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Dear parents and carers. 
Although this half term has been very short, it has been packed with adventure! Many of our classes have been out 
and about and enjoyed some wonderful learning opportunities.  
 

Year 4 and Year 5 had a visit from Sarah McAllister for a Business and Enterprise morning. They had an amazing 
time learning about selling, buying, negotiating, production, managing a team and a budget. The children loved it 
and learned so many new and useful skills. After half term, Year 5 will be visiting Ushaw College as part of their 
local history topic. 
 

Year 4 have been to Segedunum to learn what it was like to be a Roman soldier stationed in the north east of 
England! They have also been to Wharton Park to develop map reading and orienteering skills, and to Hardwick 
Park to find out about  the problems facing our waterways from pollution and flooding to 
erosion, and the effects it has on wildlife and their habitat.  
 

Year 3 enjoyed a visit to the Hancock Museum to learn about ancient Egyptians and will 
shortly be visiting Centre for Life for a “Light Fantastic” workshop.  
 

Year 1 loved their visit to Durham Johnston School, where they tried 
lots of sporting activities and Reception class had a particularly exciting 
visit into outer space! 
 

Feast of St Godric 
It was wonderful to start the celebration of the Feast of St Godric 
with Mass in school.  Our grateful thanks go to Brother John who 
celebrated Mass with his usual good humour and enthusiasm! 
After Mass the children found out about the life of St Godric and were particularly 
excited to discover that he was a reformed pirate! 
 

First Holy Communion 
Our Year 4 children will receive the sacrament of Eucharist at St Godric’s Church on June 18th. 
Please keep the children, their families and their teachers in your prayers. 
 

Jubilee Celebrations 
We are marking the celebration of Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a street party and concert in 
school on Friday 27 May. Each class has been exploring a decade from Her Majesty’s reign and will be presenting 
singing and dancing linked to that decade during our concert. This will be followed by a street party on the 
playground and street games. Our thanks go to the Friends of St Godric’s for supporting the event and providing 
decorations and refreshments. 
 

Catholic School Inspection 
Two inspectors visited school last week to look at the Catholic life of our school, collective worship and religious 
education. As always, the pupils were wonderful ambassadors for our school and the inspectors were impressed 
by their attitudes and behaviour. Since the inspection was carried out as a pilot for a new inspection framework 
which will be rolled out nationally from September, there will be no published report but I am sure that the 
findings will recognise the incredible work carried out by staff in the school and the wonderful achievements of the 
children. 



Daft as a Brush 
As a consequence of the incredible fundraising efforts of Mrs Crow, a Daft as a Brush charity car 
ambulance will now carry the name of our school and designs from the children as it transports  
patients to hospital. The charity visited school recently to tell the children all about their work and 
we look forward to another visit  soon when the children will see the ambulance. Thank you and 
well done Mrs Crow! 
 

Time to Shine! 
Pupils will be taking part in some special activities in school on Thursday 30th June to mark RSE 
Day. Pupils can wear a sparkly accessory, such as tinsel or a glittery headband, if they wish. (As 
always, we want to protect our planet and use things we already have at home rather than buying 
things for a one off event. ) 
If you would like to see some of the 
resources we use to teach RSE at 
school please go to The Life to the 
Full Parent Portal. 
 
Friends of St Godric’s 
Thank you once again to our Friends for organising fund raising events. Movie nights are planned 
for June and the school fayre will take place on Sunday 3 July. Recent fundraising paid for essential 
repairs to playground equipment and  for treats for the children at Easter and the jubilee party. 
 

Well done! 
Well done to our pupils for their incredible resilience and hard work during Year 6 and Year 2 
SATs. The children were calm and determined in their efforts and I have no doubt that they will be 
very proud of their results.  The staff are certainly proud of all the children’s achievements. 
After half term our Year 1 pupils will complete their phonics screening and Year 4 pupils will 
complete the multiplication tables check. Good luck to everyone! Please keep 
all our pupils in your prayers during this time. 
 

Parish Activities 
I am delighted that the parish will recommence their visits to school in June. 
Mass will be celebrated in St Bede’s Room on Friday 24 June and then 
Eucharistic Services will take place on Monday mornings after that at 9.15am. 
Please join us if you can. 
 

Dates for your diary 
Children return after the half term holiday on Monday 6 June. 
Year 6 visit to parliament– Friday 10 June 
Islam week– week beginning Monday 13 June 
Meeting for new Reception pupils– Tuesday 14 June at 4pm 
New reception visits– Thursday 30 June and Thursday 14 July 
First Holy Communion Mass– Saturday 18 June 
Year 6 visit to YMT festival— Thursday 30 June 
Leavers’ Mass– Friday 22 July 

Weekend Mass Times 
St Joseph’s Church 
Saturday 5pm; Sunday 11am 
St Godric’s Church 
Sunday 9am 
 

Prayer for June– the month of The Sacred Heart 

O Heart of love,  
We put all my trust in You; 
We ask your help in our weakness, 
but hope for all things from Your goodness. 
Amen.  


