
 

In Year 5 we have been learning about the struggle for power over Britain between the Anglo Saxons and the 
Vikings. We took part in a Vikings digital workshop ran by Durham University where we investigated various 
Viking artefacts and learned many fascinating facts! We asked lots of questions about the Vikings, for example: 
 
How do we know what Vikings used to wear? (Jack) 
Archaeologists have been very lucky when digging at some Viking sites and found some examples of Viking 
clothes (see https://en.natmus.dk/historical-knowledge/denmark/prehistoric-period-until-1050-ad/the-viking-
age/the-people/clothes-and-jewellery/, from the National Museum of Denmark, for more info and some 
images)!  You can also see what sort of thing they might wear in the pictures found in very old books - here's 
Viking king of England, Cnut:  https://www.bl.uk/people/cnut, from a book held at the British Library. 
Would the Vikings have been dirty and smelly or clean? (Hadrian) 
Surprisingly, they were clean!  They do have a reputation for being fierce warriors and raiders, 
but Vikings would spend a lot of time using combs, tweezers, ear wax scoops and razors to keep themselves 
looking smart, as well as bathing about once a week, and washing their faces every day.  You can thank 
Christian Anglo-Saxon writers for giving us the idea that Vikings were dirty, terrifying savages.  
What language did they speak? (April)  
Old Norse - you can find traces of this in English but it seems that the most similar language to Old Norse today 
is Icelandic. 
 

In our DT lessons we created our own Viking longships, 
complete with dragon-head prows and moveable sails; in 
history we acted out the battle for power between 886 and 
1066 then created our own comic strips using an App on the 
school iPads called Comic Life and in our English lessons we 
have been reading Viking Boy. One of our writing tasks was to 
write a newspaper report which we tweeted to the author and 
were overjoyed when he replied saying that it looked like 
brilliant work! Phew! Now that we are Viking experts we are 
looking forward to starting our next topic where we will be 
learning all about space. 

 
We love, respect and value each other. 
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