am & 10.00am 
 

St Cuthbert’s Chester-le-Street 
Maundy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm at St Bede’s, Sacriston  
Good Friday: Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm 
Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil 6.30pm 
Easter Sunday: 10.30am 
 

St Bede’s Sacriston 
Maundy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm 
Good Friday: Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm 
Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil 6.30pm at St Cuthbert’s, Chester-le-Street 
Easter Sunday: 9.00am 
 

St Cuthbert’s Durham 
Tuesday 11th April:  Way of the Cross 7.00pm 
Maundy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm  (with Watching until 10.00pm) 
Good Friday: Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm  
Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil 8.30pm 
Easter Sunday: 10.00am (no evening Mass) 
 

West Durham Family of Parishes 
Maundy Thursday:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.00pm at St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor 
Good Friday:  Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3.00pm at St Michael’s, Esh Laude 
Holy Saturday:  Easter Vigil 7.30pm at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Newhouse  
Easter Sunday:  9.00am at St Michael’s, Esh Laude  
        10.30am at St Joseph’s, Ushaw Moor 
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