
Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year and welcome to the spring term! 

 

After an enjoyable Christmas holiday it is good to be back 
at school. This term the topics are Dinosaurs and Families.  

We have eggs and an incubator arriving in the next half-
term, and the children will have the pleasure of watching 
chicks hatch and thrive in the classroom. They caused quite 
a stir last year and the children loved having them.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any concerns or 
queries you may have regarding your child.   

Miss Pearson  

 

PE.— Continues to take place every Monday and Wednesday for 
this half-term.  

 

Homework— The children will have reading and mathematics 
homework this term.  

Please can maths sheets be returned to school by the following 
Thursday. New sheets will be given out every Friday. 

Lining up-  The children in reception class have all settled in so 
well to school life that we feel they are now ready to join the 
rest of Key Stage 1 when lining up on the KS1 yard on a morning. 
We would like to start this from next week (Monday 15th Janu-
ary). The children already line up with years 1 and 2 at the end 
of playtimes so they will know where to stand when the morning 
bell rings. They will leave from the usual gate at home time. 

 

Spring Term News 

2018 



Specific Area — Understanding the World: Brief outline of learning objectives for this 
term are:-  

Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the 
similarities and differences in relation to friends or family and enjoys joining in 
with family customs and routines  

Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natu-
ral and found objects. Talks about why things happen and how things work. Looks 
closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

Knows how to operate simple equipment, shows skill in making toys work to achieve 
effects  such as sound, movements or new images. Complete a simple program on 
the computer. Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer   
software.  

Prime Area—Communication and Language Brief outline of learning objectives for this 
term are: 

Maintain attention, concentrate and sit quietly during appropriate activity 

Two-channelled attention—listen and do for short span 

Respond to instructions involving two part sequence,  able to follow a story without pic-
tures or props, listen and respond to  ideas expressed by others  

Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experience, extends vocabulary; 
exploring meaning and sounds of new words, introduces a storyline or narrative into their 
play, uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events 

Specific Area—Literacy 

Recognises rhyme in spoken word, develop an interest in books, be aware how stories are 
structured,  continue a rhyming string, segment sounds in words and blend them togeth-
er, link sounds to letters naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet, read words 
and simple sentences,, know that information can be retrieved from books and comput-
ers 

Ascribes meaning to marks that they see in different places, give meaning to marks as 
they draw, write and paint, uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate mean-
ing, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence, attempts to write short sen-
tences in meaningful contexts, use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which 
match their spoken sounds. 

RRSA will be covered throughout the fairy tale topic this half term. Articles to be cov-
ered: 7, 8, 9, 15, 19, 24, 26, 31 and 32  

Specific Area—Mathematics. Brief outline of learning objectives for this term 
are: 

An understanding of numbers to ten and beyond, recognising, ordering and 
counting within ten and beyond, separate groups of objects to five and beyond, 
beginning to recognise that the total is the same, estimates how many objects 
they can see and checks by counting them, finds one more or one less from a 
group of up to ten objects and in practical activities  and discussion beginning to 
use the vocabulary involved in addition and subtraction 

To use mathematical names for solid 3D and flat 2D shapes using mathematical 
terms to describe them, ordering by height, weight and length, ordering by ca-
pacity, using familiar objects and common shapes to recreate patterns and build 
models, use everyday language related to time, use every day language related to 
money and order and sequence familiar events. 

Religious Education: This term’s topics are:- 

Local Church—community: celebrating. L.O. Know and understand what a celebration is 
and how the parish family celebrate. 

Eucharist—relating: gathering. L.O. How and why people gather together and the joy of 
gathering together to celebrate mass. 

Lent/Easter—giving: growing. L.O. Spring is a time when things begin to grow and Lent—a 
time to grow in love to be more like Jesus and to look forward to Easter. 

Our initial topics in Foundation Stage this term are Dinosaurs and Families. 

There will be a balance of directed and self-chosen activities, and initial  

topic work may vary depending upon particular interests shown by the     

children. 

Prime Area– Personal, Social Emotional Development. Brief outline of learning ob-
jectives are: 

Can play in a group, initiate play and respond to other, initiate conversations taking 
account of what others say, ask appropriate questions and take steps to resolve 
conflict with others by finding a compromise and plays co-operatively, taking turns 
with others. 

Is more outgoing towards unfamiliar people and more confident in new social situa-
tions. Confident to speak to others about own wants, needs interests and opinions 
and can describe self in positive terms and talk about activities 

Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in 
routine. Aware of own feelings and know that some actions and words can hurt oth-
ers. To show comfort to others they have upset. Aware of the boundaries set, and 
of behavioural expectations in the setting, to negotiate and solve problems. 

Prime Area—Physical Development. Brief outline of learning objectives for this 
term are: 

Can catch a large ball, draw lines and circles using gross motor movements, to hold 
a pencil with good control, shows increasing control over an object in pushing,    
patting, throwing, catching or kicking it. Uses simple tools to effect changes to 
materials, handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely with 
increasing control. Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable let-
ters most of which are  correctly formed. Show good control and co-ordination in 
large movements. 

Shows some understanding that good practises ; exercise, eating, sleeping, hygiene 
contribute to good health. Practises appropriate safety measures without supervi-
sion. 

Specific Area  - Expressive Arts and Design Brief outline of learning objectives for 
this term are: 

Explores and learns how sounds can be changed, explores colour and how colours 
can be changed, shows a developing interest in texture, use construction to make 
enclosures and create spaces, join construction pieces together to build and bal-
ance. Explore instruments, when colours are mixed and experiment to create dif-
ferent textures. 

Make up songs and rhythms, build up stories around toys and use available mate-
rials to make props. Capture experiences and responses  with a range of media 
such as music, dance, paint, and other materials or words. Create simple repre-
sentations of events, people, and objects. Play co-operatively as part of a group 
to develop and act out a narrative. 

 


