
St Godric’s RC Primary School 

Year 4 

Medium Term Planning – Summer Term 

Subject National Curriculum Programme of Study Resources 

Literacy Fiction Units: The Iron Man  
A sudden Glow of Gold 
Non-Fiction Units: The Shang Dynasty of Ancient 
China; The Grand Tour 
Poetry Unit: Exploring Poetic Language 
 
Reading – (including focused Guided Reading 
sessions) 

 read aloud with appropriate volume 

 read most words effortlessly at a speaking 
pace 

 read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction, 
including poetry 

 prepare poems and play-scripts to be read 
aloud and performed showing understanding 
of intonation, tone and volume 

As part of the Exploring Poetic Language unit, children 
will plan, rehearse and perform a choral reading of a 
poem and they will also watch and evaluate 
performances.  
 
Comprehension  

 identify how language, structure and 
presentation contributes to meaning 

 recognise different forms of poetry 

 offer inferences and predictions and justify 
these using evidence from the text 

 talks about themes and conventions when 
discussing books 

 uses the structure of books to navigate around 
texts 

Read The Iron Man, asking and answering questions 
and making predictions. Then children will look at the 
author’s use of powerful language to capture our 
imaginations, including similes.  
In Exploring Poetic Language, the children explore a 
range of poems, focusing in depth on the work of two 
poets. They will learn about personification, simile 
and metaphor. They explore the patterns of rhyme 
and rhythm in shape and syllabic poems 
Read The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China then 
children explore the Big Question: Did the Shang 
Dynasty really exist? They read the interactive eBook, 
retrieving and collating information about China. 

National Curriculum 
 
Pearson - 
Wordsmith 
 
Range of guided and 
shared reading 
materials 
 
 
Focus on Literacy 
 
100 Literacy 
Framework Lessons 
 
Hamilton Trust 
 
Newspapers and 
magazines  
 
 
NLS Spelling Bank 
 
Spellits Resource 
File 
 
Dictionaries; 
thesauruses 
 
Nelson Skills and 
development 
 
Grammars auras 
 

 

 

http://www.st-godricsrc.durham.sch.uk/


They explore historical evidence and timelines, 
answering questions and considering what 
information is true and relevant.  
In the live unit The Grand Tour, the children are 
introduced to the main idea of the unit: that they will 
create an informative and interesting tour of their 
school. As a class they identify the key components of 
a tour, research interesting points of history related 
to their school and explore a range of presentation 
techniques, including face-to-face and virtual tours.  
 
Writing  

 create settings, characters and plots in 
narrative texts 

 write non-narratives using appropriate 
organisational devices 

 organise paragraphs around a theme 

 use writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write, in order to learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and grammar 

 assess the effectiveness of their own and 
others’ writing and suggest improvements  

Read The Iron Man and then compose a conversation, 
and focus on the character Hogarth’s feelings to write 
diary entries in role. For the final writing task, they 
create their own imaginary creature, thinking of 
similes and powerful noun phrases to describe it, and 
write a story about what happens when it encounters 
humans. 
After Exploring Poetic Language, children will learn 
about personification, simile, metaphor, rhyme and 
rhythm and use these to write their own syllabic 
poems and cinquians. 
After reading The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, 
children answer the Big Question by planning and 
writing a non-chronological report. 
In The Grand Tour, children create a short history 
leaflet about St Godric’s, and work as a team to 
create a comprehensive, interactive tour that could 
be placed on the school website or shown on a screen 
in the entrance hall (or presented as a mini-book), 
using photos, text, audio recordings and video clips. 
 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

 choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for 
clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

 using and punctuating direct speech (including 
identifying parts of speech) 

 use the first two or three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a dictionary 



 proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 
and correct their work 

 singular and plural agreement 

 use apostrophes to show possession 

 use correctly punctuated subordinate clauses 
and fronted adverbials 

 use a wide range of conjunctions 

 develop a varied and rich vocabulary 

 Spell words from the Y3/4 NC spelling list  
 

Mathematics Week 1: count up and down in tenths and 
hundredths; recognise decimal equivalence to one-
half and one-quarter; begin to understand decimal 
equivalents of any number of tenths and hundredths; 
compare fractions and decimals  
 
Week 2: compare classify geometric shapes based on 
their properties and sizes; identify acute and obtuse 
angles; compare and order angles by size; identify 
lines of symmetry in 2D shapes presented in different 
orientations; complete symmetric figures with 
respect to a specific line of symmetry 
 
Week 3 : describe positions on a 2D grid as 
coordinates in the first quadrant and being to move in 
four quadrants; describe movements between 
positions as translations; plot specified points and 
draw sides to complete a given polygon 
 
Week 4 : count backwards through zero to include 
negative numbers; solve practical number problems 
involving negative numbers; read Roman numerals to 
100; understand the number system has changed 
over time to include the concept of zero and place 
value.  
 
Week 5: measure and calculate the perimeter of a 
rectilinear figure in cm and m; find the area of 
rectilinear figures; convert between different units of 
measure; calculate the perimeter and area of 
compound shapes including those with missing 
lengths 
 
Half Term 

 
Week 6: convert between different units of time; 
estimate, compare and calculate different measures; 
confidently read, write and convert time between 
analogue and digital clocks (including 12 and 24 
hour); solve practical problems involving reading and 
converting times 

 

National Curriculum 
 
Pearson – Abacus 
 
Numeracy flash 
cards 
 
Maths games 
 
Measuring 
equipment; 2D and 
3D shapes; rulers 
 
www.mymaths.co.u
k  
www.activelearnpri
mary.co.uk  
 
Maths Herald  
 
NRICH resources 
NCETM resources 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/
http://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/


 
Week 7: add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits 
using the formal written method; estimate and use 
inverse operations to check answers to a calculation; 
solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in 
context; decide which operation and method to use 
for a calculation and why 
 
Week 8: recognise and use factor pairs and 
commutativity in mental calculations; multiply 3 digit 
numbers by 1 digit numbers in a formal written 
layout; solve integer scaling problems; solve 
correspondence problems 
 
Week 9:use place value, known and derived facts to 
divide mentally; use a formal written layout to solve 
division problems involving dividing a three digit 
number by a single digit number; become confident 
using the short division method; recall division facts 
up to 12x12; link dividing by 10 and 100 to tenths and 
hundredths 
 
Week 10: interpret and present discrete and 
continuous data using appropriate graphical 
methods, including bar charts and time graphs; use 
graphs with a greater range of scales; solve 
comparison, sum and difference problems using 
information presented in bar charts, pictograms, 
tables and other graphs 
 
Week 11:recognise and show, using diagrams, 
families of common equivalent fractions; solve 
complex problems using non unit fractions to 
calculate quantities; add and subtract fractions 
 
Week 12: recognise and write decimal equivalents of 
any number of tenths, or hundredths; recognise and 
write decimal equivalents to ½, ¼, ¾; round decimals 
to the nearest whole number; compare numbers with 
the same number of decimal places 
 

Science Scientific Enquiry 
Ask questions that can be investigated scientifically 
and describe how to find answers. To plan and carry 
out a fair test investigation or comparison by 
changing one factor. 
Living things and their habitats 

 Define habitats and establish that animals and 
plants need a particular habitat to meet their 
needs 

National Curriculum 
Durham Learning 
Resources 
Science Directions 
Curriculum Bank 
Science Learning 
Centre Kits 
Hamilton Trust 
Scientific Equipment  



 Classification and why it is important to 
observe and identify living things. Use and 
create classification keys and identification 
charts  

 Understand the importance of habitat in food 
chains and food webs 

 Natural and human-led changes to the 
environment (positive and negative). Find out 
how habitats are managed, both past and 
present. 
 

Sound 

 Show that sounds are made when objects 
vibrate & that sounds travel through solids, 
liquids & gases.  

 Children investigate how well sound travels 
through different materials and discover how 
instruments make sounds.  

 Suggest how to change the pitch & loudness 
 

Religious 
Education 

Come and See 

 Pentecost – Serving and New Life 

 Baptism and Confirmation – Belonging and 
Called 

 Universal Church – World and God’s people 

 (FHC Preparations will also be taking place) 

Come and See 
Bible   
God’s Story 
Church’s Story 

DSPP Guide 

PHSE God loves us in our differences 

 Recognise that pupils grow and develop at 
different rates. 

 Name the different male and female body parts 
and introduce their various functions. 

 Identify the development of the baby in the 
womb. 

A Journey in Love 

Computing Computer Science 

 design, write and debug programs that 
accomplish specific goals 

 use sequence, selection and repetition in 
programs 

 use logical reasoning to explain how some 
simple algorithms work and to detect and 
correct errors 

 recognise common uses of information 
technology beyond school 

 
ICT 

 select, use and combine a variety of software 
on a range of digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given goals, including 

National Curriculum 
Computer suite and 
classroom 
computers 
RM software 
Netbooks, iPADs 
Lego computer work 
Mrs Landon 



collecting, analysing, evaluating and 
presenting data and information  

This will be fulfilled through all areas of the curriculum, 
not just specified ICT time.  
 
Digital Literacy 

 use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly 

 recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour 

 identify a range of ways to report concerns 
about content and contact 

 use search technologies effectively and 
appreciate how search results are selected and 
ranked 

History 
 

History 

 Anglo Saxon and Scots settlement – North 
East focus on Bede and Cuthbert 

 Learn about the life of the Anglo Saxons in 
their settlements. 

 Understand historical concepts such as 
continuity and change, and cause and 
consequence.  

 Understand how Britain has been influenced 
by the wider world. 

 

National Curriculum 
Pictures, posters, 
artefacts 
Durham Learning 
Resources 
Focus Learning 
Hamilton Trust 
Online Resources 

Geography Focus on local area – linked to history  

 Locational Knowledge: Towns, rivers, 
coastline, Regional map, Tees barrage. 

 Describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including types of 
settlement and land use, and the distribution 
of natural resources.  

 Understand some aspects of human 
geography including place names that 
describe the settlement. 

 Field Work 

National Curriculum 
Pictures, posters, 
artefacts 
Durham Learning 
Resources 
Focus Learning 
Hamilton Trust 
Online Resources 

Design and 
Technology 

Pneumatics (linked to Science topic – States of 
Matter) 

 Design and make a pneumatic controlled 
monster using syringes and air pressure to 
make moving parts. 

. 
 

National Curriculum 
Hamilton Trust 
Syringes and plastic 
tubing 

Art and 
Design 

Painting and collage  

 Use a variety of media to explore the art of 
printing using a range of processes  

 Colour wash  

 Develop control of tools and techniques 

 Develop their sketch books and present their 
work in a variety of ways 

National Curriculum 
Sketchbooks 
Range of media: 
pastels, charcoal, 
paint 
Collage materials 



 Develop skills of observation, knowledge and 
understanding of colour, tone and 
composition 

 

Physical 
Education 

Games and Athletics 

 develop flexibility, strength, technique, 
control and balance 

 compare performances with previous ones 
and demonstrate improvement to achieve 
their personal best 

 practise skills in isolation and combination  

 work well as a team in competitive games 

 develop an understanding of fair play 
Dance – linked to FHC (preparing a liturgical dance) 

 Respond imaginatively to a range of stimuli 

 use simple motifs and movement patterns to 
structure dance phrases on their own, with a 
partner and in a group;  

 refine, repeat and remember dance phrases 
and dances; perform dances clearly and 
fluently;  

 show sensitivity to the dance idea and the 
accompaniment; interpret and evaluate 
dance, using appropriate language. 

National Curriculum 
DSC 
Core Skills 
Programme 
Coaches 

Music Linked to various subjects –liturgical music also used for 
PE dance topic.  

 Continue to sing with increasing confidence 
and control. 

 Develop an understanding of musical 
composition and the ability to create and 
perform 

 Explore how sounds can describe moods and 
create simple compositions combining rhythm 
and melody 

Chalumeau Clarinet 

 Play tuned instrument with control and 
rhythmic accuracy 

 Improvise developing rhythm 

 Perform with an awareness of the audience 
Hymn practice and individual violin, cello, viola  tuition 

National Curriculum 
Chalumeau clarinets 
Music Teacher 

French Skills 

 Listen attentively to spoken language and 
show understanding by joining in and 
responding  

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language 
through songs and rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and meaning of words  

 Engage in conversations; ask and answer 
questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek clarification and help 

National Curriculum 
Pilote-Moi Scheme 
of Work 



Topics 

 Talking about food and buying food 

 Saying what sports and activities you do 

 More opinions  
 


