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Welcome

Our school is dedicated to the life and work of St Godric a hermit,
merchant and saint, who was born in 1065 in Norfolk and died at
Finchale Priory, Framwellgate Moor in 1170.

Our school was established for 80 pupils in 1865. Our current
school building was opened in 1995. We have a school capacity of
210 pupils.

Catherine Craig
Headteacher

We are Integral Part of Our Local Community

Our school is an integral pat of The Parish of the Durham Martyrs.
We promote and cultivate links with the wider community through
parish, civic, sporting, educational, business and social links.

Our Aims

Our pupils are the focus of life at St. Godric’s. Crucial to our success
is our positive partnership with parents. This helps to encourage our
pupils, motivate our staff and deliver our five aims.

To respect and value each other.

To be polite.

To be eager to learn.

To care for each other so that we are all safe.

To celebrate our successes.
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We love,
respect and value

each other
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The ability to worship is a key part of life at St. Godric’s Primary
School. Father Colm Hayden is our parish priest. St. Bede’s Room is an
integral part of the school building: a special place where children can
worship. Our school hall is also a place of worship not only for school
life but also for parish life. A Saturday Vigil takes place in the hall at
6.30pm. Additionally Service of the Word or weekday Mass is
celebrated within St. Bede’s Room.

First Confession and First Holy Communion

Our aim is to create a loving environment between our parish, our
parents and our teachers so that our pupils can develop morally and
spiritually within the community.

Children are given the opportunity to take part in the Sacraments
of Reconciliation and Holy Communion. Parents are encouraged
and expected to join in the preparations for these sacraments.   
A programme, to help with these preparations, is arranged for parents.

l Parents meet regularly to develop and deepen their 
understanding of the sacraments as they fulfil their responsibility    
to pass on their faith to their children.

l A number of Sunday celebrations enable the parish 
to support the parents and children during 
preparation programmes.

Our Governors
Our school governors are at the heart of our School Community.
Their focus is on making sure all parts of the school work together to
deliver success. Governors include representatives of the parish,
parents, teachers and the local community. Elections to the Governing
Body take place every four years, or as the need arises.

Our Governing Body is the Admissions Authority for our 
school.

Our Admissions Policy criteria will be applied on an equal 
Preference basis.

Our policy intends to admit up to 30 pupils to the 
Reception Year group in September each year.

This number will apply to the Reception Year and to every 
other year in the school.
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The School Day

Our day begins at 8.55am

Lunch break...
12.00am to 1.15pm for Early Years and Key Stage One.
12.00pm to 1.00pm for Key Stage Two.

Our day ends at 3.15pm

Year 6 Pupils Have Added Responsibilities

Year 6 pupils are given the opportunity to further develop their
responsibility levels in preparation for their move to secondary
school. They are elected as house captains and librarians and also
have responsibility for electing a Head Boy and Head Girl for school
for the academic year. The children are encouraged to become
ambassadors within our Embassy.

Health and Sport Religious Education
School Nutrition Literacy
Anti Bullying Mathematics
Computing

School meals

Our school meals are of a high standard using only high quality
ingredients. An excellent and varied choice of menus ensures all
tastes are catered for. We follow the National Nutritional Standards
for School Lunches. We take our catering service very seriously. Our
School Nutritional Action Group (SNAG) involves pupils, school and
catering staff. They meet throughout the year to discuss school
meals.

School Bank

We encourage children to understand the value of saving as much
or as little as they would like to. We do this through our school bank
working in conjunction with Durham Credit Union. Parents operate
the bank every Thursday morning.
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Safeguarding our students at all times is an uncompromising
commitment by the school. Staff are trained in child protection
procedures. Individual pupils who may need particular safeguarding
have their needs met with due regard to confidentiality.

Absence from School

Our school has a high level of attendance. This is based on our
expectation that all children will attend school unless there is very
good reason why they are unable to.

Sometimes children may have to be absent. If this happens, parents
should contact our school office before 9am if a child is ill or unable
to attend for another reason.

The law says that children must attend school during term time. If
there are unusual circumstances why a child may be unable to attend
school, parents must apply to the Head Teacher for authorisation.
But, holidays during term time will not be authorised except for very
exceptional circumstances.

Medical Appointments

Let us know in advance about medical appointments a child needs
to attend during the school day. The best way to do this is to get
your child to deliver a note to his or her class teacher or contact the
school office.

Accident or Sickness During the School Day

We need parents to keep us up to date with emergency contact
names and phone numbers. So that, there is someone we can speak
to, if something happens to a child during the school day.

Medicines

If medicines have been prescribed by a medical practitioner, we will
administer these at school if necessary, Parents simply need to fill in
an Administration of Medicine Form. These are available from the
school Office. If a student has an on-going medical condition, our
School Nurse will work with parents to draw up a Medical
Management Plan.

Children with Special Educational Needs

We provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils. Some
children however, may need special arrangements to be made for
them. If this is the case, we will modify the National Curriculum
Programme to make sure all pupils are provided with relevant and
appropriately challenging work at each key stage.

Relationships and Sex Education

We follow the teachings of the Catholic Church, believing children
should be at ease with themselves and develop in self-knowledge.
Our belief is that this will help the understand their gender and the
importance of this, to develop successful relationships.

Our school has adopted the Diocesan Relationships and Sex
Education Policy. Copies of this policy are available from the school
website. This curriculum is taught to pupils in the Summer Term of
each academic year. The content of the teaching is sensitive to the
age of pupils. We follow The Journey in Love programme written by
Sr Jude Grogan. Members of staff work in partnership with the
school nurse to provide invaluable support on this subject area.
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Homework
Children are encouraged to work at home with help from their
parents.

Early Years and Foundation Stage and Key Stage One

Children start with picture books to develop speaking and listening
skills, they then move on to a reading scheme. Support from parents
is very important. Five minutes reading with your child each evening
reinforces that reading is a pleasurable activity. Children will be given
spelling homework every week. Numbers bonds and table practice
will be given weekly as part of the curriculum. Children will also be
assigned online mathematical tasks to complete.

Key Stage Two

Each child will have a Homework Diary, Reading books, spelling and
mathematical assignments will be given every week. Children will also
be assigned online mathematical tasks to complete, these will be
recorded in the Homework Diary. As children progress through Key
Stage Two, research topics may become part of homework to
supplement work done in school.

Assessment
Early Years and Foundation Stages

Baseline assessment is conducted on entry to the early Years during
the Autumn Term and during the Summer Term an assessment of
the Foundation Stage Profiles is completed.

Key Stage One and Key Stage Two

Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) take place at the end of Key
Stage One and Key Stage Two, Teacher assessments run parallel to
these tests. These assess pupils’ progress and are used to diagnose
learning needs, plan teaching and set targets for the children.



Each term 20 clubs or more are on offer to the children.
These include athletics, gymnastics, computing, healthy 
lifestyle club and Multi-skills.

A variety of activities take place during the school day, lunchtimes
and after normal school hours. The school has some great
facilities and the activities make full use of these and the space
available.

Breakfast and Tea Club

Our Breakfast and Tea Time clubs are very popular and successful.
For a small charge, your child can come along and be part of our
clubs at the times shown below:

Breakfast Club – 7.30am to 8.45am daily

Tea Time Club – 3.15pm to 5pm every day except Friday.

Sports Activities

Our school has a strong commitment to sport and has a rolling
programme of seasonal sporting activities. We are also proud to
have achieved the Gold Activemark four years running.

School Council

Our School Council is made up of two pupils from each year
group (a boy and a girl). They are elected by their peers and staff.
The Council is the voice of the pupils and is involved in policy
writing, staff recruitment and community projects.

Friends of St Godric’s School

The Friends of St. Godric’s is an association of parents,
parishioners and friends of the school.

This is a warm and informal group; all made welcome. We would
love and hope all parents will get involved. Everyone connected
with the school - especially the children, staff and governors -
really appreciate the great support offered by The Friends.
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