
English 

At St. Godric’s RC Primary School, we recognise that every child has the right to an education 
(Article 28 UNICEF Rights of the Child) and within that education, we understand the crucial 
importance of studying the English language. The English language is the basic language of 
communication within our society and is the foundation for almost all the learning which takes 
place in our school. We believe that a mastery of language can empower the learner and allow 
children to express their thoughts and ideas more fluently, accurately and, ultimately, to their 
greater satisfaction. Improved performance at reading, writing and spoken language is essential for 
independent learning and allows children to deal more successfully with other curriculum subjects, 
while enriching their lives beyond school.  

Reading and Phonics 

At St. Godric’s we believe that reading is an integral part of the school curriculum and a 

fundamental skill that impacts on learning in all areas of life. Through reading pupils have a chance 

to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually and it allows them to 

participate fully as a member of their community. 

Intent – What are we trying to achieve? 

We aim to promote high standards of language and literacy by encouraging and supporting our 

children in becoming enthusiastic and independent readers. We want to foster a love of reading in 

every child through a high-quality and well-planned curriculum and with widespread reading for 

enjoyment as we understand reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens a treasure-house of 

wonder and joy for curious young minds. 

Starting with the earliest of readers, we strive to develop accurate phonetic knowledge and 

decoding strategies to allow children the tools to become confident and fluent readers as quickly as 

possible. We want to ensure our children have access to a broad range of challenging texts from a 

variety of genres in order to develop their resilience as readers and to help them appreciate our 

literary heritage. All children are encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to 

develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an 

appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. 

At St. Godric’s we also want our children to develop into curious and ambitious readers, and to 

understand the importance of asking questions. We aim to promote the development of spoken 

language skills and encourage children to discuss books, ask questions, and develop comprehension 

skills through their experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading 

and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. Reading widely and often also increases 

vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech.  

Characteristics of a reader 

At St. Godric’s, we aspire for all children to acquire the characteristics of a reader. 

 to read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 to be frequent and enthusiastic readers through the habit of reading widely and often, for 

both pleasure and information 

 to acquire a wide vocabulary by accessing a wide range of texts  

 to appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 



 to confidently use discussion in order to learn by elaborating and explaining clearly their 

understanding and ideas of books and other reading  

 to share their love of reading with those around them 

Implementation – How do we translate our vision into practice? 

In order to support our developing readers, we have created a reading curriculum which allows all 

classes access to high-quality texts across a range of genres. These texts have been carefully 

selected across all year groups to provide a progressive curriculum which allows children to build 

constantly upon their current knowledge and become the best readers they can be. Our staff use 

imaginative and creative planning to support children’s passion for reading through a range of 

lesson styles, including role play, drama, classroom discussion and in-depth analysis of texts. All 

lessons planned focus on a skills-based approach using the National Curriculum or Early Learning 

Goals and the Durham County Council progression of skills document to ensure children have all the 

key skills necessary to make good progress.  

In KS1, we use the phonics scheme Read Write Inc. which is a programme of systematic synthetic 

phonics and development of word recognition strategies in order to create a strong foundation. In 

Reception and Key Stage One, all children are given a decodable reading book which is matched to 

the phonics level they are working at. The books vary in several ways, including layout, size, 

vocabulary and length, to give the children a rich diet of literature. We feel it is hugely important for 

our children to receive home reading books matched directly to their phonics knowledge so that 

they become confident and fluent readers, before moving on to a greater difficulty. We also believe 

that parents are an important resource and reading books allow them to share in this process of 

learning. Parents are invited to attend sessions at school where they are informed of the systems 

we use to teach children to read to allow them to support their children at home.  

Children will continue to receive a home reading book linked directly to their reading level which is 

assessed regularly throughout the terms to ensure an appropriate level of challenge and skill to 

continue to improve their reading skills. Once the children become ‘free readers’ they can begin to 

choose their own reading books, either from the class book corner, the school library or a book from 

home. The library is available for children to visit once a week to allow access to a wide range of 

enriching texts.  

At St. Godric’s we also understand that not everybody learns at the same pace and we strive to 

ensure all children are given the tools they need to be fluent and independent readers. We provide 

targeted support through a range of intervention programmes for children who have not yet met 

expectations appropriate for their age and year group which are regularly monitored by the class 

teacher, SENCo and Literacy co-ordinator, and where necessary are referred to outside agencies. 

Children with English as an Additional Language who need extra support, receive it through 

differentiated work, intervention strategies such as Word Wasp, Toe by Toe, Speed Up, Lexia and 

Fresh start and through outside agencies as appropriate. Home languages are valued and 

celebrated as every child has the right to learn and use the language of their family (Article 30).  

Cultural Capital 

In order to enrich our reading curriculum, we provide our children with a wide range of opportunities 

to explore their literary heritage, including: 

 visits to our local community library 

 celebrations of World Book Day  



 Y6 English ambassadors 

 reading challenge launched in school  

 visits from local authors, such as Adam Bushnell  

 access to texts across all curriculum subjects  

Impact – What is the impact of our curriculum on our students? 

As a result, we have a community of passionate and enthusiastic readers who are willing to take 

risks and show resilience and initiative when reading unfamiliar texts. Our children can articulate 

and explain their understanding and ideas about texts they have read and are confident in sharing 

these with others. They consistently produce work of a high-quality and show that they have the 

skills and cultural capital needed for the next stage in their learning and to succeed in being a 

successful member of the community.  

The impact of our curriculum is also monitored through a combination of formative and summative 

assessment which allows us to closely monitor the progress of our children and identify any areas 

for support quickly and effectively. Examples of this include: quality marking and feedback, verbal 

feedback, whole class discussions, small group discussions with an adult, diagnostic reading tasks, 

independent comprehension tasks, specific assignments for individual pupils and any formal 

statutory assessments (Y1 phonics check, Y2/6 SATS etc.). 

Writing 

At St. Godric’s we believe that a high-quality education in English will teach children to speak and 

write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others effectively. We aim 

to equip children with a strong command and understanding of the written word which will allow 

them to access a range of knowledge and skills across all areas of the curriculum.  

Intent – What are we trying to achieve? 

At St. Godric’s our aim is to provide the chance for every child to enjoy becoming a writer and to 

create confident and independent writers who can communicate their ideas clearly. We hope to 

create a positive and enthusiastic attitude towards writing through a well-structured and exciting 

curriculum. We also understand the importance of reading when learning to write and strive to 

create series of lessons in which reading and writing skills are taught and used alongside each other 

to ensure children are fully literate individuals. 

Throughout their time at St. Godric’s, children will develop their skills by studying and creating a 

wide range of genres and text types for a variety of purposes, audiences and readers. We aim to 

ensure our children have access to a wide range of writing opportunities not just in English lessons 

but across the whole curriculum and through this we endeavour to create conscientious and diligent 

writers who can write to their highest standards in all pieces of written work.   

We also understand that writing down ideas requires effective and fluent transcription and we aim 

to support children in developing their spelling strategies and handwriting skills beginning with 

providing mark-marking opportunities in Early Years through to activities and interventions in 

upper year groups. Our aim is to ensure all children can write clearly and legibly which allows their 

work to be read back by themselves and others. 

Characteristics of a writer 



Throughout their time at St. Godric’s, we hope all children will acquire the characteristics of an 

effective writer. 

 to show enjoyment and enthusiasm for writing  

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range 

of contexts, purposes and audiences 

 acquire and use ambitious vocabulary in their own writing  

 show an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, 

writing and spoken language 

 can re-read, edit and improve their own writing  

 display excellent transcription skills to ensure their writing is well-presented, punctuated, 

spelled correctly and neat 

 has high standards of themselves and ensures they make every piece of writing in any 

subject the best that it can be 

Implementation – How do we translate our vision into practice? 

In order to support our developing writers, our English curriculum is carefully planned to allow 

children the maximum number of opportunities to practise and develop their writing skills. Our staff 

work to create high-quality and interesting lessons which follow the progression of skills document 

(National Curriculum or Early Learning Goals) in order to ensure writing skills are taught and 

maintained before moving children on to the next stage. We have also invested in a premium whole 

school literacy framework (Wordsmith) providing high quality planning and resources - where 

lessons are focused around engaging texts to enthuse and inspire children’s writing. This is used 

alongside a range of other texts and resources carefully selected by staff in order to provide a broad 

and exciting curriculum. Writing lessons are planned in conjunction with reading lessons to ensure a 

fully cohesive approach and to allow children a broad range of text experiences and examples to 

support their writing.  

Early writing is supported using the systematic phonics teaching in Read Write Inc which also 

provides children with the opportunity to create their own words and developing sentences using 

words which contain the phonic sounds being taught. This also helps to support early spelling 

strategies. Children are encouraged to mark-make in a variety of indoor and outdoor areas and 

specific writing areas are set up to encourage independent writing.  

A weekly dedicated Big Write lesson takes place in each year group from Year 1 onwards to 

encourage and develop writing stamina. There is an emphasis on developing vocabulary, 

grammatical constructions, spelling and punctuation where children are provided with personalised 

steps to success and quality feedback. Writing tasks are based on the class text or a recent 

experience, such as a school trip or visit, to provide children with a context and a purpose for their 

writing. This also allows children the opportunity to write and experiment with a range of different 

genres of writing. We also strive to encourage a process of redrafting, editing and improvement 

including the use of ICT tools to do this effectively.  

We also recognise the importance of spelling and vocabulary in creating interesting and ambitious 

writers. To support children with their spelling, we follow a weekly spelling scheme provided by The 

Spelling Shed which matches the National Curriculum guidance for spelling. Children receive a 

weekly spelling list for homework which is followed by a test the next week. To encourage children 

to take part, each child (from Y2 upwards) has access to an online login which allows them to 

practise through online games in competition with other children in their class and in the school. 



Each classroom also has a specific vocabulary display to support children in writing and to ensure 

children understand the importance of spelling non-negotiables correctly.  

A clear and effective writer also requires the development of fine motor skills and this is supported 
throughout the school through a consistent school handwriting scheme with regular teaching and 
practice sessions progressing to a joined and cursive style at the start of Key Stage 2. Once children 
have shown they are fluent and legible writers they move to writing in pen, normally in lower Key 
Stage 2. If children need further support, a regular intervention using the SpeedUp Handwriting can 
be put in place to ensure all children can work towards fluent, legible and eventually speedy writing.  

Cultural Capital 

In order to enrich our writing curriculum, we provide our children with a wide range of experiences 
to create exciting writing opportunities, such as: 

 celebrations of World Book Day including writing competitions 

 school trips and visits to our local area and beyond to provide different writing opportunities 

 writing workshops ran by local author, Adam Bushnell 

 Y6 English ambassadors 

 Writer of the Month award – selected by our English ambassadors 

 creative opportunities for cross-curricular writing tasks and projects 
 

Impact – What is the impact of our curriculum on our students? 

Through the implementation of our writing curriculum, we have created a community of confident 

and independent writers who enjoy writing for a range of purposes and audiences. Children display 

a conscientious attitude to their presentation and writing standards in every piece of work that they 

do. They are willing to take risks with ambitious vocabulary and can draft and re-draft their work 

using skills and knowledge acquired and retained throughout their time in school. Children 

consistently produce high-quality writing and can discuss what they need to do to improve their 

work and can articulate the reasons for certain language styles and choices they have made.  

The impact of our curriculum is also monitored through a combination of formative and summative 

assessment which allows us to closely monitor the progress of our children and identify any areas 

for support quickly and effectively. Examples of this include: quality marking and feedback, verbal 

feedback, whole class discussions, small group discussions with an adult, diagnostic grammatical or 

spelling tasks, independent grammar and/or punctuation tasks, specific assignments for individual 

pupils and any formal statutory assessments (Y2/6 GPS SATS etc.). 

 

 


