
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brilliant Beamish! 
 

On a cold but fresh day, just before we broke up for our Christmas holidays, the children in year 5 ventured to Beamish 

Museum to learn what life was like in the Victorian times. Our current class text is a book called ‘Street Child’ which is all 

about a little boy who ends up in a workhouse when he loses his parents, and our trip to Beamish helped us to see what life 

must have been like back then. 

 

To begin with, we took part in a workshop called, ‘Money for Old Rope,’ where we had to work under strict conditions and 

under the watchful eye of the Workshop Manager, who regularly fined us for breaking his workshop rules! We had to work in 

complete silence, gathering lengths of rope which were the same size, and bundling them together with string. At the end of the 

workshop, we calculated how much money we had earned (in shillings and pence) and were given old coins to take good care of 

which we would use later in the afternoon. 

 

After lunch, we had an hour to explore the museum – different groups of children wanted to visit different parts of the museum 

and we probably covered the whole museum between us. We all wanted to visit the reindeer, and this was one of the highlights of 

our trip. Some children went down the mine, some to the farm and others took a ride on the steam engine. 

 

Later that afternoon, we gathered together at the Masonic Hall and found out about our next task – we had to use our money to 

purchase and put together a meal for a family of seven. Our first stop was the local co-op, where we learned what our earnings 

would buy. Then we went back to the Masonic Hall and planned how to spend our money well. The shopkeeper showed us how 

food was weighed in the olden days and we eagerly spent our earnings and began to construct a meal (albeit with paper food – 

imagination required).  

 

After all that excitement, we headed back to the bus for the return journey to school, tired but happy, and full of ideas about 

where to go for our next class trip… 

 

http://www.st-godricsrc.durham.sch.uk/


 

 

We love, respect and value each other. 


