
St Godric’s RC Primary School 

Year 6 

Medium Term Planning – Autumn Term 

Subject National Curriculum Programme of Study Resources 

Literacy Fiction Units: Waiting for Anya  by Michael Morpurgo  
Non-Fiction Units: What is Blood For? (Interactive e-
book) 
Poetry Unit: Powerful Language – Collected Poems 
by Ted Hughes; Poetic Voice – Ted Hughes and John 
Agard 
 
Reading – (including focused Guided Reading 
sessions) 

 reading a range of age-appropriate texts 
including novels, plays, poetry, non-fiction, 
reference and text books confidently, fluently 
and effortlessly  

 determine the meaning of new words by 
applying knowledge of root words, suffixes 
and prefixes 

 demonstrate appropriate intonation, tone and 
volume when reading aloud text, plays and 
poetry to make meaning clear to the audience 
  

Comprehension  

 recognises reoccurring themes and 
conventions across a range of texts 

 discuss how authors use language, including 
figurative language and how this impacts on 
the reader  

 uses elements taken from reading in own 
writing  

 make comparisons within and across different 
texts  

 summarise main idea from more than one 
paragraph 

 identify how punctuation is used for impact 
and effect  

Children study the collected poems of Ted Hughes 
and reinforce comprehension strategies to answer 
puzzles and questions in the poems. Children also will 
be looking at the similarities and differences in the 
free verse poetry of Ted Hughes and John Agard, 
focusing on imagery and exploring language 
patterns. Children will also be reading Waiting for 
Anya by Michael Morpurgo and exploring the 
language, structure and presentation of the text and 
will be taking part in a range of comprehension 

National Curriculum 
Pearson - 
Wordsmith 
 
Range of guided and 
shared reading 
materials 
 
 
Focus on Literacy 
 
100 Literacy 
Framework Lessons 
 
Hamilton Trust 
 
Newspapers and 
magazines  
 
 
NLS Spelling Bank 
Spellits Resource 
File 
 
Dictionaries; 
thesauruses 

 

 

http://www.st-godricsrc.durham.sch.uk/


activities to develop their understanding. When 
studying the non-fiction text, children will be using 
evidence from the text to find answers and scanning 
to locate specific information. Children will als be 
learning how grammatical, presentational and 
organisational features affect the presentation of 
information.  
 
Writing  

 note and develop initial ideas, drawing on 
reading and research 

 assess the effectiveness of their own and 
others’ writing 

 suggest changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning 

 use further organisational and presentational 
devices to structure texts and guide the reader 

Children study collected poems of Ted Hughes and 
explore similes, metaphors and personification in the 
poems and write their own free verse nature poems 
based on close observation. They will also write 
poems about the four seasons and use feedback to 
edit and improve their work. Children will use their 
comparisons of two poets to write their own free 
verse poetry modelled and in letter form. Children 
will be using their study of Waiting for Anya to write a 
range of text types including letters, dialogue, 
description, setting description, suspense 
paragraphs, non-chronological reports and extended 
pieces of writing. Children will be using their study of 
the non-fiction text to plan and write e-book screens 
of their own.  
 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

 identify the parts of a sentence (SVO) 

 understands how words are related by 
meaning as synonyms and antonyms 

 use colons to introduce a list and semi-colons 
within lists  

 spell homophones and other words that are 
often confused 

 use a thesaurus efficiently and effectively  

 recognising vocabulary and structures that are 
appropriate for formal speech and writing, 
including the subjunctive  

 use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

 construction of simple, compound and 
complex sentences  



 identifying and writing active and passive 
sentences 

 

Mathematics Week 1: Number and Place Value 
Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 000 
000 and determine the value of each digit; begin to 
round any whole number to a required degree of 
accuracy (10, 100, 1000, 10 000, 100 000); begin to 
multiply and divide numbers by 10, and 100 giving 
answers up to 3dp 
 
Week 2: Number and Place Value 
Continue to use negative numbers in context, 
counting forwards and backwards; calculate intervals 
across zero; solve number and practical problems 
that involve all of the above 
 
Week 3 : Addition and Subtraction 
Begin to solve addition and subtraction multi-step 
problems in contexts, deciding which methods and 
operations to use; recap use of formal written 
methods (column method) to solve problems using 
increasingly larger numbers 
 
Week 4 : Addition and subtraction 
Continue to solve addition and subtraction multi-step 
problems in contexts; solve problems involving some 
multiplication and division; use estimation to check 
answers to calculations and determine, in the context 
of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy 
 
Week 5: Multiplication and Division 
multiply 4 digit numbers by 1 digit; begin to multiply 
numbers up to 4 digits by a 2 digit number using the 
formal written method of long/short multiplication; 
perform mental calculations, including with mixed 
operations 
 
Week 6: Multiplication and Division 
Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 2 digit whole 
number using the formal written method of long or 
short division, where appropriate; interpret 
remainders as whole number remainders according 
to the context 
 
Week 7: Multiplication and Division 
Revise formal written methods for multiplication, 
division, addition and subtraction; identify common 
factors, common multiples and prime numbers 
(prime numbers to at least 19 and square numbers at 
least up to 144) 

 
National Curriculum 
 
Pearson – Abacus 
 
Numeracy flash 
cards 
 
Maths games 
 
Measuring 
equipment; 2D and 
3D shapes; rulers 
 
www.mymaths.co.u
k  
www.activelearnpri
mary.co.uk  
Education City 
 
Maths Herald  
 
NRICH resources 
NCETM resources 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/
http://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/


 
Half Term  
 
Week 8: Fractions 
Use common factors to simplify fractions; compare 
and order fractions with increasing confidence; 
identify the value of each digit in numbers given to 
3dp (tenth, hundredth, thousandth); begin to 
associate fraction with division and calculate decimal 
fraction equivalents (e.g. 1/8 = 0.125) 
 
Week 9: Fractions  
Add and subtract fractions with different 
denominators; begin to add and subtract mixed 
numbers; use common factors to simplify fractions; 
begin to multiply simple pairs of proper fraction; 
begin to divide proper fractions by whole numbers 
 
Week 10: Ratio and Proportion 
Solve simple problems involving the calculation of 
percentages (e.g. of measures and such as 15% of 
360); begin to solve problems involving unequal 
sharing and grouping using knowledge of fractions 
and multiples (e.g. what fraction is 500ml of 400ml?) 
 
Week 11: Algebra 
Introduce simple formulae (e.g. 3y=21, y=...); 
generate and describe linear number sequences at a 
simple level; begin to express missing number 
problems algebraically; find pairs of numbers that 
satisfy an equation with one unknown. 
 
Week 12: Properties of Shape 
Draw simple 2-D shapes using given dimensions and 
angles; recognise, describe and build simple 3-D 
shapes, including making nets; compare geometric 
shapes based on their properties and sizes; find 
unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals and 
regular polygons 
 
Week 13: Measure 
Begin to calculate the area of triangles; estimate the 
area of irregular shapes; continue to measure and 
calculate the perimeter and area of composite 
rectilinear shapes including finding unknown lengths 
in cm and m 
 
Week 14: Position and Direction; Statistics 
Describe positions on the coordinate grid (two 
quadrants, beginning to use 4); begin to draw and 
translate simple shapes on the coordinate plane and 



reflect them in the axes; begin to interpret and 
construct pie charts and line graphs  
 
Week 15: Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and 
Division 
Recap formal written methods using them to solve 
problems in context; begin to use knowledge of the 
order of operations to carry out calculations involving 
the four operations BODMAS 
  

Science Scientific Enquiry (ongoing) 

 plan different types of scientific enquiries to 
answer questions, including recognising and 
controlling variables where necessary 

 take measurements using a range of scientific 
equipment 

 record data and results of increasing 
complexity using scientific diagrams and 
labels 

 identify scientific evidence used to support or 
refute ideas and arguments 

 report and present findings from enquiries  

 use test results to make predictions to set up 
further comparative and fair tests 

 
Electricity 

 associate the brightness of a lamp or the 
volume of a buzzer with the number and 
voltage of cells used in the circuit 

 compare and give reasons for variations in 
how components function, including the 
brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers 
and the on/off position of switches 
 

Living things and their habitats 

 describe how living things are classified into 
broad groups according to common 
observable characteristics and based on 
similarities and differences, including micro-
organisms, plants and animals 

 give reasons for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics 

 

National Curriculum 
Durham Learning 
Resources 
Science Directions 
Curriculum Bank 
Science Learning 
Centre Kits 
Hamilton Trust 
Scientific Equipment  

Religious 
Education 

Come and See 

 Domestic church – Family: Loving 

 Baptism/Confirmation – Belonging: Vocation 
and commitment   

 Advent/Christmas – Loving: Expectations  

Come and See 
Bible   
God’s Story 
Church’s Story 

DSPP Guide 

Computing Computer Science (supported by Mrs Landon) 

 design, write and debug programs to 
accomplish specific goals; including 

National Curriculum 



controlling or simulating physical systems and 
solving problems by decomposing them into 
smaller parts 

 use sequence, selection and repetition in 
programs; work with variables and various 
forms of input and output 

 use logical reasoning to explain how some 
simple algorithms work and to detect and 
correct errors in algorithms and programs 

 understand computer networks including the 
internet; how they can provide multiple 
services, such as the world wide web, and the 
opportunities they offer for communication 
and collaboration 

ICT 
This will be fulfilled through all areas of the curriculum, 
not just specified ICT time.  

 select, use and combine a variety of software 
(including internet services) on a range of 
digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that 
accomplish given goals, including collecting, 
analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 
information 

 
Digital Literacy 

 use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly 

 recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour 

 identify a range of ways to report concerns 
about content and contact 

 use search technologies effectively and 
appreciate how search results are selected and 
ranked 

Computer suite and 
classroom 
computers 
RM software 
Netbooks, iPADs 
Lego computer work 
Mrs Landon 

History 
 

History –‘A Magnificent Millennium’ Life for British 
Children since 1066 

 Children pre 20th century  

 Children during WW1 

 Children during WW2 

 Similarities and differences between the lives 
of children then and now 

 Visit to Beamish? 

 

National Curriculum 
Pictures, posters, 
artefacts 
Durham Learning 
Resources 
Focus Learning 
Hamilton Trust 
Online Resources 

Geography Locational Knowledge and map skills 

 locate countries, counties and cities and 
identify geographical regions 

 understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography  

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping 
techniques 

National Curriculum 
Pictures, posters, 
artefacts 
Durham Learning 
Resources 
Focus Learning 
Hamilton Trust 
Online Resources 



 

Design and 
Technology 

 Structure – linked to History topic 

 make shelters linked to WW2 air raid shelters 
Skills 

 use research and develop design criteria to 
inform products that are fit for purpose 

 select tools and equipment that are suitable 
for the task 

 evaluate ideas and products against design 
criteria  

 apply understanding of how to strengthen, 
stiffen and reinforce more complex structures 

National Curriculum 
Hamilton Trust 
Syringes and plastic 
tubing 

Art and 
Design 

Topics 

 Printing - fossils 

 Drawing – observational drawings and 
developing section details 

Skills 

 select and develop ideas confidently, using 
suitable materials 

 explore possibilities, using and combining 
different styles and techniques 

 introduce perspective and proportions 

 design and create motifs to be turned into 
printing block images  
 

Create sketchbooks throughout the year to record 
observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

National Curriculum 
Sketchbooks 
Range of media: 
pastels, charcoal, 
paint 
Collage materials 

Physical 
Education 

Gymnastics 

 create more complex sequences of up to 10 
elements 

 perform balances with control 

 explore symmetry and asymmetry in relation 
to different movements and balances  
 

Dance – Making the grade 

 perform dance to an audience showing 
confidence and clarity of actions 

 show an awareness of different dance styles 

 link phrases to music 

 compare and evaluate their own and others’ 
work 

 develop movement using actions, space, 
relationships and dynamics 

 
Games – Invasion games (Grid Rugby, Wide attack) 

 use running, jumping, throwing and catching 
in isolation and in combination 

 apply basic principles suitable for attacking 
and defending 

 apply rules of fair play to competitive games 

National Curriculum 
DSC 
Core Skills 
Programme 
Coaches 



Music Linked to Geography topic – Rainforests 

 Rainforest descriptive sound effects and 
rhythms  

 ensemble percussion  

 children lead conservation songs 
Skills 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts using voices and musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 develop musical imagination through 
experimenting, improvising and adapting 
sounds 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of 
music drawn from different traditions and 
musicians 

Hymn practice and individual violin, cello, viola  tuition 

National Curriculum 
Music Teacher 

French Skills 

 listen attentively and show understanding by 
joining in and responding 

 develop accurate pronunciation 

 broaden vocabulary and develop ability to 
understand new words 

 write sentences using some description 
 

Topic: Our World  

 Describing geographical features 

 Describing position of features 

 Reinforce the weather (present and future) 

 Use the superlative 

 Present the months 

National Curriculum 
Pilote-Moi Scheme 
of Work 

 


