
 

Long term Planning 

Yearly overview of skills 

Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic/Theme 
 

Crime Maps WW2 Rainforest Mining Cities 

Resources needed DLR – Crime and 
Punishment in Britain 
(reading set) 
 

DLR – Electricity 
DLR – Maps and 
Mapping  
 

DLR – Evacuee’s 
suitcase 
DLR – WW2 
 

DLR - Rainforest DLR – Mining 
 

DLR - Brazil 

Visit/Visitor 
 

YMT Wharton Park – 
Orienteering 
Capt. Chemistry 
 

Beamish – Evacuees  Life Centre – Animal 
Adaptation  

Robinwood Heart Dissection 
Workshop 

English Literature – 
text(s) 

Holes  
Titanium – LS  

The Girl of Ink and Stars 
Alma - LS 
 

Once 
Miss Peregrine’s Home 
for Peculiar Children 
(extracts)  
Beyond the Lines – LS 
 

Eye of the Wolf 
Rainforest – non fiction  
Ride of Passage - LS 

County Durham Folk 
Tales  
My name is Mina 

Journey to the River 
Sea 
The Explorer (extracts) 
 

Speaking and 
Listening 

Show a clear 
understanding of the 
main point of a 
conversation/discussion  
Participate in 
collaborative work 
successfully 
Spontaneously ask 
questions which 
develop the 
conversation 

Use vocab/terminology 
appropriately and for 
effect 
Can talk about abstract 
concepts using a rich 
and varied vocab.  
Can sustain an 
argument  
Can present 
ideas/opinions 
coherently, supported 
with reasons  

Can sustain a longer 
conversation about a 
given topic 
Can plan and present 
information verbally 
selecting an 
appropriate format and 
style 
Can summarise another 
person’s contribution to 
a discussion adding 
their own 
interpretation  

Offer ideas supported 
with reasons 
Be prepared to change 
these due to new 
information  
Can articulate thoughts 
clearly when presenting 
Can adopt a 
formal/informal tone as 
appropriate to the 
situation  

Take on specific roles in 
discussions  
Perform to a wider 
audience combining, 
words, gestures and 
movement 
Participate in debates, 
following appropriate 
etiquette and 
conventions 
Maintain control and 
organisation of a talk to 
guide the listener 
Adapt vocab, grammar 
and non-verbal features 
to maintain listener’s 
interest  
 

Make reference to the 
viewpoints of others, 
providing supporting 
evidence or 
counterbalancing these 
with their own opinions 
Explain how language 
use varies in different 
situations 
Reflect this 
understanding in 
choices made for 
delivering a talk 

 



 

Reading 
 
 

Recognises reoccurring themes across a range of 
texts 
Participates actively in discussion about books 
Discusses how authors use language and how this 
impacts on the reader 
Summarises main ideas from more than one 
paragraph 
Uses elements taken from reading in own writing  

Retrieve information effectively using 
organisational features  
Record/present information from non-fiction texts 
Identify how punctuation is used for impact and 
effect 
Recognise authorial techniques and styles 
Distinguish between fact and opinion 
Evaluate authors use of language and the impact 
on the reader 
Explain organisation of a text 
 

Know a wide range of poetry by heart 
Explain how language, structure and presentation 
contributes to meaning 
Identify themes and conventions across a range of 
writing 
Draw on contextual evidence and make 
comparisons within and across texts 
Draw inferences and justify with evidence 
Make predictions 

Writing 
 
 

Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading 
and research 
Use further organisational and presentational 
devices to structure texts 
Describe settings, character and atmosphere to 
good effect 
Suggest changes to vocab, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning 
Assess effectiveness of own and others’ writing 

Writing makes conscious links to reading 
Link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range 
of cohesive devices 
Integrate dialogue to convey character and 
advance action 
Précises longer passages 
Evaluate own and others’ writing and edit as 
appropriate 
 

Write for a range of purposes and audiences 
Use suitable forms with appropriate features for 
different text types 
Introduce, develop and conclude paragraphs 
appropriately 
Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing 
Use drafting to make appropriate choices in 
grammar and vocab 
Précises longer passages appropriately 
Proofread for wider audience  
 

Vocabulary, 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Recap GP skills from previous year groups and 
ensure secure 
Identify subject and object within a sentence 
Use colons to introduce a list and semi colons 
within lists 
Understands how words are related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms 

Know the difference between the active and 
passive voice 
Vary length, structure and subject of sentences – 
clause structure and punctuation etc. 
Punctuate bullet points consistently 
Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity 
Use expanded noun phrases to convey 
complicated information concisely 

Use the passive voice to affect the presentation of 
information in a sentence 
Use colons, semi colons and dashes to mark 
boundaries between independent clauses 
Use a full range of punctuation appropriately and 
effectively 
Recognise the subjunctive form 
Identify appropriate grammar and vocab for 
formal and informal writing 
 

Spelling Continuous 
consolidation of non-
negotiables  
Spell words from the 
National Curriculum 
word list for Year 5 and 
6 

Spell words from the 
National Curriculum 
word list for Year 5 and 
6  
Short and long  vowel 
sound /i/ spelled /y/ 

Adding prefix ‘over-‘ 
Convert nouns or verbs 
into adjectives using ‘-
ful’ 
Words which can be 
nouns or verbs 

Words with /f/ spelled 
‘ph’ 
Words with origins in 
other countries 
Words with unstressed 
vowel sounds 

Words ending in ‘ably’ 
Words ending in ‘ible’ 
Adding ‘ibly’ to create 
an adverb 
Changing ‘ent’ to ‘ence’ 
-er, -or, -ar at the end 
of words 

Adjective to describe 
setting 
Adjectives to describe 
character 
Vocabulary to describe 
feelings 



 

Homophones and other 
words that are often 
confused  
Use a thesaurus 
effectively and 
efficiently 

Words with an /o/ 
spelled ‘ou’ or ‘ow’ 
Words with a soft /c/ 
spelled ‘ce’ 
Prefixes: ‘dis’, ‘im’, ‘un’ 

Words ending /shul/ 
after a vowel 
Words ending /shul/ 
after a consonant 
Words beginning with 
‘acc’ 
 

Revision Grammatical 
vocabulary 
Mathematical 
vocabulary  

Mathematics 
 

Number and place 
value 
Four operations 

Fractions 
Position & Direction 

Decimals 
Percentages  
Algebra 

Imperial & Metric 
Measure 
Perimeter, Area & 
Volume 
Ratio & Proportion 
 

Properties of Shape 
Statistics 
Problem Solving  

Real life maths in 
context  
Consolidation of all 
areas  

Science Living things and their 
habitats 

Electricity Light Inheritance and 
Evolution 
 

 Animals, including 
humans 

RE 
 

Loving 
Vocation and 
commitment 
 

Judaism 
Advent/Christmas  

Sources 
Unity 
 

Islam  
Lent/Easter Death and 
new Life 

Witnesses 
 

Reconciliation 
Universal Church 

History 
 

Crime and Punishment 
from Anglo-Saxons to 
present 
(British history 
extending 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066) 
 

 The Battle of Britain 
(British history 
extending 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066) 

 History of mining in the 
North East (local 
history study) 

 

Geography 
 

 Locational knowledge 
Using maps to locate 
world’s countries, 
focusing on South 
America (Brazil) 

 Human and physical 
geography 
Describe and 
understand key aspects 
of Brazil’s physical 
geography and human 
geography 

 Place knowledge 
Understand similarities 
and differences 
through comparing a 
region of the UK (North 
East) and a region 
within South America 
(Brazil) 
 

Computing 
 

Mrs Langdon  Ongoing e-safety 
throughout the year 

Mrs Langdon Ongoing e-safety 
throughout the year 

Ongoing e-safety 
throughout the year 

Mrs Langdon 



 

Ongoing e-safety 
throughout the year 

Ongoing e-safety 
throughout the year 

Ongoing e-safety 
throughout the year 
 

Art 
 

Victorian observational 
drawing 

 WW2 artists and war 
propaganda 
 

 Pitman painters – local 
art  

 

Design and 
Technology 

 Making a Christmas 
Light 

 Build a rainforest 
shelter 
 

 Mechanism – make a 
moving city scene  

Music Tuned instruments 
Recognised 
combinations of 
pitched sounds – 
concords and discords  

Musical structure  
Use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notation 
Be aware of some of 
the basic major scales  
Identify musical 
features  
 

Garage Band – with Mr 
Little  
Use software to 
develop musical 
responses for the Mass. 
Perform from and 
compose using 8 
pitched notes; Capture 
the work in different 
formats 
Improvise and compose 
extended pieces of 
music using up to 8 
notes and a variety of 
rhythms, tempos and 
time signatures 
 

Rainforest descriptive 
sound effects and 
rhythms 
Develop musical 
imagination through 
experimenting, 
improvising and 
adapating sounds 

 Performance – songs 
for summer show and 
leavers’ mass 
Explore different 
combinations of vocal 
sounds  
Improve performance 
through listening, 
internalising and 
analysing  

PE 

 

Athletics 
Sustain pace over a 
longer distance 
Perform relay change-
overs 
Demonstrate a range of 
jumps showing power, 
control and consistency 
Throw with greater 
accuracy, control and 
efficiency  
Set realistic targets for 
self  
Cycling 

Games: Invasion  
Develop techniques to 
maximise team 
effectiveness  
Apply rules of fair play  
Gymnastics 
develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, 
control and balance 
 
  

Dance 
Show co-ordination, 
control, alignment, 
flow of energy and 
strength  
Demonstrate a wide 
range of dance actions  
Demonstrate use of 
space and dynamic 
qualities  
Show focus, projection, 
sense of style and 
musicality 

Games: Net and Wall  
Use tactics when 
attacking or defending  

Dance 
Create longer, 
challenging dances 
Develop movement 
using WHAT, WHERE, 
WHO, HOW and 
choreographic devices  
Link phrases to music 
OAA/Robinwood 
Use the eight points of 
the compass to 
orientate 

Games: Striking and 
Fielding  
Use skills to gain points 
in competitive games  



 

recognise how to keep 
themselves and others 
safe  

Demonstrate different 
relationships  

Plan and share roles 
within the group based 
on strengths 
Plan strategies to solve 
problems  
 

PSHE 
 

Rights Respecting 
School 
 

Anti-Bullying E-safety Drugs Education Eco schools 
Environment 

Sex Education 

MFL Let’s visit a French 
Town 
Read aloud with 
confidence  
Write sentences using 
some description 
Use knowledge od 
word order and 
sentence construction 
to support the 
understanding of a 
written text  
 

Christmas 
Prepare a short 
presentation on a 
familiar topic 
Understand and use 
negatives  

Let’s go Shopping 
Understand longer and 
more complex phrases 
and sentences  
Apply a range of 
linguistic knowledge to 
create simple, written 
pieces that can be 
understood  

Easter  
Read and understand 
the main points and 
some detail from a 
short, written passage 

This is France 
Present information 
about an aspect of 
culture 
Investigate cultural 
differences 

All in a Day  
Bastille Day  
Investigate famous 
people/events  
Use spoken language 
confidently to initiate 
and sustain 
conversations 
 
 

 

 


