
Yearly Overview of English 
 

 EY Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Autumn 
Term 

Myself 
Autumn 
Recycling and the 
environment 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Books will vary each 
half term, including:  
Come to School Blue 
Kangaroo 
Super Duper You 
Can I build Another 
Me? 
Look Out! How we 
build Our Five Senses 
All Kind of People 
Spinderella 
Autumn is Here 
Owl Babies 
Hoot Owl 
Pumpkin Soup 
Tidy 
The Story of Frog Belly 
Rat Bone 
The Snowflake Mistake 
Norman the Slug Saves 
Christmas 
The Jolly Postman 
The Crayon’s 
Christmas 
The Snowman 
 
Speaking and Listening 
(Communication & 
Language) 
Speaking and listening 
Stories and rhymes 
Role play 
Small world 
Speech and language 
interventions 

Familiar Places 
Materials  
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Stories with 
familiar settings  
Bubbles - LS 
Something 
Fishy - LS 
Aaaagh Spider! 
Materials non-fiction set 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Begin to listen and 
respond to adults and 
their peers 
Ask questions to extend 
their understanding  
 
Use strategies to build 
their vocabulary 
Articulate answers, 
arguments and opinions 
Give descriptions, 
explanations and 
narratives for different 
purposes 
 
Maintain attention and 
participate in 
collaborative 
conversations 
Begin to use spoken 
language to develop 
understanding  
 
Begin to speak audibly 
and fluently  
Participate in 
discussions, 
presentations,  

Animals 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
The Owl who was Afraid 
of the Dark  
All About Orangutans 
The Owl and the Pussycat 
 Fantastic Mr Fox  
Mog’s Christmas 
Calamity 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Begin to demonstrate 
some awareness of 
speaking audibly 
including through:  
using Standard English 
when the context and 
audience require it 
working effectively in 
groups of different sizes 
and taking on required 
roles 
 
Listening to and building 
on the contributions of 
others, asking questions 
to clarify and inform, and 
challenging courteously 
when necessary 
 
Planning for different 
purposes and audiences, 
including selecting and 
organising information 
and ideas effectively and 
persuasively for formal 
spoken presentations and 
debates 
 

County Durham 
Stone Age 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Spud Murphy 
The Windmill Farmer / 
The Black Hat - LS 
Stone Age Boy 
The Present - LS 
One Christmas Wish 
 
Speaking and Listening 
To listen and respond 
appropriately to adults 
and their peers 
 
To ask relevant 
questions to extend 
their understanding and 
knowledge 
 
To use relevant 
strategies to build their 
vocabulary 
 
To articulate and justify 
answers, arguments and 
opinions 
 
Reading 
To use a range of 
strategies when reading 
aloud when prompted 
 
To read age 
appropriate texts at a 
speed which 
allows focus on 
understanding as 
opposed to decoding 
individual words 

Ancient Greece 
Modern 
Greece/Europe 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Greek Myths – Retold 
and 
Illustrated by Marcia 
Williams  
Christophe’s Story  
The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe. CS 
Lewis  
Grace Nichols & James 
Carter Collected Poems 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Listen and respond 
appropriately.  
 
Work in group 
situations 
building on shared 
ideas. 
 
Generate questions for 
specific scenarios.  
 
Ask questions in direct 
response to something 
heard/presented 
 
Develop vocabulary 
using words they hear 
and see. 
 
Reading 
Reads a range of texts 
with fluency, 
understanding and 
expression, 

Vikings 
Space 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Viking Boy 
Cosmic 
The Tiny Crusader – LS 
The Planets – LS 
Pandora – LS 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Show a clear 
understanding of the 
main points of a 
conversation/discussion. 
 
Be able to articulate and 
develop the speaker’s 
ideas in different ways. 
 
Refer to others’ 
comments 
when articulating own 
ideas 
 
Participate in 
collaborative work 
taking on board the 
ideas of others and 
adapting these to meet 
the needs 
of the group 
 
Spontaneously ask 
questions which develop 
the conversation and 
take ideas or knowledge 
further 
 
Use vocabulary 
appropriately and for 

Crime  
Maps 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Holes  
Titanium – LS  
The Girl of Ink and Stars 
Alma - LS 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Show a clear 
understanding of the 
main point of a 
conversation/discussion  
 
Participate in 
collaborative work 
successfully 
 
Spontaneously ask 
questions which develop 
the conversation 
 
Use vocab/terminology 
appropriately and for 
effect 
 
Can talk about abstract 
concepts using a rich 
and varied vocab.  
 
Can sustain an argument  
 
Can present 
ideas/opinions 
coherently, supported 
with reasons 
 
Reading 
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Reading 
Learn to recognise own 
first name 
 
Recognise letters 
Hear and name the 
sounds in words 
 
Begin to build and 
blend cvc words 
 
Word recognition of 
high frequency words 
 
Writing 
Give meaning to marks 
they make as they 
draw, write and paint. 
 
Practice the correct 
pencil grip and form 
letters correctly 
 
Learn to write first 
name 
 
Begin to build words 
using phonetic 
knowledge 
 
Spelling 
Begin to build words 
using 
phonetic knowledge 

performances, role play, 
improvisations and 
debates 
 
Gain interest of the 
listener(s) 
Consider and evaluate 
different viewpoints 
 
Reading 
Reads simple sentences 
 
Responds with the 
correct sounds to known 
graphemes 
 
Blends sounds aloud 
when attempting to read 
new words 
 
Re-reads books to 
develop confidence 
 
Uses picture clues to help 
when reading simple 
texts 
 
Listens to poems, stories 
and non-fiction making 
links to own experiences 
 
Demonstrates 
understanding when 
talking with others about 
what they have read 
 
Retells key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional 
tales through role play 
 
Answers questions about 
stories read 
Identifies features of 
books 
 

Listening and responding 
in a variety of different 
contexts, both formal and 
informal, and evaluating 
content, viewpoints, 
evidence and aspects of 
presentation 
 
Improvising, rehearsing 
and performing play 
scripts and poetry in 
order to generate 
language and discuss 
language use and 
meaning, using role, 
intonation, tone, volume, 
mood, silence, stillness 
and action to add impact 
 
Reading 
Reads aloud books closely 
matched to phonic 
knowledge 
 
Reads all known 
graphemes 
 
Reads unfamiliar words 
containing known GPCs 
accurately  
 
Reads accurately words 
that have been 
encountered frequently 
 
Reads known CEW 
fluently 
 
Segments words into 
syllables to aid decoding 
 
Uses punctuation to aid 
reading with expression 

 
To experiment with 
different 
pronunciations when 
reading unfamiliar, 
longer words 
 
To make good 
approximations of a 
word’s pronunciation 
 
To listen to and discuss 
a wide range of fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, 
plays, textbooks and 
reference books 
 
To read independently 
and talk about what has 
been read 
 
To make inferences 
from texts and explain 
these 
 
To identify the main 
points of a text 
 
To make predictions 
based on evidence from 
a text and explain these 
 
To recognise that books 
are structured in 
different ways for 
different audiences and 
purposes 
 
Writing 
To begin to use 
paragraphs to group 
related material  
 

independently 
selecting an 
appropriate strategy 
 
Talks about books 
read, offering opinions 
and synopsises – with 
prompts 
 
Retrieves and records 
information from non-
fiction texts 
 
Begins to draw 
inferences re. 
characters’ thoughts, 
feelings and motives 
from their actions 
 
Summarises main 
points of 
stories/information 
within a paragraph 
 
Recognises the 
purpose, form and 
audience of a text 
 
Identify and comment 
on author viewpoint 
 
Begin to read a range 
of different forms of 
poetry 
 
Begin to prepare 
readings to be 
presented to audiences 
 
Writing 
Uses appropriate 
choice of 
pronoun/noun within 
and across sentences 
to aid cohesion 

effect 
 
Use appropriate 
terminology linked to 
other curriculum 
subjects 
 
Can talk about abstract 
concepts using a rich and 
varied vocabulary to 
articulate ideas and 
emotions 
 
Can sustain an argument 
and follow a train of 
thought, returning to 
main 
ideas throughout the 
course of the 
conversation 
 
Can present ideas / 
opinions 
coherently, supported 
with reasons 
 
Reading 
Reads at a reasonable 
speaking pace 
Read most words 
effortlessly 
 
Pronounces unfamiliar 
words with 
automaticity 
 
Read longer books with 
sustained interest 
 
Group books according 
to theme or convention 
 
Recognise when unsure 
of word meaning or 

Recognises reoccurring 
themes across a range of 
texts 
 
Participates actively in 
discussion about books 
 
Discusses how authors 
use language and how 
this impacts on the 
reader 
 
Summarises main ideas 
from more than one 
paragraph 
 
Uses elements taken 
from reading in own 
writing 
 
Writing 
Note and develop 
initial ideas, drawing on 
reading and research 
 
Use further 
organisational and 
presentational devices 
to structure texts 
 
Describe settings, 
character and 
atmosphere to good 
effect 
 
Suggest changes to 
vocab, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify 
meaning 
 
Assess effectiveness of 
own and others’ writing 
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Recognises predictable 
phrases 
 
Listens to simple rhymes 
and poems and joins in 
with others when 
reciting them 
 
Writing 
Sequences short 
narratives orally and 
pictorially based on real 
and fictional experiences 
 
Says out loud what is 
going to be written 
about 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Composes phrases and 
sentences orally 
 
Speaks in sentences 
 
Shows an awareness of 
how full stops are used in 
writing or reading 
 
Organises writing 
correctly (top to bottom, 
left to right) 
 
Writing may need some 
mediation 
 
Spelling 
VC words 
 
CVC words (short and 
long vowels) 
 
Words with adjacent 
consonants 
 

Notices when reading 
does not make sense and 
attempts to self-correct 
 
Listens to/talks about a 
wide range of 
contemporary and classic 
poetry, stories and non-
fiction 
 
Retells a range of story in 
sequence 
 
Answers questions about 
books read and shared 
 
Finds and retrieves literal 
information 
 
Begins to ask simple 
questions about books 
read and shared 
 
Recognises simple 
recurring language in 
poems and stories 
 
Makes plausible 
predictions 
 
Distinguishes between 
fact and fiction 
 
Shows some awareness 
of text features 
 
Writing 
Uses basic layout 
conventions in different 
forms of writing 
 
Plans out loud what is 
going to be written 
 

To use a range of 
planning strategies and 
tools  
 
To become more aware 
of the audience and 
purpose of different 
types of writing  
 
To discuss and record 
ideas 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
To use a wide range of 
conjunctions to join 
Sentences and develop 
ideas 
 
To vary sentence 
openers 
 
To use pronouns to 
avoid repetition 
 
To use a range of 
punctuation with 
increasing accuracy – full 
stops, question marks, 
exclamation marks, 
commas in lists, 
apostrophe for 
contraction and 
apostrophe for singular 
possession 
 
To use a or an according 
to whether the next 
word begins with a 
consonant or a vowel 
 
To begin to select words 
for effect 
 
Spelling 

 
Proofreads for 
spelling, grammar and 
punctuation 
errors and self-corrects 
as the writing develops 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Fronted adverbials 
 
Apostrophes for  
singular and plural 
possession 
 
Plural and possessive -
s 
 
Use expanded noun 
phrases 
 
Spelling 
Further homophones 
and near homophones 
 
Words using suffixes -
ly, -ation, -ous 
 
Words with endings 
sounding /shun/ -tion, 
-sion, -ssion, -cian 
 
Words ending with -
sure, -ture 

pronunciation and 
request help 
 
Begin to show 
empathy/understanding 
with characters’ motives 
and behaviours 
 
Infer meaning of 
unfamiliar words from 
context 
 
Infers characters’ 
thoughts feelings and 
motives 
 
Summarise and 
presents stories in own 
words 
 
Writing 
To write for a range of 
purposes 
 
Selects words for effect 
to support purpose and 
engage readers’ interest 
 
Begins to build 
paragraphs around a 
topic sentence 
 
Demonstrates growing 
awareness of audience 
and purpose 
 
Begins to develop 
characters and settings 
through selection of 
effective vocabulary 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 

Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Recap gp skills from 
previous year groups 
and ensure secure 
 
Identify subject and 
object within a sentence 
 
Use colons to introduce 
a list and semi colons 
within lists 
 
Understands how 
words are related by 
meaning as synonyms 
and antonyms 
 
Spelling 
Continuous 
consolidation of non-
negotiables  
 
Spell words from the 
National Curriculum 
word list for Year 5 and 6 
 
Short and long vowel 
sound /i/ spelled /y/ 
 
Homophones and other 
words that are often 
confused  
 
Use a thesaurus 
effectively and 
efficiently 
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Some CEW/HFW 
 
Words ending ff ll ss zz 
ck 
 
Words with the /ng/ 
sound (n before k) 
 
Names the letters of the 
alphabet in order 

Creates simple plans to 
support writing 
 
Makes simple changes to 
writing where appropriate 
 
Proof-reads own writing 
to check for basic errors 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Uses coordinating 
conjunctions (joining 
words) and, or, but, so 
 
Uses question marks and 
exclamation marks in 
writing 
 
Uses simple adjectives for 
description 
 
Understands and uses the 
terms noun, verb and 
adjective 
 
Spelling 
Words with the /n/ sound 
spelt kn and gn at the 
beginning of words 
 
Words with the /r/ sound 
spelt wr at the beginning 
of words 
 
Words with the /j/ sound 
spelt as ge and dge and g 
 
Words with the /s/ sound 
spelt c before e i y 
 
Adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est, 
-y to words ending in e 
with a consonant before it 
 

To spell words with the 
/ai/ sound spelt ei, eigh 
or 
Ey 
 
To spell words 
containing the /u/ sound 
spelt ou 
 
To add suffixes 
beginning with vowel 
letters to 
 
Words of more than one 
syllable (words ending 
with a single consonant 
preceded by a short 
vowel double the 
consonant before 
adding ing) 

Uses relative clauses 
with/without a relative 
pronoun 
 
Considers the impact 
and effect of vocabulary 
and grammar choices 
when re-reading own 
and others’ 
writing 
 
Uses a thesaurus 
 
Possessive apostrophes 
with irregular plurals 
 
Spelling 
Words ending in ‘-ious,’ 
‘–cious,’ ‘-cial’ and ‘-tial,’ 
‘-ant,’ ‘-ance,’ ‘–ent and -
ence after soft c 
(/s/sound), soft g (/j/ 
sound) and qu. 
 
Words ending in ‘-able’ 
and ‘-ible.’ 
 
Words ending in ‘-ably’ 
and ‘-ibly.’ 
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Begins to select correct 
gpcs in spelling 
 

Spring 
Term 

Dinosaurs 
Where I live 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Books will vary each 
half term, including:  
Harry and His Bucket 
Full of Dinosaurs (and 
other stories) 
Tyrannosaurus Trip 
Dino-Diners 
Dinosaur Bones 
First Facts- Dinosaurs 
Trouble at the 
Dinosaur Cafe 
Stomp Dinosaur Stomp 
Dinosaurs Don’t Draw 
There’s a T-rex in Town 
Prehistoric Actual Size 
Dinosaurs Love 
Underpants 
Dear Dinosaur 
The House That Once 
Was 
Let’s Build a House 
Step Inside Homes 
through History 
Town and Country 
Paddington Bear 
 
Speaking and Listening 
(Communication & 
language) 
Speaking and listening 
 
Stories and rhymes 
 
Role play and small 
world using own 
narratives 
 

Durham City and 
Cathedral  
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Why do elephants have 
big ears?  
Local area topic box 
Traditional Tales  
The four singers  
The Boy Who cried Wolf 
The Ugly Sharkling 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Listen and begin to 
respond appropriately to 
adults and their peers 
 
Begin to ask relevant 
questions to extend their 
understanding and 
knowledge 
 
Begin to use relevant 
strategies to build their 
vocabulary 
 
Articulate and begin to 
justify answers, 
arguments and opinions 
 
Give structured 
descriptions, 
explanations and 
narratives for different 
purposes 
 
Maintain attention and 
show some participation 
in collaborative 
conversations 
 

Explorers 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Shackleton’s Journey Flat 
Stanley  
Polar Bear Explorers’ Club 
 The Pirates Next Door 
Giant Jelly Jaws and the 
Pirates 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Speak confidently and 
audibly and begin to 
develop effectiveness 
including through:  
 
Using standard English 
when the context and 
audience require it 
working effectively in 
groups of different sizes 
and taking on required 
roles 
 
Listening to and building 
on the contributions of 
others, asking questions 
to clarify and inform, and 
challenging courteously 
when necessary 
 
Planning for different 
purposes and audiences, 
including selecting and 
organising information 
and ideas effectively and 
persuasively for formal 
spoken presentations and 
debates 
 

Egyptians  
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
There’s A Pharaoh in 
the Bath 
Wordsmith Performance 
Poetry, Playing with 
Words, Shape Poems,  
Treasure  
Egyptians (non-fiction) 
Was Tutankhamen 
killed? 
Ottoline and the Yellow 
Cat 
Ride of Passage – LS 
 
Speaking and Listening 
To give well-structured 
descriptions, 
explanations and 
narratives for different 
purposes, including for 
expressing feelings 
 
To maintain attention 
and participate actively 
in collaborative 
conversations, staying 
on topic and initiating 
and responding to 
comments 
 
To use spoken language 
to develop 
understanding 
through speculating, 
hypothesising, 
imagining and exploring 
ideas 
 

Roman Empire 
Italy  
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Escape from 
Pompeii – Christina 
Balit 
Boudicca – Non-fiction 
Leonardo Da Vinci – 
Non-fiction  
The Spiderwick 
Chronicles 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Justify answers with 
evidence. 
 
Give oral descriptions 
and recalls 
 
Adapt ideas from new 
information discussed. 
 
Read aloud in 
assemblies, 
Mass and other 
liturgies. 
 
Reading 
Reads a range of texts 
with fluency, 
understanding and 
expression selecting 
the most effective 
strategy 
 
Reads further CEW 
words 
 
Independently talks 
about books read, 

Materials 
Robots 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Tin 
Treasure - LS 
Home Sweet Home – LS 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Can talk about feelings, 
thoughts and ideas with 
some detail to make 
meaning explicit 
 
Can present information 
clearly and in an 
appropriate form to the 
listener 
 
Can plan and present 
information verbally 
selecting the appropriate 
format and style to 
match the purpose 
 
Can sustain a longer 
conversation about a 
given topic 
 
Can summarise another 
person’s contribution to 
a discussion adding their 
own 
interpretation/opinion 
based on what has been 
heard 
 
Offer ideas and support 
these with reasoning.  
 

WW2 
Rainforest 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Once 
Beyond the Lines – LS 
Eye of the Wolf 
Rainforest – non fiction  
Ride of Passage – LS 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Sustain a longer 
conversation about a 
given topic 
 
Plan and present 
information verbally 
selecting an appropriate 
format and style 
 
Summarise another 
person’s contribution to 
a discussion adding their 
own interpretation 
 
Offer ideas supported 
with reasons 
 
Be prepared to change 
these due to new 
information  
 
Articulate thoughts 
clearly when presenting 
 
Adopt a formal/informal 
tone as appropriate to 
the situation 
 
Reading 
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Speech and language 
interventions 
 
Reading 
Continue to blend 
words and recognise 
more high frequency 
words 
 
Use phonetic 
knowledge for reading 
 
Develop a love for 
reading 
 
Writing 
Continue to 
independently write 
own name and other 
things such as labels, 
captions. 
 
Attempt to write short 
sentences in 
meaningful contexts. 
 
Use phonic knowledge 
to write words in ways 
which match spoken 
sounds 
 
Write some high 
frequency words 
 
Consolidate letter 
formation 
 
Begin to explore simple 
punctuation 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Begin to explore simple 
Punctuation 
 

Use spoken language to 
develop understanding 
through speculating, 
hypothesising, imagining 
and exploring ideas  
 
Show an increasing 
command of standard 
English  
 
Participate in 
discussions, 
presentations, 
performances, role play, 
improvisations and 
debates 
 
Gain and maintain the 
interest of the listener(s) 
 
Consider and evaluate 
different viewpoints, and 
begin to show an 
awareness of the 
contributions of others 
 
Begin to select and use 
appropriate registers for 
effective communication 
 
Reading 
Reads simple sentences 
with some fluency 
 
Responds speedily with 
the correct sound to 
known graphemes 
 
Applies phonic 
knowledge to decode 
words 
 
Blends sounds in 
unfamiliar words 
containing known GPC 

Listening and responding 
in a variety of different 
contexts, both formal and 
informal, and evaluating 
content, viewpoints, 
evidence and aspects of 
presentation 
 
Improvising, rehearsing 
and performing play 
scripts and poetry in 
order to generate 
language and discuss 
language use and 
meaning, using role, 
intonation, tone, volume, 
mood, silence, stillness 
and action to add impact 
 
Reading 
Reads aloud books closely 
matched to phonic 
knowledge, accurately 
building unfamiliar words 
without prompting 
 
Reads familiar words 
without overt sounding 
and blending 
 
Reads words of 2 or more 
syllables 
 
Reads CEW fluently 
taking note of unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sounds and where these 
occur in words  
 
Uses punctuation to read 
with increased expression 
 
 

To speak audibly and 
fluently with an 
increasing command of 
standard English 
 
Reading 
To begin to use a range 
of strategies when 
reading 
Independently 
 
To self-correct using 
appropriate strategies 
 
To discuss the meaning 
of new words based on 
 
Understanding of root 
words, prefixes and 
Suffixes 
 
To begin to read ahead 
looking for clues to 
determine meaning 
 
To begin to read silently 
for short periods of time 
 
To read books that are 
structured in different 
ways 
 
To begin to ask 
questions to improve 
understanding of the 
text 
 
To recognise the author 
makes choices regarding 
the vocabulary used 
 
To discuss words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination 

offering opinions and 
synopsises 
 
Begins to recognise 
occurring themes or 
conventions linked to 
text types 
 
Expands and explains 
answers to questions 
based on texts read 
 
Refers to texts when 
answering questions 
 
Justifies inferences 
with evidence  
 
Picks out 
vocabulary/phrases 
used for impact and 
effect 
 
Identifies main ideas 
drawn from more than 
one paragraph and 
can summarise these 
 
Predicts what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 
 
Names some key 
children’s authors 
 
Reads aloud with 
increasing confidence 
 
Chooses books based 
on knowledge of 
author, text type and 
purpose of reading 
 
Writing 

Be prepared to change 
these as new 
information comes to 
light and refer to original 
thoughts providing 
either further evidence 
to support ideas or 
reasons for the change 
of focus 
 
Can articulate thoughts 
clearly when presenting 
to a range of audiences 
 
Can adopt a 
formal/informal tone as 
appropriate to the 
situation 
 
Reading 
Develop confidence 
when reading aloud 
 
Recognise an 
increasingly wide range 
of books including 
myths, legends, 
 
Modern fiction, fiction 
from our literary 
heritage and stories 
from other cultures 
 
Talk about favourite 
authors and types of 
books, giving reasons for 
preferences 
 
Ask questions to 
enhance understanding 
of the text 
 
Retrieve information 
from a text, using 

Retrieve information 
effectively using 
organisational features  
 
Record/present 
information from non-
fiction texts 
 
Identify how 
punctuation is used for 
impact and effect 
 
Recognise authorial 
techniques and styles 
 
Distinguish between 
fact and opinion 
 
Evaluate authors use of 
language and the impact 
on the reader 
 
Explain organisation of a 
text 
 
Writing 
Writing makes conscious 
links to reading 
 
Link ideas across 
paragraphs using a 
wider range of cohesive 
devices 
 
Integrate dialogue to 
convey character and 
advance action 
 
Précises longer 
passages 
 
Evaluate own and 
others’ writing and edit 
as appropriate 
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Spelling 
Use phonic knowledge 
to write words in ways 
which match spoken 
sounds 
 
 
 

 
Reads known CEW 
 
Begins to read words 
containing known GPS 
and –s,-es, -ing, -ed, -er 
and –est endings 
 
Reads words of more 
than one syllable that 
contain known gpcs on 
occasions  
 
Begins to read words 
with contractions 
 
Re-reads books to 
develop confidence and 
fluency 
 
Uses pictures to read and 
understand the text 
 
Listens to and discusses 
poems, stories and non-
fiction, making links to 
own experiences and 
offering opinions about 
them 
 
Talks about books, using 
own knowledge and 
information provided by 
the teacher 
 
Retells key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional 
tales orally in simple 
sentences 
 
Joins in with predictable 
phrases 
 

Notices when reading 
does not make sense and 
self-corrects 
 
Asks and answers 
questions about books  
 
Makes simple inferences 
using evidence from the 
text 
 
Talks about new 
vocabulary and offers 
suggestions about the 
meaning based on the 
context 
 
Discusses favourite words 
and phrases 
 
Explains how items of 
information are related 
and discusses sequence of 
events 
 
Makes plausible 
predictions, using 
evidence from the text 
 
Begins to skim and scan 
 
Talks about how to 
choose a book to read 
 
Writing 
Develops stamina to 
write at increasing length 
 
Writes down key ideas 
and words (inc. Some 
new vocabulary drawn 
from listening to, and 
talking about, whole 
books to develop plans) 
 

 
To recognise that 
authors make choices 
regarding the layout of 
text /information 
 
To explain how the 
structure of a text has an 
Impact on the reader 
 
To begin to recognise 
different forms of poetry 
 
To select books based 
on awareness of reading 
Preferences 
 
Writing 
To use headings and 
sub-headings to aid 
presentation 
 
To write for a range of 
real purposes and 
audiences as part of 
their work across the 
curriculum 
 
To read aloud own 
writing using 
appropriate 
Intonation 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
To begin to use 
apostrophe for plural 
possession 
 
To begin to use inverted 
commas to punctuate 
direct speech 
 
To understand main 
clauses 

Attempts to make 
simple links between 
paragraphs 
 
Plans effectively for a 
range of writing 
 
Decisions about writing 
are based on an 
awareness of audience 
and purpose  
 
Proposes changes to 
grammar and 
vocabulary to aid 
consistency 
 
Reads aloud their own 
writing to a group or 
the whole class, using 
appropriate 
intonation and 
controls the tone and 
volume so that 
meaning is clear 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Become increasingly 
aware of subordinate 
clauses and experiment 
with their position in a 
sentence 
 
Demarcate fronted 
adverbials with 
commas 
 
Use Standard English 
when writing to 
ensure grammatical 
accuracy 
 

efficient and effective 
methods 
 
Recognise author’s 
viewpoint  
 
Use inference and 
predictions to support 
reading 
 
Begin to identify 
descriptive and 
figurative language that 
has been used for effect 
 
Summarise main idea 
from more than one 
paragraph 
 
Writing 
To write for a range of 
purposes 
 
Proofreads own work 
for spelling and 
punctuation errors 
 
Selects appropriate 
formats and forms to 
suit audience and 
purpose 
 
Uses own reading, what 
is listened to and what 
is seen as models to 
support the 
development of 
character, setting and 
atmosphere 
 
Edits own work and 
offers suggestions to 
others to improve the 
impact and effect of 
writing 

Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Know the difference 
between the active and 
passive voice 
 
Vary length, structure 
and subject of sentences 
– clause structure and 
punctuation etc. 
 
Punctuate bullet points 
consistently 
 
Use hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity 
 
Use expanded noun 
phrases to convey 
complicated 
information concisely 
 
Spelling 
Adding prefix ‘over-‘ 
 
Convert nouns or verbs 
into adjectives using ‘-
ful’ 
 
Words which can be 
nouns or verbs 
 
Words with an /o/ 
spelled ‘ou’ or ‘ow’ 
 
Words with a soft /c/ 
spelled ‘ce’ 
 
Prefixes: ‘dis’, ‘im’, ‘un’ 
Words with /f/ spelled 
‘ph’ 
 
Words with origins in 
other countries 
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Begins to make simple 
inferences (from 
pictures, objects, stories) 
 
Talks about the meaning 
of unfamiliar words 
 
Learns to appreciate 
simple rhymes and 
recites these by heart 
 
Begins to distinguish 
between fact and fiction 
 
Notices when reading 
does not make sense 
 
Shows an understanding 
of what has been read, 
drawing on own 
knowledge or 
information provided by 
the teacher 
 
Writing 
Begins to write short 
narratives based on real 
and fictional experiences 
 
Includes a simple 
beginning, middle and 
end in writing 
 
Discusses what they 
have written with the 
teacher or other pupils 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Composes phrases and 
sentences orally and 
attempts to replicate 
them in writing (little 
mediation needed) 
 

Considers word choice, 
grammar and 
punctuation 
 
Re-reads own writing to 
check for sense, basic 
errors and meaning 
 
Reads aloud writing with 
appropriate intonation to 
make meaning clear 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Begins to use 
subordinating 
conjunctions (joining 
words) when, if, because, 
as 
 
Begins to use past and 
present tense correctly 
 
Uses commas in lists 
 
Uses apostrophe for 
contraction 
 
Understands and uses the 
term adverb 
 
Begins to use adverbs in 
writing 
 
Spelling 
Words with contractions 
 
Words ending in –le,- el, -
al and –il 
 
Adding –ies to nouns and 
verbs ending in y 
 

 
To select words for 
effect to support 
purpose and 
engage readers’ interest 
 
Spelling 
To spell words with the 
/i/ sound spelt y 
elsewhere 
than at the end of words 
 
The possessive 
apostrophe with regular 
plural words 
 
To spell words using the 
prefixes; un, dis, mis, in, 
im, il, ir, re, sub, inter, 
super, anti, auto 
 
The formation of nouns 
using a range of prefixes 
such as super, anti, auto 

Use vocabulary which is 
appropriate to task and 
purpose 
 
Spelling 
Words with the /k/ 
sound spelt ch  
 
Words with the /sh/ 
sound spelt ch  
 
Words with the /g/ 
sound spelt -gue and 
the /k/ sound spelt -
que 
 
Words with the /s/ 
sound spelt sc 

 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Uses modal verbs to 
indicate degrees of 
possibility 
 
Uses punctuation to 
demarcate relative 
clauses 
 
Links ideas across 
paragraphs using 
adverbials of time (e.g. 
later), place 
(e.g. nearby) and 
number (e.g. secondly) 
or tense choices (e.g. he 
had seen her before) 
 
Spelling 
Adverbs of time 
(temporal adverbs). 
 
Adding suffixes 
beginning with vowel 
letters to words ending 
in –fer. 
 
Words with ‘silent’ 
letters at the start.  
 
Words spelled with ’ie’ 
after c.  
 
Words with the ‘ee’ 
sound spelled ei after c. 
 
Words containing the 
letter string ‘ough’.  
 
Adverbs of possibility. 
 

Words with unstressed 
vowel sounds 
 
Words ending /shul/ 
after a vowel 
 
Words ending /shul/ 
after a consonant 
 
Words beginning with 
‘acc’ 



Yearly Overview of English 

Uses capital letters and 
full stops at times 
 
Begins to use capital 
letters for names 
 
Recognises basic 
punctuation, question 
marks and exclamation 
marks in print 
 
Understands that and 
can join words and 
sentences 
 
Spelling 
Words with consonant 
digraphs and some vowel 
diagraphs/ trigraphs 
 
Alternative vowel 
phonemes (/ay//ai//a_e/) 
 
New consonant spellings 
ph and wh 
 
Words ending in –y 
 
Majority of cew / hfw 
 
Begins to spell the 
singular plural of words 
 
Divides words into 
syllable 
 

Adding –ed, -ing, -er, -est 
to a root word ending in y 
with a consonant before it 
 
Selects correct gpcs in 
spelling 
 
Words with the suffix –ly 
 
Uses –ly to turn adjectives 
into adverbs 

Summer 
Term 

Animals and habitats 
Under the sea 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Books will vary each 
half term, including:  
The Detective Dog 
Tabby McCat 

Plants 
Seaside 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Man on the Moon 
Dougal’s Deep Sea Diary 
Lighthouse Keepers 
Lunch  

Seaside 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
Hibernation Hotel  
The Hodgeheg  
The Mousehole Cat 
 
Speaking and Listening 

Rocks and Volcanoes 
Dragons 
Rivers 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
The Boy Who Grew 
Dragons 
Marshmallows - LS 

Anglo-Saxon Britain 
Local History  
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
The Iron Man 
Beowolf – Michael 
Morporgo 
Varjak Paw – SF Said 

Exploring and Survival 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
The Explorer  
Ultimate Explorers  
Exploring the Maya 
Empire  
Survivors 

Mining  
Cities 
 
English Literature – 
text(s) 
County Durham Folk 
Tales  
My name is Mina 
Journey to the River Sea 
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One Day on Our Blue 
Planet- In the 
Rainforest 
Rainforest Romp 
The Last Polar Bear 
Lost and Found 
The Coral Kingdom 
Shark in the Park 
The Singing Mermaid 
The Big Book of the 
Blue 
Dougal’s Deep Sea 
Diary 
The Storm Whale 
Commotion in the 
Ocean 
Twinkle, Twinkle 
Squiglet Pig 
 
Speaking and Listening 
(Communication & 
Language) 
Speaking and listening 
 
Stories and rhymes 
 
Role play and small 
world using own 
narratives 
 
Speech and language 
interventions 
 
Use past, present and 
future forms accurately 
when talking about 
events that have 
happened or are to 
happen in the future 
 
Reading 
Use phonetic 
knowledge for reading 
 

The Best of Friends 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Listen and respond 
appropriately to adults 
and their peers 
 
Ask relevant questions to 
extend their 
understanding and 
knowledge 
 
Use relevant strategies 
to build their vocabulary 
 
Articulate and justify 
answers, arguments and 
opinions 
 
Give well-structured 
descriptions, 
explanations and 
narratives for different 
purposes 
 
Maintain attention and 
participate actively in 
collaborative 
conversations 
 
Use spoken language to 
develop understanding 
through speculating, 
hypothesising, imagining 
and exploring ideas  
 
Speak audibly and 
fluently with an 
increasing command of  
Standard English  
 
Participate in 
discussions, 
presentations, 
performances, role-play, 

Speak confidently, 
audibly and effectively, 
including through:  
using Standard English 
when the context and 
audience require it 
working effectively in 
groups of different sizes 
and taking on required 
roles 
 
Listening to and building 
on the contributions of 
others, asking questions 
to clarify and inform, and 
challenging courteously 
when necessary 
 
Planning for different 
purposes and audiences, 
including selecting and 
organising information 
and ideas effectively and 
persuasively for formal 
spoken presentations and 
debates 
 
Listening and responding 
in a variety of different 
contexts, both formal and 
informal, and evaluating 
content, viewpoints, 
evidence and aspects of 
presentation 
 
Improvising, rehearsing 
and performing play 
scripts and poetry in 
order to generate 
language and discuss 
language use and 
meaning, using role, 
intonation, tone, volume, 
mood, silence, stillness 
and action to add impact 

How to Train Your 
Dragons 
Dragon Slayer  
For the Birds – LS 
 
Speaking and Listening 
To participate in 
discussions, 
presentations, 
performances, role play, 
improvisations and 
debates 
 
To gain, maintain and 
monitor the interest of 
the listener 
 
To consider and 
evaluate different 
viewpoints, 
attending to and 
building on the 
contributions of 
others 
 
To select and use 
appropriate registers for 
effective 
communication 
 
Reading 
To read a range of texts 
with fluency, 
understanding and 
expression 
 
To talk about different 
strategies that can be 
used to help make sense 
of reading 
 
To begin to select the 
most effective strategy 

 
Speaking and Listening 
Participate in drama 
and indicate emotions 
and feelings with 
expression 
 
Select and use 
appropriate language 
for different 
situations.  
 
Take part in classroom 
debates 
 
Reading 
Reads most words 
effortlessly at a 
speaking pace 
 
Uses knowledge of 
phonics, root words, 
suffixes and prefixes to 
determine 
pronunciation and 
meaning of unfamiliar 
words 
 
Reads further CEW 
noting unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound 
 
Reads aloud with 
appropriate volume 
 
Reads a wide range of 
fiction and non-fiction, 
including poetry 
 
Talks confidently about 
a wide range of books 
read 
 

The Chocolate Tree 
The Ridge – LS 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Can present information 
in a variety of ways to a 
range of audiences 
 
Take an active role in 
discussions - taking on 
specific roles and taking 
responsibility to ensure 
that a discussion remains 
focused 
 
Perform to wider 
audiences 
combining words, 
gestures and movement 
 
Participate in debates, 
following appropriate 
etiquette, and 
conventions 
 
Be aware of the listener 
and adapt talk to 
maintain the listener’s 
interest 
 
Express and explain 
relevant ideas with some 
elaboration to make 
meaning explicit 
 
Maintain control and 
effective organisation of 
a talk to guide the 
listener 
 
Adapt vocabulary, 
grammar and nonverbal 
features to maintain 
listener’s interest 
 

The Explorer (extracts) 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Take on specific roles in 
discussions  
 
Perform to a wider 
audience combining, 
words, gestures and 
movement 
 
Participate in debates, 
following appropriate 
etiquette and 
conventions 
 
Maintain control and 
organisation of a talk to 
guide the listener 
 
Adapt vocab, grammar 
and non-verbal features 
to maintain listener’s 
interest 
 
Refer to the viewpoints 
of others, providing 
supporting evidence or 
counterbalancing these 
with their own opinions 
 
Explain how language 
use varies in different 
situations 
 
Reflect this 
understanding in choices 
made for delivering a 
talk 
 
Reading 
Read confidently, 
fluently and effortlessly 
a range of age-
appropriate texts 
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Read high frequency 
words 
 
Develop a love for 
reading 
 
Demonstrate 
understanding when 
talking with others 
about what they have 
read. 
 
Writing 
Continues to write 
short sentences in 
meaningful 
contexts. 
 
Writes sentences using 
simple punctuation 
 
Use their phonic 
knowledge to write 
words in ways which 
match their spoken 
sounds 
 
Write some high 
frequency words 
 
Consolidate letter 
formation 
 
Begin to write using 
pre cursive handwriting 
(Next year this will 
start in Autumn) 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Writes sentences using 
simple punctuation 
 
Spelling 

improvisations and 
debates 
 
Gain, maintain and 
monitor the interest of 
the listener(s) 
 
Consider and evaluate 
different viewpoints, 
attending to and building 
on the contributions of 
others 
 
Select and use 
appropriate registers for 
effective communication 
 
Reading 
Reads aloud books that 
are consistent with 
developing phonic 
knowledge 
 
Responds speedily with 
the correct sound to 
graphemes for all 40+ 
phonemes including, 
where appropriate, 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes 
 
Reads accurately by 
blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that 
have been taught 
 
Reads CEW with some 
fluency and begins to 
notice unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound  
 

 
Reading 
Applies phonic 
knowledge and skills 
consistently  
 
Automatic decoding is 
embedded and reading is 
fluent 
 
Recognises and 
effortlessly decodes 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes, words of two 
or more syllables, 
containing known 
graphemes, most CEW 
and words containing 
common suffixes 
 
Reads age-appropriate 
texts with fluency and 
confidence 
 
Notices when reading 
does not make sense and 
takes appropriate action 
 
Begins to use expression 
and intonation  
 
Regards reading as a 
pleasurable activity 
 
Identifies sequences of 
events in texts and offers 
simple explanations of 
how items relate to one 
another 
 
Demonstrates familiarity 
with, and can retell, a 
wide range of stories, 
fairy stories and 
traditional tales 

To self-correct without 
prompting when 
necessary 
 
To read silently for 
longer periods of time 
 
To read for a range of 
purposes 
 
To check reading makes 
sense 
 
To talk about their 
understanding and try to 
explain the meaning of 
words in context 
 
To read and discuss a 
variety of text types 
 
To talk about personal 
likes and dislikes of book 
read and, when 
prompted, can support 
these views and opinions 
with reasons 
 
To ask questions to 
improve understanding 
of the text 
 
To infer reasons for 
actions and events 
 
To identify words and 
phrases used to create 
mood and tension 
 
To offer reasons for 
authors’ choice of 
vocabulary 
 
To begin to summarise 
what has been read 

Talks about themes 
and conventions when 
discussing books 
 
Understands the 
different reasons for 
reading 
 
Uses the structure of 
books to navigate texts 
 
Selects books based on 
own reading 
experiences 
 
Read independently 
with sustained 
concentration 
 
Offers inferences and 
predictions and 
explains rationale 
behind these, 
referring to the text 
Identifies how 
language, structure 
and presentation 
contribute to meaning 
 
Recognise different 
forms of poetry 
 
Prepares poems and 
play-scripts to be read 
aloud and performed 
 
Writing 
Creates settings, 
characters and plot in 
narratives 
 
Use appropriate 
organisational devices 
for non-narratives 
 

Refer to the viewpoints 
of others providing 
supporting evidence or 
counterbalancing these 
with their own opinions 
 
Explain how language 
use varies in different 
situations.  
 
Reflect this 
understanding in the 
choices made for 
delivering talk 
 
Reading 
Read aloud with 
appropriate volume and 
expression to make 
meaning clear to the 
audience 
 
Read an increasingly 
wide range of books 
 
Select books based on 
reading experiences and 
knowledge of books 
 
Distinguish between fact 
and opinion in non-
fiction reading 
 
Explain the effect and 
impact of author 
viewpoint 
 
Discuss author’s use of 
language for impact and 
effect using technical 
terms (figurative 
language, similes, 
imagery, analogy, 
metaphor etc.) 
 

including novels, plays, 
poetry, non-fiction, 
reference and textbooks 
 
Determine meaning of 
new words by applying 
knowledge of root 
words, suffixes and 
prefixes 
 
Demonstrates a 
positive attitude to 
reading by reading 
frequently, showing 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books and 
knowing a wide range 
of poetry by heart 
 
Explain how language, 
structure and 
presentation 
contributes to meaning 
 
Identify themes and 
conventions across a 
range of writing 
 
Draw on contextual 
evidence and make 
comparisons within and 
across texts 
 
Comment on how 
language is used to 
contribute to meaning 
 
Draw inferences and 
justify with evidence 
 
Make predictions based 
on details stated and 
implied 
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Use their phonic 
knowledge to write 
words in ways which 
match their spoken 
sounds 
 

Reads words containing 
known GPS and –s,-es, -
ing, -ed, -er and –est 
endings 
 
Reads words of more 
than one syllable that 
contain known GPCs 
 
Reads words with 
contractions 
 
Begins to take account of 
punctuation when 
reading 
 
Begins to use context 
clues to help reading for 
meaning 
 
Re-reads books to 
develop confidence, 
fluency and expression 
 
Listens to and discusses 
a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction at 
a level beyond which can 
be read independently 
 
Links what they hear or 
read to their own 
experiences 
 
Retells stories they have 
read, heard and 
discussed using 
appropriate vocabulary 
 
Talks about what is read 
to them, taking turns 
and listening to others.  
 
Explains understanding 
of what they have read 

 
Recognises and 
understands the different 
structures of non-fiction 
books  
 
Shares favourite words 
and phrases, and clarifies 
the meaning of new 
words through discussion, 
and by making links to 
known vocabulary 
 
Learns and recites a 
repertoire of poems by 
heart, demonstrates 
understanding of what is 
read independently, or 
listened to, by drawing on 
own knowledge and 
vocabulary provided 
 
Constructs meaning 
whilst reading 
independently, self-
correcting where the 
sense of the text is lost 
 
Makes inferences on what 
has been read 
 
Asks and answers 
questions appropriately, 
including those based on 
inference  
 
Makes predictions  
 
Participates in 
discussions, offering 
opinions and explanations  
 
Exercises choice in 
selecting books 
 

To pick out key points 
when sequencing fiction 
To offer explanations for 
layout or organisational 
features used within a 
text 
To make comparisons 
between stories and 
between non-fiction 
texts comparing like 
with like 
To identify some 
different forms of poetry 
To prepare poetry to be 
read aloud 
 
Writing 
To structure and 
organise writing with a 
beginning, middle and 
end across a range of 
text types 
 
To use texts similar to 
those that they are 
planning to write, to 
understand and learn 
from 
its structure 
 
To assess the 
effectiveness of own and 
others’ writing 
 
To proof read for 
spelling, grammar and 
punctuation errors and 
self-correct 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
To express time, place 
and cause using: 
Conjunctions (when, 

Organises paragraphs 
around a theme 
 
Discusses writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write  
 
Assess the 
effectiveness of their 
own and others’ 
writing and suggest 
improvements 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Punctuate direct 
speech correctly 
Identify parts of 
speech 
 
Use fronted adverbials 
and 
subordinate clauses 
which are correctly 
punctuated 
 
Write with grammatical 
accuracy 
 
Use a varied and rich 
vocabulary and a wider 
range of conjunctions 
in an increasing range 
of sentence structures 
 
Spelling 
Possessive 
apostrophes with 
irregular plurals  
 
Spell words from 
National Curriculum 
word list for Y3/4 

Begin to make 
comparisons across and 
between books 
 
Begin to show the 
influence of reading in 
writing 
 
Build up a repertoire of 
poems that are known 
by heart 
 
Prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud 
 
Writing 
To write for a range of 
purposes 
 
Identifies the audience 
for, and purpose of, the 
writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and 
uses other similar 
writing as models for 
their own 
 
Shows a growing 
awareness of how 
authors develop 
character and setting, 
including using dialogue 
 
Begins to précis longer 
passages 
 
Makes effective changes 
when editing own and 
others’ work 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Uses modal verbs and 
adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

Identify key details that 
support main ideas, 
and use to summarise 
content drawn from 
more than one 
paragraph 
 
Writing 
Write for a range of 
purposes and audiences 
 
Use suitable forms with 
appropriate features for 
different text types 
 
Introduce, develop and 
conclude paragraphs 
appropriately 
 
Ensure the consistent 
and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of 
writing 
 
Use drafting to make 
appropriate choices in 
grammar and vocab 
 
Précises longer 
passages appropriately 
 
Proofread for wider 
audience 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Use the passive voice to 
affect the presentation 
of information in a 
sentence 
 
Use colons, semi colons 
and dashes to mark 
boundaries between 
independent clauses 
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Talks about particular 
characteristics of 
different types of stories 
 
Talks about the 
significance of the title 
and events 
 
Makes inferences on the 
basis of what is read 
 
Makes simple predictions 
 
Learns and appreciate 
rhymes and poems and 
can recite some by heart 
 
Discusses word 
meanings, making links 
to known words 
 
Retells, using significant 
events and main points 
in sequence 
 
Reads checking texts 
make sense and 
correcting inaccurate 
reading 
 
Writing 
Writes short narratives 
based on real and 
fictional experiences 
 
Uses a simple plan (e.g. 
storyboard, flowchart) 
 
Re-reads what has been 
written to check it makes 
sense 
 
Makes simple changes to 
writing where suggested 

Writing 
Writes narratives about 
personal experiences and 
those of others (real and 
fictional) 
 
Writes for different 
purposes (including 
poetry) 
 
Uses plans to support 
writing 
 
Links ideas and events 
using strategies to create 
‘flow’ 
 
Evaluates the effective 
use of word choice, 
grammar and 
punctuation 
 
Makes appropriate 
additions, revisions and 
corrections 
 
Proof reads to check for 
errors in spelling, 
grammar and 
punctuation 
 
Re-reads writing to check 
for correct and consistent 
tense 
 
Evaluates writing with 
teachers and peers 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Recognises and writes 
(grammatically correct) 
different types of 
sentences: statements, 

before, after, while, so, 
because) 
Adverbs (then, next, 
soon, therefore) 
Prepositions (before, 
after, during, in, 
because, of) 
 
To begin to understand 
subordinate clauses 
 
To use a range of 
punctuation accurately 
and effectively (full 
stops, question marks, 
exclamation 
marks, commas in lists, 
apostrophe for 
contraction, apostrophe 
for singular possession 
and inverted commas 
for direct speech) 
 
To use the present 
perfect form of verbs 
instead of the simple 
past 
 
To use a varied and rich 
vocabulary 
 
Spelling 
To spell some words 
from the National 
Curriculum 
word list for Years 3 and 
4 
 
To begin to use a 
dictionary to check 
spellings 
 
To spell words using 
knowledge of word 
families 

Use a dictionary to 
check spelling 

 
Uses commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid 
ambiguity 
 
Chooses vocabulary to 
complement purpose 
 
Uses punctuation to 
demarcate parenthesis  
 
Uses devices to build 
cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 
 
Spelling 
Homophones or near 
homophones. 
 
Challenge Words.  
 
Revision: Year 5 words 

 
Use a full range of 
punctuation 
appropriately and 
effectively 
 
Recognise the 
subjunctive form 
 
Identify appropriate 
grammar and vocab for 
formal and informal 
writing 
 
Spelling 
Words ending in ‘ably’ 
 
Words ending in ‘ible’ 
 
Adding ‘ibly’ to create an 
adverb 
 
Changing ‘ent’ to ‘ence’ 
-er, -or, -ar at the end of 
words 
 
Revision 
Adjective to describe 
setting 
 
Adjectives to describe 
character 
 
Vocabulary to describe 
feelings 
 
Grammatical vocabulary 
Mathematical 
vocabulary 
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Reads aloud own writing 
clearly enough to be 
heard by peers and the 
teacher 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar 
and Punctuation 
Writes a sentence that 
makes sense using 
capital letters and full 
stops 
 
Uses and to join words 
and clauses 
 
Sequences sentences to 
form short narratives 
 
Uses capital letters for 
names of people, places, 
days of the week and the 
personal pronoun i 
 
Begins to use question 
marks and exclamation 
marks in writing 
 
Uses some descriptive 
language 
 
Spelling 
Compound words 
 
Days of the week 
 
Numbers to 20 
 
Words ending in tch 
 
Plurals of nouns and 
verbs adding –s and –es 
to words 
 

questions, commands 
and exclamations 
 
Understands and uses 
coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions to construct 
and extend sentences 
 
Uses the past and present 
tense correctly 
throughout writing inc. 
the progressive form 
 
Uses capital letters for 
proper nouns accurately  
 
Uses a range of 
punctuation almost 
always correctly – full 
stops, question marks, 
exclamation marks, 
commas in lists, 
apostrophe for 
contraction and 
apostrophe for singular 
possession 
 
Uses expanded noun 
phrases, adjectives and 
adverbs for description 
and specification 
 
Spelling 
Uses phonic knowledge 
to spell simple 
monosyllabic and 
polysyllabic words 
 
Y2 cew / hfw 
 
Spells frequently used 
homophones / near 
homophones 
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Verbs where no change 
is needed to the root 
word 
 
Adding endings –ing –ed 
–er 
 
Adjectives where no 
change is needed to the 
root word 
 
Adding -er and –est 
 
Words with the addition 
of the prefix un- 
 
Y1 cew / hfw 
 
Phonetically plausible 
attempts of new words 
 

Words using the 
possessive apostrophe 
(singular nouns) 
 
Adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est 
and –y to words of one 
syllable ending in a single 
letter after a short vowel ·  
 
Words with the suffixes –
ment, -ness, -ful and –less  
 
Words ending in –tion  
 
Recognises own spelling 
errors and makes some 
attempt to correct these 
 
Compound nouns 

 

 

 


